

Prison made to change 
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tochaQS 63 ^ itS7l,000 Jocks af- 
ter the’ Prison Service ihvokjed: 
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security at the jaiL 
. ' In a snub that w3I have infu- 
riated Michael Howard, the- 
Hcttbe Secretary, senior staffat 


m yicrau ymhL piauii^ii&tu tiviv-mt 

ter^fefiised toctonge the-Iocks 
desj^reports that prisonocsbad 
obtained a set, of keys. . . . 


For the first lime, the prison 
service was forced to invoke, 
■powers under the Criminal Jus- 
; and Putac Order Act 1994, 

’’ and A1 Pagps , the Prison Set-: 
vice’s director: -of operations for . 
.prisons inr the north ordered 
■ that the locks be replaced at.an 

. esiiibated cost ofover f2fl0j)00- 

. G eorge Howarth, : Labour’s 
■ r prisons spokesman, said he was 
•appalled that the money bad 
been paid fry the taxpayer and 
* not by United Kingdom Deten- 


tion Services, the private com- 
pany that runs the jail. 

- He said: ‘This episo de mows 
that private praons are prepared 1 
tocc&romisesean^for diesalte 
of mcStetod the prison service h 
TT^v^ thepid^i^Mpthei^ 

Hie commercial cost of there* 
-would have almost wipedout the 
company’s profits. UKDS de- 


The company will have also 
been anxious to avoid the 
humiliation of publicity. 


The locks at the £40m show- 
piece" jaD have already been re- 
placed several tunes. On one 
embarrassing occasion in 1993 the 
then governor. David Brooke, was 

photographed in the local news- 
paper unlocking a cell for viators. 

Blown-up pictures of bis hand 

were later circulated by inmates 
in the jail so that key copies could 
be made. Locks had to be re-fit- 
ted at an estimated cost of 
£85,000. Seven months later, an- 
other 130 new locks had to be in- 


stalled after a set of keys were 
stolen by inma tes. The incident 
led toafcdsm of the jail try Judge 
Stephen Tumim, then chief in- 
spector of prisons. This tune 
UKDS was not prepared to pay 
out after an internal inv estiga t io n 
failed to find evidence that any 
keys had been stolen or copied. 

An inquiry was launched last 
week, after an anonymous tip-off, 
placed in a prison suggestkm bes, 
indicated that prisoners had ob- 
tained a replica key. Soon after- 


wards. the mother of an inmate 
claimed that her son was being 
bullied by prisoners who be- 
lieved he had a set of jail keys and 

wanted him to hand them over- 
Mr I^pps told BJakenhuret boss- 
es that there had been a “k^ com- 
promise-’ and lodes would haw: to 
be replaced. UKDS disagreed. 

After the invocation of special 
powers, teams of locksmiths, 
Snployed in the works offices of 

neighbouring jails, were drafted 

in to fit the new loclcs - 


Hany Fletcher, assistant general 
secretary of the National Associ- 
ation of Probation Officers, said: 
“It is outrageous that the taxpay- 
er has been forced to bale UKDS 
out. It was their security compro- 
mise and thev should pay for it. 

UKDS said: "A decision was 
taken to re-lock the prison on the 
basis of intelligence received 
that the security' of the pnson 
may have been compromised. 

A spokesman said the compa- 
ny was not paying for the work. 







Fran Abrams , . . 

political Correspondent : ^ 

Labour is preparing to break with tra- 
dition by appointing a-woman ^^ 
efaief official for the firet mne m its 100- 

ye Marg3i?[ McDonagb, at present 
general election campaign 

ftK^widely tipped to takec^J^a 

Tam Sawyer as the next general secre- 
^ of lhe _^5 r - Tahniir ranks 
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is believed to be foremost among those 



Grobbelaar 

jury fails to 

agree verdict 

__ i .1 a . 4 /4i<uni» 


particularly in co^rdmamg m 
Labour’s target seats. Mfc Mcuon 
agh’s sister, Siobfaam, 

Labour in the key seaiofMitfiamaM 

rasas-* 

N SS,”SKKKS»js 

elect edo« and Mi Sawyer, a former 


quickly 


onion official, was voted in by thepjUj 
tv’s national executive from a shortlist 
of four. Ms McDonagh nnght be 
favoured by many members of the 
committee, though, as the appointment 

of a woman would befell to send a pos- 
itive, modmiisingmes^ 

- Colleagues have been 
positive aboatthesuggestion,thougJ 

a few hinted that they, found her cm- 
ciency a little frightening. “Stas very 
capable, she’s qiSesteely and she runs 

was recently drafted in to hdp d^ 

a “charm schooT to party eanoio a te s , 
ooadriiig them through election tactics 
2j3ng sure that they were wdl 
aware of the campaign 

alsorqwrtfidtobeffienuthorofablunt 

internS^Teport which warned that 

1 | nhfnir was vulnerable on. the econo- 

: ^n^rocr^alajp 

number of new life peerages ^ order 

I to push through its constituponai re- 
! K *bd ttapW leadership is look- 
c Srfoi': capable, hard-working 
i candidates, who will treat then posts 
u asfilll-time jobs rather than as straight- 

a forward honours. , 


Michael Streeter _ ^ 

The four defendants in the s 
football-rigging case face a Wee- e 
tv re-trial after a jury at Win- i 
Chester Crown Court yesterday . 

failed to agree a verdict alter a i 

34-day trial. , .. 

judge Mr Justice Tuckey dis- < 
charged the nine men and three 
women jury after nearly 11 
hours of deliberation and when 
it became clear they were un- 
able to reach a verdict. 

None of the three footballers 
- the ex-Liverpool goalkeeper 
Bruce Grobbelaar, the former 
Wimbledon striker John 
Fashanu or Hans Segers. the 
fonner Wimbledon player- 
commented as they left the 
court room. The fourth defen- 
dant, the Malaysian business- 
man Heng Suan Lim. said: I 
have always maintained my in- 
nocence and 1 will continue to 

do so." . „ . 

The prosecution counsel 
David Calvert Smith said they 
would be seeking a re-trial, 
and a decision - with advice 
from the Attorney General, atr 
Nicholas Lvell - is likely with- 
in a few days. Players repre- 
sentatives said they were 
concerned about the mcreased 
strain put on the footballers and 
their families. 


The four men denied charges 
that thev had corruptly con- 
spired to give or receive mon- 
ey to trv to influence the 
outcome of football matches. 
Thev were said to have been 
helping to throw games so that 
an Indonesian betting syndicate 
could clean up on bets on Pre- 
mier League matches, 

Grobbelaar. 39, denied a 
separate charge of accepting 
£2.000 from his fonner business 
partner and friend Christopher 
Vincent as an inducement to in- 
fluence a game. 

Yesterday afternoon the 
judge told the jury that he 
would accept a majority verdict 
- a verdict on which at least !U 
of them were agreed. But just 
before 4pm he jury passed a 
note to the judge saying they 
could not agree. 

The judge asked if there was 
anv reasonable chance they 
could reach a majority verdict. 
The iurv foreman replied: We 


The jury foreman replied: “We 
don’t believe so. ray lord. 

Later, David Hewitt, Grobbe- 
laar's solicitor, said: “Bruce is ex- 
tremely disappointed that alter 
nearly two-and-a-baif years this 
matter has not been pul to 
rest." All four men were pen 
btil. The FA and Fifa both de- 
clined to comment 
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Bad parenting 

m CZt 


sr’STBSrifgs 

against youlh cnme ton 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary. 7T 

jfew mini launched 

The successor to < 

famous Mini was touudwd ^ . 

the Geneva Motor Sho , 

yesterday. - p ^ 

Intensive rationing 
Intensive care beds forijWgJ 
should be concentrated m a frj 
large regional centres, rather 
th^be^ dotted arramdto- 

trict general 
tng to an expert 
committee. ^ 

Albania at bay 

ln AJbania, where nisw^ 

rumble down the nitied 
try tracks to* F&'ZSkZ 

roads on a mission to 
aim-government roadM 0 ”* - 

Sdate Kalashnilcw-?°™^ 
rebels into 

weapons, orffinaiyciti2eiB 

no choio but to stt 

j lmotibadtatern^aJPS®™ 
fee and brandy aod 


down any Tory 
play race card 

.. . _ K^iJovr* that plans for scrapping the a: 


We’re really sorry BT 

Mercury may be 20% cheaper 
but we’re up to 

59% cheaper 

international calls even after the latest price cuts!!! 



Colin Brown . 

Chief Political CoffBBpondent. 
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ffiiSSaffJSS: 

refused tocon- 

demn Labour fprpromi^gw 

abolish the 

role in themunigratioa 
reported in Monday m The 


DuCIgpu Jyiiu mom . 

duce racial tehskm in Bntam. 

There were cries of Tfpurre 
desperate" by Labour back- 
bench : MPs, :and shouts of 
“rarist” at Mr Budgets qu«- 
tkm. But Mr Major replied: “In 
. the last 18 ye^s, we haves^ 


ek^tion. That is what he was do- 
ing in putting Nick Budgen 
d otto and then Blair gave tan 
a patronisiDg tat on the bacic, 
s^done of Mr Budgen s friends. 

The Conservative Party cam- 
0 aim guide to be used by Tory 

LWu^rnsinachaptcr 


However, he does beUeve that 
reducing them, as Labour pro- 
pose, would endanger good 
race relations." 


plans for scrapping the asylum 

controls. . 

He said scrapping the 1996 
Asylum Act would cost the tax- 
3 w. non n-riilion a vear 


fr>rthcormng eiecuou 

onto, tl* J«?55 k 3E 


Kreateiringto liberalise the 


and improvements m rare re- 
latkitam this coimfry- 
"immensely importanL i ® 
tainly am not going to lend my 
, voice ot wjte 
.that would n change that 

^^^J^fr ’took the unusual 
hYor that answer, said the 

Labour leader. - - . 

. However* it dCT^fjd 

r ^ lW mgToryMPs.“ThePr^ 

‘ .^^^fc^docsn 7 twant to 

- upset the hninigrant coMQnm- 

tybi the run-up to the general 


^SSSoS: 

■s^SS- 

fes .-w ssr* 


puaw, - Asylum wuuiu — 

race relanons. £200 million a year 

Both Labour and the ^ J^£^ubourti»li- 
have been enogejc to dmp the requirement on 

months in seeking the support ol ^ j^c checks on 3- 

tfce SS^nigration would be “a 

Britain, particularly the Aaan wveat shop and 
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fannolasi^eststhatweraM fo?l^aJising the inunigra- 
Mmister. who was brougtup used in eight 

mBrixton,peison^y™tsto “^j^^ere the swing 


^oii, penally ^to ^^^^uteswtog necku 

avoid race becoming ane^^n ^ d could 

Sjc although it was proposed of a tew nunur Welwy 

by a former Tbry Central Office 0U ^ M ^A- lv iajo r was reluctant [erred 
research chief. ^0 ^ atiadt on immi- tmee 

A senior Tbre smree^^ ^ 0IU Michael Howard, the tabou 

s sss lajsssssfi s 


[VUUISLbl on 

forciving" and the Heritage 
Secretary as “dead from the 

° e ^ P d’ Evans, the MP for 
Welwyn and Hatfield, also re- 
ferred in an interview to the 
“three bastard children of his 
Labour opponent at the general 
election and talked of "some 
black bastard" who had raped 
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GPs to predict suicide risk 
to patients who lose benefit 


Family doctors are being asked to predict whether patients would 
be likely to commit suicide if their sickness benefit were stopped. 

A new form, issued by the Department of Social Security's 
Benefits Agency, asks GPs to say whether there would be a 
substantial risk to the mental or physical health of their patient if 
they were found fit for work and benefit were terminated. “For 
example, risk of suicide or threat of harm to others'*, the form says. 

The British Medical Association is advising GPs not to fill in that 
section of the form, since it requires them to give an opinion, 
rather than provide information. Dr Peter Holden, deputy 
chairman of the association's private practice and professional fees’ 
committee, said; “Doctors are obliged to give sickness certificates, 
but these are statements of fact, not prognostication. GPs should 
not speculate, prognosticate or give an opinion." 


Woman commuter stabbed on train 


A man was being questioned by police at Guidford police station 
yesterday after a woman was attacked and stabbed on a train. 

The 27-year-old woman had been travelling alone on the 
Waterloo to Guildford train when she was attacked by a man who 
stabbed her in the head. The attack was believed to have happened 
late on Monday evening as the train approached Qandon Station 
in Surrey. A Surrey police spokesman said she was taken to Royal 
Surrey County Hospital and then transferred to the National 
Hospital in London." 


Security firm to recruit car thief 


A leading vehicle security firm is trying to recruit a car thief to 
provide it with expert knowledge on how to stop car crime. 

Toad Innovations has placed advertisements in newspapers 
across the country offering work to a “top-line former criminal" 
with a CV which includes at least one relevant conviction. But the 
company says the successful applicant must be back on the 
“straight and narrow". It is seeking advice on its security devices, 
including an electronic tracking system for stolen vehicles. 


Hague and his fiancee step out 


Welsh Secretary. 
William Hague and 
his fiancee. Ffion 
Jenkins made their 
first public 
appearance 
yesterday following 
(he announcement 
of their 
engagement. 

Mr Hague, who 
occupies the safe 
seat of Richmond, 
Yorkshire, with a 
majority of 23,504, 
marked his political card as a 16-year-old with an impassioned 
speech at the 1977 party conference. Since taking over the Welsh 
Office in July 1995 his fortunes have prospered to the point where 
some regard’ him as a future leader of the Conservative Party. 

Leading article, page 17 



Nurses suspended over abuse 


Three nurses have been suspended and a nursing assistant has 
been sacked from two NHS care homes after claims they abused 
mentally handicapped patients, it emerged yesterday. Another two 
senior nurse managers have also been suspended while an inquiry 
is carried out into the allegations, which centre around Fare Villa 
and Langdon Villa homes in Durham. 

The nurses were suspended after it was claimed that eight 
elderly female patients at Langdon Villa were locked in lavatories 
for long periods. Disciplinary hearings will be held within the n ext 
10 days. The nursing assistant was sacked from Fare Villa in 
January after he allegedly cold bathed a patient. 


Youngsters seize Lego flotsam 


Youngsters are flocking to beaches in Cornwall where thousands of 
items of Lego bricks are being washed up. The bricks were on 
board a ship taking two container-loads of Lego from the toy 
giant's headquarters in Denmark to America. The ship was 
damaged in heavy storms in the Channel last month during which 
boxes of the colourful toy bricks were thrown overboard. 


Peugeot workers balloted on strike 


Workers at Peugeot arc expected to vote for industrial action today 
in a dispute over pay and conditions. The 3,00(1 employees at the 
French firm's Coventry factory have been balloted on a strike and 
other forms of industrial action. The Transport and General 
Workers Union said the company wanted to change working hours 
to bring in longer shifts, earlier starts and later finishing times. 
Union officials say they are confident of a decisive vote for action 
when the ballot result is announced. 


Teachers of five-year-olds 

mple i 
me-s 


n per 

yesterday’s paper taught five-year-olds. The analysis did not 
show that seven per cent of five-year-olds’ teachers are poor. 
The figure for nine-year-olds is 25 per cent of the sample. 


people 



Alan Hinkes: ‘Success Is In retumin& Tbe summit Is a bonus r No mountain is woirtirar life* 






zone 


mountaineer who has already conquered Ever- 
est and K2 plans to cQmb into the “death 2x>ne” 
i more Mines fins year to achieve a world record.; 
Alan Hinkes, 42, has so far climbed eight of the 14 
-mountains over 84)00 metres, the altitude Known as 
“the death zone” because the body bums energy faster 
tharift can acquire it from the air. 

He wants to efimb tile remaining six peaks by the 
end of October, if successful he wBl be the first per- 
son toJiave reached six “premier league” summits In 
a season. 

“Some irwy see me as an eccentric madman but 1 
just want to efimb mountains," he said yesterday. “1 
know ft's going to be tough, but after preparing for 
this challenge for lO years, I'm physically and men- 
tally ready for it 

“At every.stage I'H remember my old maxim that suc- 
cess is returning and the summit is only a bonus. No 
mountain is worth a fife." 

His first target wffl be Lhotse in Nepal, at 8,501m 
the fourth highest mountain in the world, and in June 
he wHJ set off for MakaJu, 8,475m, the summit of which 
he has twice before failed to reach. His first attempt 


in 1988 ended near the summit, when he was forced , 
to turn back to help a companion, who siwrved a 400m 
fall in an avalanche. He was ready for a second at-* j 


carap^fter his leg was irgured hi a fall 

.However, laterthat yearMr Hinkes was sufliceritiy^] 
recovered to climb K2, zft 8,650m, the workTs second .i 
highest -and most dangerous - mountain, Iriteakfetan; 

On his way down K2 In July 1995 he crossed 
with Alison Hargreaves, who was on herw^upi.tiid^ 
mountain which would cost her fife. 

After Makato, Mr Hinkes will tty to 
mft of Kangchenjunga, the woricTsthli 
at 8C586m, Nanga Parbat, the ninth i 
girl, tlie sixlh at 8,1 72m and finally Anrapunta^^?fl1BrTto ‘ 
highest at 8,078m rn October. . 

Chris Bonington, non-executive cfirectoroNfegfeus, _ 1 
which is sponsoring the E70,t)00 chaBengB, safdrnta 
odds, especially the weather, are against him but that 
will make hts success afi the greater;? be said/' 

The first person to climb ^ .l^jje^y^ttwAus- | 
trian Rein hold Messner in 1986. V 

. . . Kate tMrt$ao*Skny& 



Four-legged 
ambassador falls 
victim to poisoner 
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Quick thinking by the wife of the 
Governor of Hong Kong saved the 
life of one of Britain's four-legged 
amassadore to the colony when it 
became the latest victim of a serial 
poisoner. 

While Lavender Patten (right) 
walked her dogs. Whisky and 
Soda, near the Governor s Resi- 
dence, Whisky could not resist a 
piece of chicken left tying on the 
pavement. But the dog had failed 
to sniff out the truth - it had been 
covered in insecticide-type poison. 

Moments later, the Norfolk terri- 
er began to behave strangely, and 
Mrs Patten, remembering that oth- 
er Hong Kong pets had been vic- 
tims of the so-called “Bowen Road 
Poisoner", rushed the tiny dog to 
the vet 

In a letter published in yester- 
day’s South China Morning Post, 
Mrs Paten says it was thanks to 
the care of the vets that "when 
Whisky’s small body tried to resist 
the effects of the poison, we were 
Jucky. Thankfully Whisky survived 
the ordeal.” 

Mrs Patten added: “I am writing 
now because I feel I must ware 
other people not to take their dogs 
to these particular areas of Hong 



Kong island unless they are muz- 
zled. 

“Be considerate - and do not 
leave a mess behind to give peo- 
ple an excuse for taking such cru- 
el and indiscriminate action 
against our pets.” 

Chris Patten and hts wife have 
been fervent campaigners for the 
pressure group Passports tor Pets, 
which aims to overturn Britain's 
strict quarantine laws. 

When they leave Hong Kong in 
June, they are said to be consider- 
ing living in the south of France for 
six months in the hope that the 
British laws will be relaxed, but 
aim to eventually bring the dogs 
back to London. 


Head to head for 
Heatheliffe 


Two of Britain’s screen heart- 
throbs are vying to play one of 
English literature leading romantic 
roles in a new costume drama. 

Ewan McGregor, who played 
the heroin-shooting anti-hero in 
Trainspotting, and CoGn Firth, who 
as Mr Darcy wooed viewers’ 
hearts in the BBC’s recent adapta- 
tion of Jane Austen's Pride and 
Prejudice, are both shortlisted to 
play Heathcliff in a now produc- 
tion of Wuthering Heights. 

London Weekend Television 
plans to screen the classic 19th- 
century novel as a two-hour 
special. 

The tale of obsessive love was 
Emily Bronte's only novel. The 
idea of such a shocking story of 
passion being written by a woman 
caused such a stir when it wds 
published in 1847 that she had to 
give herself the sexless nom de 
plume of Ellis Bell. 

Wuthering Heights is the latest 
classic novel to receive TV cos- 
tume drama treatment 
Persuasion, The Tenant of Wiktfett 
Hail, Emma, Moii Flanders and 
Middlemarch have all been 
screened recently. 

LWT is also showing an adapta- 
tion of Jane Eyre this Sunday. 

Matthew Brace 
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Quantity of forged cash 
is shrinking, police 


J in Britain has - r 

JL ||fr ft m W MU . V* iw^ ' '.U jr~T^~T 1 ^7^ .7- ■ ■+ 

, tamped by two-thirds in the. last. year, it emerged yesterday. Just ;- ' 
iwerilOm in counterfeit stating was seLz^ini9^co£hpared to - . 
£29m in 1995. A third of that was detected before it was used by v . 
criminals, according to theLN^i^.Gtiim^ ' 

Many of toe people nspoissiWe for produ c ing Ja ^ ^amonpts of - 
ffogftri rti&past are flawiri jaD. claiinthe ooqce--UaEkfi -i 


rim.thepd^e. 
^produced cas 
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Tjypolice seizures because all 'counterfeits are evenmaDydetecied, 
“Tner 


_ „-re is no question of coun terfeit notes re maining ; in circulation 
for long as'mevitably they gravitate to the retail traoi,’ said = . 
Detectwe. Inspector Wayne Smi th, head of specialist crinies atthe • 

ncis. • *.j . ... \"rr 

Forgeries are not impr o vin g drama ticaJlyw&ti -new technology, 
as hadbeen feared, he said- "Our eapttience shows that despite . * 
colour photocopiers becoming more widely avaflable, cnlouf copies 
represent 5 per cent of the counterfeit problem.* Most 1 v - 

“professional" counterfeiters, continue to use traditic^bal ofifetlnho 
ppnffng machin es. t. ... *.« 


DRUGS 


Ecstasy use a global problem 


Abuse or synthetic drags such as Ecstasy and miracle diet _pi0s is 
on the rise w o r ldwide, and countries are falling to tatget those : 
responsible, a UN-Banded drags body said yesterday: ThtVieniia- 
based International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) said in its; 
annual report that drag production, trafficking and abnse had 
spread to previously unaffected areas, aided fty the opening Up of 
global borders. • ’ "-i. ‘ - 

While dra g law enforcement had improved to some countries, . . 
with a significant rise in scanxrts, countries needed to foens their 
efforts internationally on ' Vt< 


potftilng big-time 
.traffickers, rather than 
small- time users and . 
pushers, the report sakL It 
highligh ted the immens e 
economic power of 
transnational crime 
syndicates, which it said 
posed a m^jor threat to 
police, judiciary and 
politicians. . 

The INCB is tbe 
guarantor of international 
drug control treaties 
which outlaw narcotics, 7 
such as cocaine, heroin ' . 
and synthetic or 
‘‘designer” drugs. 



INDUSTRY 


Stress mounts in workplace 


ttbckplace stress has caused a 90per cent increase in insurance 
c laims for mentaTand psychological illness oyer the last five years, 
with the medical profession and teachers hardest hit, according to 
a report published yesterday. 

UNUM, one of the biggest insurers providing protection for 
employees against loss of income, found that one in five of its - 
claimants had been off work for at least six months because of 
severe anxiety and depression. The company said that employers 
were becoming more demanding as working methods changed and 
Staff numbers were cuf bade, < 


Another study found -that British employees were reporting 

; in Continentiar countries. The 


higher stress levels than colleagues : 
poll of 5,000 workers by the Harris Research Centre, said that a 
half of British respondents reported increasing stress levels, 
compared with 41 per cent in Ranee, 38 per cent in Germnay, 33 
per cent in Italy and 22 per cent in Spain. Barrie Clement 


EDUCATION 


Good prospects for new graduates 


This year’s crop of university graduates have better prospects of 
landing a job than those in any year since 1990, according to an 
annual report by Income Data Services. It forecasts that tbe 
demand for graduates will continue to increase at a rate not seen 
for a decade and that median salaries for graduate recruits will 


rise bom £15,000 to £15A42. 

' ins: tA return to 1580s levels of demand is not 


However; it cautions: 
all good news, as tbe survey also registered tbe first signs of a 
return to the types of labour market shortages that characterised 
the previous decade.” 

Research FOe 41, £30, IDS, 193 St John St, London EC1 4LS. Tel: 
0171 250 3434. 


SOCIETY 


Church to address poverty 


Senior officials of the Church of England yesterday accused 
politicians of all parties of divisive policies designed to appeal to 


e middle classes at the expense of those on the fringes of society, 
and pledged to put forward their own programme for dealing vsith 
poverty. ; . 

The Ven Douglas Bartles-S mith, Archdeacon of Southwark, said 
MPs must make dear how they planned to improve the lives of the 
"forgotten 30 per cent” - those people who were unemployed Or'* 
economically inactive. ‘All the politicians talk about being tough ob 
crime but they forget about that 30 per cent of people winch isivhy 
there is crime in the first place,” he said. -,-" f 

'The leaders Of all three parties have recently said they are ' 
Christian and as Christians we are challenging to put that faith into 
action.” Kate Watson-Smyth 




NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4U2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In the first half of 199& 



what a 


£50discount 

could do for your business. 


From 1st March to 6th April 1997, you can receive a E50 discount off your 
BT business phone bill when your company buys any make of new fax machine. 
Application forms are available by fax back only by phoning Natfonafoaff 0990 673 075* 
Full terms and conditions and guidelines win accompany the application form. Return 


your completed form (to the address given) by 30th April 1997, giving the toll business 
numberto be credited, including the STD code and provide the original proof of purchase. 
Proofs of purchase will be returned within 28 days. Should you encounter any difficulties, 
just call the offer helpline on Freefone 0800 387 881 . 


Nationalize 0990 673 075* 

to rctziiK )Xtur application ftjrrn. 


Work smarter 

nm just harder 


CT^£50 disenma includes VAT and witt be datartedjmm Urn querteriv phow bilh in instalments of £2 123 excluding VAT. • Calii anr charged at national rate. Differmt charges apply to calls- /non non BT ntiawis. 






#1 


[ijfhi t> ijS£> 


T! 

i 




BtV y C :T: Off -if. ■' > y "^--r- — -.• •_• ....... 


(J^PjU* Lp ijlix? j 


& 3tfASGH^97 


news 


a negation 







Mfeteml Streeter 


of a cprrapt cbhr 

^PES^oofoallersto fbcftenafer 
.League football matches'-. to 

hpVri SL’Pir C *>n»iA«ra. *- — * -- 


centrcstage at theTVui- 
chfistetfCTOwn Court trial which 
'-■ e n ded jn yhBpgjuiy ycslg d jty . 
VV The.- qtiest l a a-far the/imy 


ture heliad approached the Sun 
oewspaper inSeptember 1994 
v with the twin intentions of mak- 
■•' ingasmtrch money as possible 
■• ^d u destroying^Grobbelaar-- 
wifo allegations that the foot- 
■• baDer had .“thrown" football 
.( matches. _ 

‘r;: T Us Sun had seoefy video- 
-taped meetings between die 
■;- pair in .which, Mr Vincent 
..; pretended 7 to have details of a 


the^dttefc drofessfoiial Tqcit- 
ballers — Bruce Grobbelaar, 

TnL.cu.1 ■■ . . 


phis -Malaysian businessman 
Heng Swan Lim.-had been in- 
volved in such a conspir^<y, or 
merely predicting results. - 
iLwas common ground be- 
tween the defenoe.and prose- 
cation that the four had been. . 


in Indonesia, for vdnch Segers 
and GrobbeTaarwerefOTecast- 

■ fog'the /outcomes of football 

matches. - . : ...' v 1 

: '"But the 5 men denied a pros-, 

! ecugon idaim that the fore-* 
'.casting, bad beenthe“bait to 
j rafcb the fish" add ensnare 
; theifin trying to throw games. 

■- vTjhe charges wrare that they: 

■ had.cpmqfoy con^iired to give 
or rfeceive;money torny tom- 

< fluence thrioutcome of football 
; matchesr- namelyfbotball rig- 
gfo fr ' '■ ■ - ■’■ 

, urohbelaari 39, was sepa- 


partner and friend, Christo- 
pher Vincent, as inducement to 
mfioence a gained AH demed the 
charges. 

; Mr, Vincent, tike .Grobbe- 
laar a Zimbabwean, had been 
the main prosecution' witness.: 
The court heard how after the 
collapse of a joint business ven- 


themeetings the goalkeeper is 
beard'appmen%adrnhtmgtry- 
-mg to throwmatches, mchnfing 
One -against Newcastle -from 
which te was said to have made 
£40,000. He akodaimedhehad 
• “lost” £125,000 after his team 
Liverpool had drawn 3-3 with 
Manchester United, The Sun’s 
: report in November 19941ed to 
an investigation by Hampshire 
police. ' > •• 

In his evidence Grobbelaar, 
now with Plymouth Argyle, said' 
he had been stringing Mr Vin- 
cent along, tofindoutvfoo what 
his former friend wasup. to and -, 
who wasbehind the meeting. ' 
“He also said that in an untaped 
meeting hehad told Mr Vincent 
that feangmatebes was afiy and - 
cotdd-notbe dodel . .• ,.V 

The prosecution. -accepted 
that-Mr Vincent, afailed btisi- 
iieasmaiLted beenntotivatedby 

^rv^5dtotor^^ived £35,000 ; 
-bui claimed the tapes ptas sur- 
rounding evidence , backed his 
story. ; Grobbelaar had been 
motivated by anger at the lev- 
el of his pay 'compared to col- 
leagues as he neared the end of 
.bis career; an accusation the 
footballer dismissed. ‘ ’ ' ‘ 

, The defence said Mr Vincent 
had been the “villam” of the 
piece in contrast with theioot- 


of international match-fixing conspiracy fails to convince jurors after 34-day hearing 

Justice 

-lg system’s 

worst 

■ ' f nightmare 


ball “heroes" and that he was 
a mercenary witness. 

Apartftom the tapes, and the 
testimony Of Mr Vincent - who 
is due to stand trial on anoth- 
er matter - die main prosecu- 
tion evidence was. what they 
called the' “pattern" of tele- 
phone calls between the de- 
fendants, coupled with evidence 
of “unexplained" payments - 
some is cash -received by the 
•four. 

Calvert Smith, for the pros- 
ecution, had said that Mr Lim, 
31, bad been the “representa- 
tive" of the betting syndicate 
whose role was to recruit foot- 
ballers to help fix matches. 
Gladiators presenter Fashanu. 
34, now retired, had been the 
“middle man", said the prose- 
cution, recruiting the two goal- 
keepers to. fix the matches. 
Urefo waS evidence that Segeis 
had paid in more than £104,000 
in cash to a Swiss account, 
Fasbanu bad received more 
than £200,000 from the Far 
East, from where Mr Lim had 
received £500,000. 

The defendants admitted 
they bad been involved in match 
forecasting - which is not ille- 
gal though it may breach. Foot- 
ball Association guidelines— for 
foe syndicate; but said they 
hadnot been involved in rigging 
any matches. The telephone 
cam and payments could be ex- 
plained by the forecasting - 
Segeis and Fasbanu aim said 
they had incomes from other le- 
gitimate business sources. 

The defence also called ex- 
pert football witnesses such as 
• Bob y/Sson, AlanBaH, Gordon 
Banks and Alan Hansen. None 
of them said they saw any evi- 
dence of attempts to let in 
goals by the goalkeepers. - - 
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A tired looking Bruce Grobbelaar leaving Winchester Crown Court with his wife Debbie after the jury foiled to 
reached a verdict on match-fixing allegations yesterday Photograph: Ian Waldie/Reuters 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

It is the justice system's worst 
nightmare - a lengthy trial, a 
string of expensive counsel and 
solicitors and costs running into 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds. 

The unenviable derision over 
whether to embark on an equal- 
ly lengthy and costly retrial 
now falls to Barbara Mills QC. 
the Director of Public Prose- 
cutions. 

She is expected to consult the 
Sir Nicholas Lyell QC. the At- 
torney General, whose consent 
had to be sought for the pros- 
ecution in foe first place because 
it was being brought under the 
Prevention of Corruption AcL 
But the final decision is hers. 

The tests for whether a pros- 
ecution should be brought are 
whether there is enough evi- 
dence to support a realistic 
prospect of conviction, and 
whether the trial would be in the 
public interest. Retrials after 
hung-jury verdicts are not that 
uncommon, but the fact that a 
jury has failed to agree once on 
a body of evidence dictates 
thai decisions to press ahead are 
taken only after careful con- 
sideration. 

There is nothing to stop the 
Crown from running the second 
trial in a different way, but the 
chances of finding additional 
evidence are usually slim. 

In high-profile cases, the fact 
that the issues have been pub- 
licly and extensively aired may 
also be a reason for concluding 
that the public interest would 
not be served by reheaising 
them again. Recent cases where 
juries were unable to agree in- 
clude that of showjumper Har- 
vey Smith, where foe jury could 
not reach a verdict over an 
assault charge relating to a dis- 
pute with a golf course border- 
ing his home. One retrial is 
usually the limit. 
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■- Fran Abrams 1 ' 

•. Political Correspondent ~ . m • ' 

' Darling, tout London is talking 
; about it. They say Tony Blair might 
' have to create 80 new lifepeeisifixe 
wants control of foe House of Lords.’ 
Why, the queue is aheady half way 
down Mfllbankl - ; 

WHfrthefoug hanlahnost oyer and 
a Labour victbiy in sj^rL tb® word 
on te 'rireet is that lists are bong 
' drawn .up for a veritable swathe -.or 
•• new life, peprs. And] there b no 
' shortage of takers among Britain’s' 

. left-wing elite. . / ; 

. Labour’s new model amtocracy 

wifi have ajob to <to, of course, help- 

ing to push through proposed ccfh- 
^utional reforms. Some senior 

sources say they may have to be draft- 
ed in sooner rather than laier-ff; 
heteditazy peers’ voting rights are to ^ 
beremovtsd. 

Safe to say, though, that Mr Blair 
will not have to Took fer m his 


search forwOifoies who arelreehto 
sport the ermine. AH he has to <k> is 
to sit back and wait for huge crowds 
of party donors, luyvies and other 
hangers^mtabeat apathtolusdoor. 
. . But the Prime Mimster-in-waiting 
Shonld beware-. the road ahead is 
bristling with -pitfalls. What, for ex- 


"ampWofall foosetaithfol souls who 
have helped to fund the election ef- 
fort? Of Bany Ccx, an old friend of 
Mr Blair’s who made a mint in in- 
dependent television and who raised 
a tidy sum for the Labour leadership 
campaign? Of James Palumbo, 
whose Ministry of Sound night club 


has provided a chauffeur-driven 
Rover for the use of Peter Mandel- 
son and his staff? A tricky business, 
this. 

But wait - there are {denty of show- 
bit types who support the Blair cause. 
And they brighten the place up no end. 
How about that nice Metvyn Bragg, 


for example? Or Dawn French - she 
seems like a nice, church-going type. 
Damon Albarn from Blair -whoops. 
Blur - b a Labour man, and even Bri- 
an Ctough has been seen wearing red 
occasionally. 

Well, maybe not. After all, the 
main qualification for these jobs is 


that their incumbents should turn up 
regularly to vote. After alL loo many 
of the old party faithful have been 
kicked upstairs in the past and nev- 
er seen again. Baroness Falkender, 
ennobled by Harold Wilson 23 years 
ago for faithful service as his polit- 
ical secretary, has yet to make her 


Tony's home bankers 



Edwina Currie 

Metvyn Bragg 

Tony Booth 

Barry Cox 

Steve Googan 

Damon Albam from the pop 

group Blur 

Michael Levy 

James Palumbo 

Swampy 

Baroness French of Dibfey 
Jack Dromey 




Poor bets: Damon Albam and Edwina Curry 


maiden speech. What New Labour 
needs is good, solid, hard-working 
peers who have proved themselves 
in high-flying posts, who aren’t over 
the full and who are prepared to give 
up the day job in favour of the Lords' 
attendance allowance of £32 per day. 

So, how about Edwina Currie, 
then? Often seen in Parliament, 
good pro-European views. But sad- 
ly, stiD a Tor}'. Labour's Lavender List 
must be free from discrimination, of 
course - imagine the shame if Mr 
Blair's nominees turned out to be all 
male! - but that might be going too 
far. 

Jamaican-born Bill Morris of the 
TGWU would have been an excel- 
lent choice, too. Bur Mr Morris has 
already said he still has work to do 
with his union and is not yet ready 
to be elevated. 

This game is not as easy as it looks. 
Ah, well, back to the drawing board. 
Did someone say Kevin Keegan 
was looking for work? 
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Wedding feast: Early visitors yesterday viewing ‘The Cutting Edge', the Victoria and Albert Museum's exhibition of 50 years of British fashion which opens tomorrow untiJ 27 July 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Water bug claims more victims Mother igsof p are 


Nicole Veash 


A company whose water supply 
has been contaminated with a 
microscopic parasite yesterday 
warned there could he further 
cases of severe stomach sick- 
ness, after another five people 
tell victim to (he infection. 

And French -owned Three 
Valleys Water admitted that 
they still cannot give customers 
the all-clear because they have 
not received the results of tests 
carried out more than 72 hour* 


French company still waiting for test results after red alert 


ago. 

~On Monday the company is- 
sued an emergency boiling wa- 
ter notice to nearly one million 
customers as a ‘ precautionary 
measure'’ after public health of- 
ficials issued a red alert when 32 
people contracted a severe 
stomach bug. 

The water-borne micro-or- 
ganism, Cryptosporidium, caus- 
es severe diarrhoea lasting up 
to three weeks and is potentially 
fatal for children and people 
who have deficient immune 


ing for them at the moment. 
Some of the tests carried out on 
Friday were positive, but at 
this stage we haven’t had a com- 
plete list of results from Satur- 
day." 

Five bore holes and three 
reservoirs, supplying water to 
homes in West Hertfordshire 
and north-west London, have 
been closed down following 
the scare. 

Dr Barry Tennison. director 
of public health for West Hert- 
fordshire Health Authority, said 
more cases were expeeted'in the 
next few days. 

"There is between a seven 
and 10-day incubation period, 
so I expect we will be seeing new 
cases later this week. 

“There 3re usually 4.000 cas- 
es each year, but we arc seeing 
significantly more than normal 
ai the moment. Luckily, no-one 
is seriously ill at this stage. 

■It will be some time before 
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systems. 

Communications Manager 
Frank Fitzpatrick said: "We 
should have had the results 
within 24 hours and we are wait- 


we are going to be able to give 
people the all-dear and lift the 


people the all-clear and lift the 
boil notice." 

Cnpiosporidiunt belongs to a 
group of protozoa occurring in 


the dung of farm animals, which with an infected person, but un- 
uan be washed from agricultural pas tensed milk and offal also 
land into nearby rivers. carry risks. 

1 1 is normally spread through Independent inspectors from 

contaminated water or contact the Drinking Water Inspec- 


Lorateyesterday met Three Val- 
ley officials for the first time to 
carry out a detailed investiga- 
tion into the outbreak. 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of the Environment 
said: "If we find that the com- 
panies have been negligent in 
their testing of water supplies, 
then we reserve the right to pro- 
secute them.” 

The first confirmed cases of 
Cryptosporidium in tap water in 
the UK emerged in 1989 when 
500 people were affected in 
Oxfordshire and North Hum- 
berside. 

Thames Vbhter later offered 
£62,000 compensation to the 62 
people who fell ill. 

In 1995 an outbreak in south 
Devon left 575 people sick. 
South West Water are now fac- 
ing prosecution charged with 
supplying water unfit for human 
consumption. 

Philip Lightowlers, of the 
Environmental Data Service, 
said: “We may be seeing a rise 
in the number of outbreaks. 
There is a possibility that in- 
creased drought causes ground 


water supplies to change their 
filtration process. 

“Rather than the rocks act- 
ing os a natural filtration, wean- 
ing out Cryptosporidium, arched 


prison 


the organism to pass through 
the enlarged gaps.” 

■ A Derbyshire company 
claims it has the technology to 
stop Cryptosporidium ever oc- 
curring. 

Memcor Ltd, which spe- 
cialises in water treatment, say 
it can prevent similar water- 
borne outbreaks occurring. 

The company uses Continu- 
ous Microfil nation, a mem- 
brane technology which uses 
pores to stop contaminants 
from entering the water supply. 

Andy Walton, spokesman for 
Memcor, said: “We use a straw- 
like fibre which acts as a filter 
with pores which are 02 microns 
in size. 

“Something like cryp- 
tosporidium is five microns so it 
naturally cannot pass through 
the filter." 

Britain's water companies 
would have to pay around £8m 
if they decided to invest in the 
latest technology to treat the 
country’s supplies. 


A teenager who is believed to 
have killed herself gave no in- 
dication in a final telephone call 
the day before her death of what 

she was going to do, her moth- 
er told an inquiry into ihe sus- 
pected suicides of three women 
at Cointon Vale prison, near 
Stirling - Scotland's only all- 
women jail yesterday. 

Anne Bouan, 48, of Renton, 
Dumbartonshire, who was the 
first witness to gave evidence at 
the fatal accident inquiry, said 
her daughter had always been 
cheerful despite fighting drug 
addiction. 

Angela Bollan, 19, a single 
mother, is believed to have 
killed beiself last April after be- 
ing remanded for a month for 
reports before being sentenced 
for theft and contravention of 
bail Six months later, Denise 
Devine, 26, of Edinburgh, was 
found dead in hercell while on 
remand at the prison. And on 
Christmas Eve, Yvonne 
Gfimour, 22, of Renfrew, is 
thought to have taken her own 
life while serving a three-month 
sentence for shoplifting, breach 
of the peace and assault. 


Three other women killed 
themselves, at the prison in the 
last 18 months. 

Mrs Bollan told the inquiry 
at Stirling Sheriff Court that her 
daughter, who would have been 
20 tomorrow, sought treatment 
for her addiction several limes 
at units in Glasgow before she 
was remanded at the jail last 
April for the third time. 

Mrs Bollan said she kept in 
contact with her daughter while 
she was on remand, writing 
letters and visiting her. 

Mis Bollan said that on her 
last visit to her daughter on 19 
April 1996, she warned of the 
effect it was having on the 
child. 

“I told her I was not coming 
up every single day because 
Stephanie was beginning to 
take notice of her sunoundmgs. 
Angela said that was fine,” Mis 
Bollan told the court She said 
Angela had telephoned her the 
day before her death and had 
given no indication that she was 
considering suicide. 

The hearing at Stirling Sher- 
iff Court was adjourned until 
today. 
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Some health plans don’t fully cover 
surgeons’ fees. 
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Call 0800 77 99 55 now, 

or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 


first name 


Incredible as it sounds, some 
of the leading health insurers 
place financial limits on cover 
for surgeons’ anaesthetists’ 
and physicians’ fees. 

Besides this, some won’t fully 
cover out-patient treatment 
such as x-rays, scans and 
diagnostic tests. And others 
offer no provision for alter- 
native medicine. 

Primecare, a policy from 
Prime Health, gives you all this 
cover as well as a no-claims 
discount of up to 50%. But 
the most remarkable thing 
about it is the price, which is 
equivalent to some companies’ 
budget schemes. 

Why not cal! us to see how 
your current policy compares 


for 
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Barclaycard 


and get 


If you currently go shopping 
with one or more store cards, 
you’d be better off trading 
them in for a Barclaycard. Up 
to £150 better off. WII take 
on an outstanding balance of 
U P to £3.°°° on your current 
store - and credit - cards and 
ait your bill by 5%.. Instantly. 
Check our current 22.3% APR 
against your -store card's - 
we're sure you’H be impressed. 

Whafs more, you can 
use it at more than ii million 
outlets worldwide! 
Trading in your store cards 
.couldn’t be easier. Just send 

.for an Application form and 

* foil written details or call 
.free on 0800 4929 29 and. 
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Jonathan Gfancey 


The successor to the world-famous 
Mini was launched at the Geneva 
Motor Show yesterday. And, erm, 
that’s it really. 

If the new bug-shaped car is, at 
first glance, a disappointment, thw 
is because it bas been virtually im- 
possible far Rover, its maker, to re- 
peat^ the sensation caused by the 
ongm&l'car on its d&ut 38 years ago. 
Sir A?ec lssigonis's legendary design 
has been in production, with re 1 
raarkably few changes, ever since, 
and although the original Mini sells 
in fairly small numbers today; the car 
has remained a cult classic as WeO as 
a practical, if noisy, way of nipping 
through city traffic. 

Just 10-feet fang, yet seating four 
adults, taking a sizeable chunk of lug- 
gage, and immense fun to drive, the 
Mini was well-received since its in- 
ception, but was never a commercial 
success. Its original manufacturer, die 
long-defunct British Motor Corpo- 
ration. was incapable of making a de- 
cent profit on the little car, even 
though it generated enormous pub- 
licity and goodwill in the early Sixties. 



not as we know it 



Sixties icons: The original Mini and the new Volkswagen Beetle 



Taken up by fashionable photog- 
raphers (Lord Snowdon), comics (Pe- 
ter Sellers), Beatles (John Lennon), 
racing successfully in. the Monte 


Michael Caine and Nofil Coward, in. 
The Italian Job, the Mmi was the car 
of the decade.. Last year a poll of 
Autocar readers voted Issagonis’s 
miniature masterpiece the Car of (he 
Century, ahead of such historic and. 
best-seuing rivals as Henry Ford’s 
ModePT and .Ferdinand ffarsche’s 
Volkswagen Beetle. 


Ft om certain views the oew Mini 
looks rather like VW's retio-Beeile 
- winch goes on sale in Britain soon. 
This is probably less the result of 
‘ BMW’s ownership of Rover than the 
. fact tbai an obsession with bug-like 
“organic" design bas swept through 
motor-industry design Audios over 
the past five years. The R>rd Ka. Da- 
genham’s new “super-mini", is clear- 
ly derived from the same school of 
. design, as is the up-and-coming 
Mercedes-Benz city car. Graduates 
of the Royal College of Art’s car- 


design school which has nurtured the 
approach for HI years, have spread 
the style-language to all four comers 
of the aulo-world. The new Mini is 
not especially distinctive. 

For belter or worse, the 1959 Mini 
was largely the product of one man's 
design skills, lssigonis's car bounced 
onto the road on its tiny 10-inch 
wheels very much as its Smyrna-born 
engineer intended - free from com- 
promise and the dead-hand of design 
committees and marketing studies. 

The latest BMW- Rover Mini (the 



car will be branded as a Mini with- The raucous, anti-sleep BMC A- market. The original Mini occupies 
out reference to its makers) is the series enrine ibai powered lhe Mini a slol in which il bas become ihc only 
product of compromise. To an extent for many years will make way for a choice. Oi her upmarket bubble cars 
this is a relief: Issigonis initiallv re- Chrvsler engine buDl in Brazil. .such as the Fiat 5U0 . Datsun NoOU 
fused to include a heater in the first Prototypes shown at Geneva in- and Hillman Imp haw Jong since van- 
Minis, because, or so this unrepen- elude a five-door hatchback version, ished. The latest car from Rover is 
tant functionalist argued, these suggesting Rover is more interested a Mini but not as Alec Issigonis, John 
would cause drivers to fall asleep, in competing with the “super-mini * Lennon and Twiggy knew it. 



Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The most extreme cases of bad 
parenting would be criminalised 
under the latest initiative a gahyt 
youth crime from Michael 
Howard, the Home Secrebuy. 

Those who failed in their 
parental responsibilities and 
spurn offers of support would 
be at risk of a parental control 
order, punishable if breached by 
an electronic tagging order, a 
£1,000 fine, a probation order 
or removal of their driving li- 
cence, Mr Howard said in a 
Green Paper. 

New inter-agency groups - 
child-crime teams -would iden- 
tify children at risk of offend-, 
ing. referring them and their 
parents, if appropriate, to a suit- 
able local scheme to reduce the 
risk of offending. 

The aim is to target children 
of 16 or under, inclodiag those 
under 10 who cannot be 
brought before the criminal 
courts, whose behaviour is like- 
ly to lead to offending as well 
as those who have already 
notched up convictions. Parents 
would be at risk of an order 
where the behaviour was judged 
to have resulted from their 
own lack of care and control. 

But the paper, “Preventing 
Children Offending", found a 
lukewarm reception from penal 
experts, who welcomed its em- 
phasis on early intervention 
but warned that the punitive el- 
ements would do little to reduce 
delinquency. 

Courts already possess a 
panoply of criminal and dyfl 
powers to deal with errant chil- 
dren. Maiy Honeyball gener- 
al secretary of the Association 
of Chief Officers of Probation 
said: “Magistrates already have 
the power to fine parents of 
young offenders. This power is 


rarely used because sentencers. 
know it does not work." 

Mr Howard insisted, howev- 
er, that there was a fine distinc- 
tion between his proposed new 
order, which would be subject to 
extensive piloting, and what had 
gone before. "The order itself is 
not a criminal offence. It is a way 
of encouraging parents to face 
up to their responsibilities.’’ 

However, the; criminal law 
would come into playwhere par- 
ents “unreasonably’’ refused to 
comply with an order, failed to 
. comply with conditions attached 
to it- far example ensuring that 
their child was at home at cer- 
tain hours, or putting right dam- 

S »e, making. an apology or 
eaning up . graffiti -. or where 
■ the parents' behaviour clearly 
showed they were not exercis- 
ing proper care and control 
over the child. The penally of a 
curfew order, monitored .by 
electronic tagging, might re- 
quire the parents to “stay at 
home in the eveningwhere they 
could keep an eye on their chil- 
dren*’, the paper says. 

Ms Honeyball said: “Fines 
and curfews will only increase 
the feeling’ of inadequacy. 
Those parents who w3J not or 
cannot tike' responsibility for 
their childrcnare unlikely toxe- 
spoad to punitive measures 
which may increase domestic 
tension and result m the child 
being taken into care.’ 

pan! Cayadino, chairman of 
the ’Penafftffaais Consortium, 
said: “The Green Papier is a pe- 
culiar mixture of constructive 
ideas to prevent delinquency 
and punitive parent-bashing 
measures which will do nothing 
to cut youth crime. The re- 
.wfll often be excessive 
physical punishment of the 


risk 
offending." 


further 


Irish army defuse 



Alan Murdoch 

Dublin . 


walis* paramilitaries are be- 
rved to have planted a bomb 
muining commercial explo- 
re in Monaghan town in tbe 
isfe -Republic, close to the 
inter with Northern Ireland. 
Tin? , device, found m a yard 
:htod il Sinn Fein office on 
onday, was the first loyalist 
»mb discovered south ot the 
mter smee the Combined 
walist Military Command 


announced its ceasefire in 
October 1994. 

Gardai suggested the crude- 
ly-made bomb, left in a plastic 
holdall, may have failed to go 
off because of faulty construc- 
tion. A man living m a nearby 
fiat heard the detonator ex- 
plode: But it failed to-ret off the 
mam bomb, which was made 
safe by an Irish .army bomb 
” 1 unit. 


O MOTHER! 
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iu*i device, in Monaghan is 
believed to have consisted of 
'several pounds of-Pcwergel, a_ 
— of commercial explosive 

* Vnr 



nnteer Force) in devices plant- 
ed in Dublin in 199 *, neither of 

which eroded . 

| A new level of detente will 
be reached Today when Or- 
angemen meet an Irish minis- 
ter. Avrii Doyle, to discuss ways 
in which they may be included 
in next year' s bi-centennial cel- 
ebrations of the 1798 United 
Irishmen’s rebellion, which 
sought to launch an insurrection 
based on the .ideals of the 

French Revolution. 
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A writer dismisses Christ as a minor ‘Galilean 
exorcist’, and brings down the wrath of theologians 

Kate Watson-Srayth 


AN Wilson: “If it was not for Paul we would never have heard of Jesus 1 


They’re calling it Epistles at Dawn and it is 
likely to be a bitterly fought and bloody dud. 
It hinges on the startling theory put forward 
by a former high-Anglican novelist that Jesus 
Christ was not the founder of the Church; it 
was. in fact, his friend Saint PauL 

The author of this theory is the writer 
AN Wilson who says that Jesus was simply a 
min or "Galilean exorcist” and just one of 
many messiahs knocking around that region 
2,000 years ago. 

He argues that Christianity in fact owes its 
existence to Paul, whose vision on the road to 
Damascus led him to claim a new covenant 
and to put forward a view of Christ as Saviour 
and the Cross as the gateway to salvation. 

This theory flies in the face of conventional 
Christian belief and Wilson was instantly 
challenged to a public debate by tbe Dean of 
Lichfield, the Very Rev Tom Wright, a Pauline 
scholar who claims that Wilson has got 
“everything completely upside down”. 

He said: ‘There has always been a lot of 
lively debate about Raul and his role in 
Christianity but really Mr Wilson has got it all 
wrong. 

"The argument about Paul's role in the 
founding of Christianity has been going on for 
ages and serious scholars of all shapes and 
sizes gave them up long ago. 

"There is no doubt that Mr Wilson is a 
talented and elegant writer but he has got ft 
quite wrong and he should stick to writing 
fiction.” 

Wilson was unfazed by this attack and stuck 
rigidly to his guns: "If it was not for Paul we 
would never even have heard of Jesus. 

"Paul brought Judaism to the Gentile world 
and as far as he was concerned Jesus was the 
equivalent of the unkn own soldier. We put a 
lot of our thoughts into that tomb at 
Westminster and we have no idea who is in it 
and it does not really matter. In the same way, 
Jesus is simply the focus for Christianity.” 
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said he was worried about the - 
radical theories could provoke and 
WOson to a public debate, 
always refused to debate the 
_ with me until now but I 
believe he has how agreed," he said 
triumphantly. 

T don’t know where and I don’t know when 
- but we will have that debate.” 

Others seemed reluctant to join tbe fray. A - 
spokesman for the Synod of the Church of 
England said its members could not possibly 
enter the debate on who started the Church. 
"There is no call for the Church of England to 
have a major view on Paul so we leave all that 
to the theologians," he said. 

“The Church never takes an official 
position on reflections such as these - the 
Synod does not go in for debate,” he added 
loftily. 

So, then, to find a theologian with an 
opinion on the far-reaching question of who 
started the Church. 

James Dunn, the Lightfoot Professor of 
Divinity at Durham University, said that 
Wilson’s book was just the latest in a long line 
of new theories. 

"There's a new theory put forward about 
every 10 years and it gels discussed for a while 
and then forgotten about,” he said. 

Canon Professor Robin GUI, of the 
University of Kent, Canterbury, seemed to 
prefer the "if it’s not broken don't mend it" 
school of tfaoughL 

"It is in the nature of universities to pose 
radical questions and debate them but it is not 
something that should be put into the public 
arena as a lot of people will not have tne 
background knowledge and understanding to 
discuss it and they may find h offensive. 

''If there is a coherent picture of Jesus in 
tbe Gospels, and there is. then why not start 
with that. There is no need to start turning 
everything upside down and spending a lot of 
lime speculating for the sake of it," he said. 

Quite. 



Dr Wright: Wilson has got “everything completely upside down' 


Child intensive care 
needs concentrating 


Vfi. 

''irrsurnffl 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


Intensive care beds for children 
should be concentrated in a 
few large regional centres, 
rather than being dotted around 
district general hospitals, ac- 
cording to an expert advisory 
committee. 

The national advisory body 
on paediatric intensive care, 
meeting in London yesterday, 
said 250 beds could be concen- 
trated in as few as 16 centres 
compared to the 30 main cen- 
tres which now deal with in- 
tensive care for children. 

The news comes as it was 
revealed that a three-year-old 
girL flown 200 miles for hospi- 
tal treatment, has died. Jodie 
Levy, from Doxford Park, Sun- 
derland, was taken to tbe Glen- 
ficld Hospital in Leicester last 
Wednesday by helicopter to 
undergo specialist treatment 
for meningococcal septicaemia. 

She needed specialist treat- 
ment to put oxygen into her 
blood to counter the effects of 
meningococcal septicaemia; 


doctors in Sunderland had been 
unable to offer such treatment. 

Sources close to the National 
Co-ordinating Group on the 
Provision of Pediatric Intensive 
Care said it wfll recommend that 
future policy should allow for 
about two centres per region, 
with at least eight intensive-care 
beds per centre as a minimum. 
- This would compare to the 
present situation, where many 
beds are dotted round district 
general hospitals. About 12J)00 
children are admitted to inten- 
sive care each year. The majority 
of units have six beds or less, 
though some have more than 
30. The result is that about 40 
percent of children in intensive 
care are treated on children’s 
wards, or in adult units, rather 
than in specialised units. 

The group is also urging the 
training of more staff to spe- 
cialise in paediatric intensive 
care, as the outcomes for chil- 
dren are much better where 
dedicated staff axe treating 
them. "It cannot be done on a 
part time basis,” one source 
said. 


At present, only half the 
nurses who work on paediatric 
intensive care wards have 
trained specifically in this spe- 
cially, though 90 per cent are 
trained to work with cfafldren. 
The group was expected to call 
for the number of those specif- 
ically trained to be doubled. 

“The best results for children 
are services with dedicated 
medical nursing staff who have 
gone through the proper train- 
ing," the source added. 

Retrieval systems should also 
be improved, with senior staff 
being sen t In the ambulance to 
collect the child. There would 
need to be agreed arrange- 
ments with the control units 
over how children would be 
transferred. Parents should also 
be transferred with their chil- 
dren. Anthony Harrison, fellow 
in health policy analysis at the 
King's fund, said the idea "was 
aimed at reducing risk” but 
that good retrieval practices 
were essential if deaths were to 
be avoided. 

Ann Coffey, Labour health 
spokeswoman, called for more 


research to be done to make 
sure that the number of beds 
was sufficient 

She added that any overhaul 
of specialist centres would in- 
evitably require close inspection 
of pri m ary and secondary care. 

The group was seL up in 
June lastyear .following the re- 
port into -paediatric intensive 
care by the NHS executive 
which promised 30 extra beds 
and called for specialist staff and 
greater flexibility. 

That, in turn, had been 
sparked by the crisis of the pre- 
vious winter, when hundreds of 
children in need of intensive 
care beds had to be turned away 
from major hospitals, prompt- 
ing widespread criticism of gov- 
ernment policy from doctors 
and patients’ groups. 

The crisis peaked with the 
death of Nicholas Geldard, 10, 
in December 1995. He suf- 
fered a brain haemorrhage at 
home in Stockport, Cheshire 
and was ferried; already brain- 
dead to Leeds after hospitals in 
Liverpool, Manchester and 
Sheffield turned him away. 


Sew train 

pals 



if private 


sSk Rsrse *> 




-J- 7 


Ban on creating human clones 
must be tightened up, MPs say 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


MPs have called an urgent 
meeting today to clarify whether 
British law needs to be tight- 
ened to close a loophole that 
might allow the creation of 
human clones. 

The cross-party Science and 
Technology Select Committee 
will today ask representatives of 
the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority (HFEA) 
to clarify the position. Under the 
HFE Act, which became law in 
1991, cloning human embryos 
is banned. But the technology 
used to create Dolly tbe sheep, 
a done of an adult sheep, did 
not use an embryo. It used an 
unfertilised egg cell and the nu- 
cleus of a normal cell. 


That leaves open the possi- 
bility that somebody might be 
able take cells from an adult and 
insert them into unfertilised 
egg ceils and try to produce a 
done. If the cells were taken 
with consent from an adult 
woman, she might also provide 
the egg cells, opening up the 
odd possibility that somebody 
could lawfully done themselves. 

The HFEA’s confidence was 
dented by the recent decision of 
the Appeal Court to overturn 
its ban. an the use by the wid- 
ow Diane Blood of sperm tak- 
en from her husband while he 
was in a coma. Although the Act 
had been thought watertight, it 
was breached there. MPS fear 
something similar could happen 
with cloning. 

“It’s a legal question that we 


can get out of the way by talk- 
ing to them,” said Dr Jeremy 
Bray, a Labour member of the 
committee yesterday. 

Tomorrow, the committee 
will question representatives 
of the teams who did the break- 
through research at the Roslin 
Institute and PPL Therapeutics 
in Scotland. 

Despite die brief period re- 
maining until Parliament is dis- 
solved for the genera] election, 
the committee plans to rush out 
a report on cloning. “ 7 We had to 
move quickly," said Dr Bray. 

The reverberations from the 
Scottish work continue to 
spread. President BUI Clinton 
yesterday banned the use of US 
government funds for human 
cloning experiments, warning 
that humanity should “resist the 


temptation to replicate our- 
selves." 

President Clinton asked for 
a voluntary moratorium on hu- 
man cloning experiments in 
the US, at least until the legal 
and ethical issues can be sort- 
ed out Since privately funded 
scientists are not covered by his 
directive, he said only a volun- 
tary moratorium. would ensure 
ethical issues are folly debated. 

Researchers in Oregon who 
last year'clohed monkey em- 
bryos said they : had no desire to 
reproduce a human.- 

Mr Ginton.said there was a 
need to resolve the desire to use 
dotting to cure disease “without 
raising the kind of ethical im- 
plications that, in effect, we're 
m the business where people are 
trying to play God”. 
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news 



Jason Bennetfco 

Crime Correspondent 

Interpol. the international po- 
lice organisation, is to be alert- 
ed about a possible sighting in 
India of Richey Edwards, the 
missing member of the Manic 
Street Preacher nx± group. . 1 
Detecih/es from Scotland 
Yard have questioned Viv Mor- 
ris, a lecturer in media studies 
at Neath College in South 
Wales, who believes he saw the 
' missing musician at a market in 
the holiday ifegion of Goa. They 
believe Mr Morris is a reliable 
witness and are taking his report 
seriously. . 

Interpol and the Indian _po-' 

lice are to be given descriptions 
and photographs of Mr Ed- 
wards who wrote lyrics and 
played guitar for the award 

• winning Welsh band, before 
disappearing, aged 28, in Feb- 
ruary 1995 while being treated 
for depression. 

His passport and credit cards 

.were found in his flat in Cardiff 
and, two weeks later, his car was 

• found at Aust service station, 
■' next to the M4. Its car park 

overlooks the Severn Bridge 
and is a favourite spot for sui- 
cides. However, his body has not 
been found, prompting claims 
by many of his fans that he may 
still be alive. 



Edwards: Vanished in 1995 

friend of the band. There have 

, 


the whole thing upsets a lot of 
people." She added that the 
members of the band did not 
want to -comment- 

Mr Morris, who . said he was 
“seven-and-a-half out of 10 
convinced the man he saw was. 
the musician, said he now re- 
grets the fuss his dann has 

^used. He saw a man with long 

hair who looked like Mr Ed- 
wards last November. A 
stranger said that he was called 
“Rich" and had arrived m Goa 
about 18 months be fore . 

Mr Morris told BBC Radio 
4's Todav programme he had 
mentioned the sighting in pass- 
ing during an interview, and the 

matter had been “senedwi .He 
was now concerned aboutthe 


a pleafior the man who "has 
worked so hard to gam this 

anonymity’’ to be left alone. 

A spokesman from Scotland 
Yard said: “We questioned Mr 
Morris on Monday. We are 
fairly confident this is a senous 
-report. The sigh ting was made 
in November last year so where 
the person it now is hard to say. 
The indications are that it is a 

wards was not wanted for any 
criminal activity. “He might be 
marked down as a vulnerable 
person hnd we would want to 
see that he was OK." 

The controversy comes a 
week after his former group won 
best band.and best album m the 
" music industry’s Brit awards. 

' Mr Edwards' parents, who 
live in Blackwood, Gwent, are 
said to share bis fans’ optimism 
and have clung to sp°ra?’£ 
sehlin® of their son, which 




have . been. reportedmUer- ■JT" mus £V jona Cotta 
many, New York Bedfordshire ancient Memorial 

and Worcestershire. 5cnw 


— 



A spokeswoman for the 
Manic Street Preachers said 

yesteiday:“Eveiyonefeveryij- ^_ randQBIiess ^u^- 


New train order 
signals advance 
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Randeep Ramesh 

Tra nsport Correspondent.. • 

The first major order for new 
trains since Britain’s railways 
were privatised was announced 

y “& Tilbuiy Seuthu^ 
which runs commuter services 
between London and Essex 
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vast improvement for pasfCT 

^The'mivatisation of British 

R^^Uapseinthenmn- 

bought 


more than 400 carriages a year, 
whereas, privatisation has seen 
only 12 new tarriagesordered 

by b private operator - umtern, 

“This is great news for our 
company andwehopeit^lag- 
naliSe.start.crf a newraDrev- 
ohiticm in the UK and gri*™ 1 
to the industry," said Sng Svard, 
the company’s UK chief exec- 
utive. A company spokes- 
woman said the order ^was 
likely to lead to new jobs. 

The company had as many as 
6,000 employees Me 

1980s. But with orders drying 
up, numbers at Derby have 
dwindled to about 1,000. 

< , ... Lxihi 


rindled to about 1,000. - 

Private firms have promised 
much, but delivered little, m re- 
turn for the chance to run the 
nation’s train setNaUonalEx- 
nress. which operates GatwicK 
feSress fraaiem^ is poised to 
buy eightnew trains and freneb 

firm Connex are also set to in- 
vert in morn than 200 trams for 

its Rent commuter, sennet. 

Sir George Young, the Sec- 
retary of State for Transport, 
said: “This is g«* ocm-Jor 
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Major fighting phantom enemy 


Bare night on a 
cold mountain 


A nother day, another poster. Sensitive to charges of 
negative advertising Dr Mawhinney and the Crispins 
from the Tory ad agency, had put their heads 
together and come up with something more positive. This 
was the clever idea of a visual pun involving the Labour 
Leader in juxtaposition to some appalling consequence of 
Labour victory. So number one was “Tony & Bill", showing 
the Rt Hon Anthony Charles Lynion Blair and - a bill (for 
50 billion quid). Heehee. 

This really got us in the office going. In their dark hour, 
how could we do other than help out the Conservatives with 
a few ideas of our own for future posters in this series? Our 
favourites were: Tony & John, featuring a lavatory down 
which Britain’s prospects would disappear, Tony & Mike, 
with a microphone and an attack on sound-bite politics: 
Tony & Nick, depicting a crumbling prison - complete with 
escaping murderers : Tony & Jerry, indicating a Britain in 
thrall to Helmut Kohl and his EurofederaJists; and - finally 
(only if all else is failing and Labour is still 20 per cent 
ahead on April 30th) - Tony & Dick. 

As I was faxing these ideas to my friends at Central 
Office. I caught a BBC bulletin concerning the engagement 
of William Hague, the 35-year-old Secretary of State for 
Wales, to one Ffion Jenkins. Ms Jenkins (who has just - in 
my opinion - become affianced to the next Conservative 
Prime Minister) apparently taughL Mr Hague the words of 
Sospan Faeh and then "enlightened him on a windy hillside 
in N. Wales". I feel an affinity for Mr Hague: in 1976 1 was 
similarly enlightened by a young woman on a hill above 
Llandudno during a National Union of Students 
conference. It was at once the hottest and coldest 
experience 1 have ever had. Pob luc, Wiliam bachl 
Then, just before I went into the Chamber. SkyNews 
showed a picture of some schoolchildren and the reporter's 
voice spoke of "five year olds faring tanks and curfews". On 
the day that the Government announced its proposals for 
dealing with juvenile crime, this was ominous, to say the 
least. Would Jack Straw hold a press conference, and argue 
that tanks were insufficiently robust, and that sowing land- 
mines outside schools would deter truancy more effectively? 
I pointed this out to a colleague. "Not lanks, idiot,” she said 
affectionately, “tags !" Tags for five-year-olds? And I 
thought the world had gone madl What a relief! 

I wasn't the only happy bunny in the House. Labour MPs 
were - understandably - very mellow. Every time a marginal 
Toiy stood up they waved at him and sang "bye-bye" in 
funny Little voices. And they want to lock five year olds up! 

What was odder, however, was that the Prime Minister 
should be in such a relaxed, almost valedictory mood. Tony 
needled him concerning the mal mots of Mr Health 
Secretary Decibel. Shouldn't Decibel be attending 


Voters’ desire 
for change after 
18 years of Tory 
rule seen as 
uphill challenge 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


personally to the crisis in the Health Service (a frightening 
thought this. Decibel in surgical mask yelling “NURSE! 
SCALPEL!!!"), rather than creating a crisis in the Cabinet? 
No, replied Mr Major mildly. Decibel "has been an 


The “phantom enemy" which 
the Government is fighting in 
the general election is the fact 
that the Tories have been in 
power for IS years, the Prime 
Minister said yesterday. 

John Major shared the view 
of many ministers that the Con- 
servatives' biggest challenge in 
the election will be overcoming 
the public mood that it is “time 
for a change" after four suc- 
cessive terms of office. 

.Asked why the Tories could 
not get its act together. Mr Ma- 
jor said on BBC Radio Five: 
“Eighteen years is the principle 
problem." He added: "The dif- 
ficulty we have at the moment 
is not with the state of the coun- 
try - it's patently growing, you 
can see that with the growth in 
the economy and the fall in un- 
employment. 

"But when you have been 
in government for IS years you 
are fighLing in a sense a phan- 
tom enemy and 1 think that is 
a bigger problem for us than any 
other." 

Ministers privately believe 
the longevity factor is one rea- 
son why the upturn in the econ- 
omy - hailed bv the Chancellor. 
Kenneth Clark, last Monday 
night - is failing to feed through 
into the "feel-good factor" for 
the Tories and close Labour's 
lead in the opinion polls. 

As the Prime Minister handled 
questions in a 45-minute phone- 
in programme. Brian Mawhin- 
ney, the Conservative Party 
Chairman, unveiled a new Tory 
campaign poster to replace the 
Tory lion shedding red tears, 
which is regarded as a failure. 

The new poster attempts to 
hit at alleged Labour spending 



Slogan war: Brian Mawhinney (right) and Chief Secretary to the Treasury William Wald eg rave launching the new Tory poster Photograph: Reuters 


figures, depicting Tony Blair 
studying a hill for £30hn. The 
slogan. "Tony & Bill", may 
leave voters as bemused as the 
lion posters did. Conservative 
Central Office sources said it 
was not poking fun aL Labours 
attempts to ape some of the 
campaign techniques of the 
United States President, Bill 
Clinton. "Mr Blair is looking at 
a bill. It is nothing to do with 
Bill Clinton." 

Mr Major defended the 


Tories' negative campaigning as 
a success, and he told one sym- 
pathiser that it was important 
to point out the risks to the elec- 
torate, which tended to think 
that as the economy was doing 
well, it was safe to vote Labour. 

The Prime Minister also left 
little doubt that 1 May would be 
the election date, which is fast 
becoming the worst-kept secret 
in Whitehall. “There is a fair ex- 
pectation. I think I will an- 
nounce it in the normal 


constitutional way." He fell 
silent when pressed to say it 
would be 1 May. 

As he handled hostile ques- 
tions with politeness, Mr Major's 
performance was a foretaste of 
the personal charm offensive be 
is punning to lead in the elec- 
tion campaign. He refused to be 
irritated, even by last week- 


end's gaffe by Stephen DorreD, 
the Secretary of State for 


the Secretary of State for 
Health, which reopened the 
row over the European single 


currency alter strenuous efforts 
had been made to reunite the 
Cabinet behind the Govern- 
ment's “wait-and-see" polity. 

“He made a mistake. He's 
human, as we aD are ... We ail 
make mistakes. I make mis- 
takes. Everybody makes mis- 
takes from time to Lime," said 
Mr Major. 

The Prime Minister, a 
Chelsea supporter, was also in 
forgiving mood to the football 
referee, who awarded a penal- 


ty last week which put Leices- 
ter out of the FA Cup. The de- 
cision, which has led to 
demands for video evidence to 
be used by football referees on 
the pitch, was a mistake, Mr 
Major said. 

“I don't think it was a penal- 
ty... Everyone has been beastly 
to the referee. It is a hell of a 
job to be a referee. I sympathise. 
He had to make the decision 
running around for two hours. 
He must have been tired ... " 


outstanding Health Secretary". But a disastrous leadership 
candidate, he didn’t add. 


As Ben Chapman, the victor of Wirral, was led to sign his 
me in the members' book and the Opposition waved 


name in the members' book and the Opposition waved 
their order papers (I blame the parents). Mr Major gave 
the new MP a hearty handshake, and left the Chamber, 
smiling: more relaxed than I have seen him for months. Or 


Mrs Dorrell puts her faith in the NHS 


resigned, perhaps? But when I last spotted Mr Chapman, 
he was wandering about behind the Sneakers chair. 


Cofin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 


he was wandering about behind the Speaker s chair, 
looking lost, - a metaphor for the political moment. 


Stephen Dorrell, the Secretary 
of State for Health, and his wife. 
Penelope, are expecting their 
third child to be born this 


month in an NHS hospital. 

The Health Secretary, whose 
son and daughter were bom in 
NHS hospitals, has private 
health insurance, but his wife 
has put her faith in the state's 
healthcare svstera and will be us- 


“Whatever happens 


in the Election, 


ing the NHS for the delivery of 
their third child. 

Baroness Thatcher famous- 
ly defended her use of private 
medicine in the midst of the 
1987 general election campaign 
by insisting she wanted the doc- 
tor of her choice at the lime of 
her choice. 

Now. ihe Dorrell family's 
support for the NHS comes 
amid expectations that the Tory 
general election manifesto will 
commit the Tories to a publicly- 
funded health service, and will 
deny any switch to a general in- 
surance-based system. Mr Dor- 
rell. like Lady Thatcher, sees his 
private health insurance as a 
"safety net" for his family's 
health care, which can be called 
on when necessary. 

Labour has abandoned its 


former commitments to re- 
move private beds from the 
NHS, and the hostility towards 
private health cover has defused 
as more employers, including 
some unions, offer private 
health cover for their workers, 
but it could still be a flashpoint 
in the election, with Labour con- 
tinuing to claim that the Tories 
are intent on privatising the 
NHS. 

After Mr Dorrell's gaffe over 
ruling out Britain's entry into the 
European single currency, Tony 
Blair yesterday told John Major 
at Prime Minister's Question 
Time that Mr Dorrell should 
concentrate on the crisis in the 
health service, rather than the' 
crisis in his party. 

Mr Blair disclosed Lhat an in- 
dependent report tomorrow 


win show that many of Britain's 
Accident and Emergency unite 
are facing “acute and chronic cri- 
sis". The problem was being 
made worse by the “internal 
market” in the NHS. 

The report, by the NHS Sup- 
port Federation, which said last 
night it lends no support to any 
party, will show “a faltering and 
pressurised service struggling to 
cope with demand". The report, 
entitled A and E: NHS in Dis- 
tress, is critical of the market- 
based system which it claims 
makes a coordinated response 
to rising demand almost 
impossible. 

“We cannot simply redirect 
resources from other hospital 
sendees to A and E. We need 
a constructive and full response 
to give the public new confi- 


dence in then- A and E sendees,” 
said Janet Baiter, a casualty con- 
sultant at Southend. 

Some NHS officials fear that 
some Camfly doctors are passing 
their patients on to casualty 
units to jump the queues for hos- 
pital treatment There were also 
fears that an unexplained six per 
cent rise in demand for emer- 
gency treatment would be re- 
peated this year, overloading the 
system. 

To cope with an expected up- 
surge in demand, Mr Dorrell al- 
located a fund of £25 m for 
intensive care, mental health 
and continuing care. The extra 
money was intended to help tide 
the NHS over until April when 
the additional £1.6bn for the 
health service announced in 
the Budget becomes available. 
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power yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 


|f you take out a Mercantile 
Credit loan now-, you're guaranteed 
that your repayments and the 


AMOUNT OF 
LOAN 


£ 6,000 

£10,000 
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SG wnn 
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476.20 1 
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223 33 
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f your 

loan 

are 

fixed - 


whatever happens to interest 
rates after the Election. 

You can borrow anything from 
£500 to £15,000 and we’ll give you 
up to five years to pay us back. 


You don't need any deposit 
or security. We'll give you a 
quick decision. 

And we’re open every day 
from 7am to 11pm. So. if 
you’re over 25. in regular 
employment and have an 
annual income of £10.000 or 
more, call us free now. 


ENJOY THE FUTURE WITHOUT GLASSES 

Eliminate the inconvenience and 
cost of contact lenses and glasses 
for only £395 per eye (or £760 for 
both). Using the most advanced 
lasers our doctors can correct 
short-sight and astigmatism. Over 
28,500 treatments make 0PT1MAX 
the UK's leading laser centre. 
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The Minis try of Defence ad- 
mitted last night that Parliament 
may have been misled by Earl 
Howe, the Defence minister, 
over the fate of animals whose 
deaths may have been linked to 
the use of OTganophosphate 
pesticides in the Gulf War. 

Former soldiers who served - 
in the conflict have told The In- 
dependent they believe that 
camels, sheep and domestic 
animals which died in the war 
were killed by pesticides. 

Army chiefs ordered that the 
animal corpses be sent bads, to 
the UK for scientific tests to de- 
ter mine the cause of their deaths. , 
Last July, in response to a 
Parliamentary question. Earl 
Howe told Parliament the ex- 
periments at an Edinburgh vet- 
erinary centre had shown the 
anim als died of natural causes. 

But last night, after inquiries 
by The Independent and Grana- 
da Television, the (firector of the 

Centre for Tropical Veterinary 
Medicine in Edinburgh, which 
Earl Howe said carried out the 
tests, said he had no record of 

such work ever being .done. 

Professor David Taylor said 
staff at the centre had no rec- 
ollection of such tests. He has 
written to Earl Howe asking for 
an explanation of the inforaia- 


jjon given to jramaroem i»»ju 
“T have gone back through «*“ 
our computerised records, and 
we have ho record of ever hav- 
ing done work.” 

He added: *T have written to 
Earl Howe and asked hhn if he 
could let me know exactly who 
received these sample because 
we axe at a loss to knciw where 
this information in Hansard 
comes from." 

The MoD said it had begun 
an internal inquiry into bow me 

tnd Tv»ftn misinformed. 


uau vwwu m>-> 

A spokesman said: “Wt are 

. .. . _n .L. .MMimitr roit tfl 



See WHO ajuviatu — 

Jus reply. Perhaps there is con- 
fusion in the name of the 
learned body fwhich did t he e x- 
perimentsl. Itseems clearly to 
have not been the Centre fat 
Tropical Veterinary Medione. 
Last July the Countess of 

Mar, who has taken a wedal in- 
terest in the effects of oreano- 
odicr 


At the time the answer was 

gven, the MoD was denying uk 

use of oiganophosphate 
nddes (ops) m the Gulf War- 
Three months later, Nicholas 
Soames, the Aimed Forces 
minister, apologised to tne 
House and said be bad been 
misinf ormed: ops had been 
used to protect troops from 

^Yfesterdw, troops who served 
in the conflict told of how they 

were ordered to put the annnal 

t^xcasses intoplastic bags to be 
flown back to Britain. _ 

Cpl Richie Tlimbull, a 
Oxtster-based RAF veteran, 
said; -All the flies on the anunaB 

were dead as welt It was very 

strangle." He said that he was 

sure that the dead anm»ls w«« 

f«*r4r »n military labs. 


pnrtt Jiicm: utfcwuuw ~ - 

chemicals on British hoops, 
ocW whether the ammals hah 
been exposed to nerve gas.' - 
In his reply Earl Howe said: 
“Samples mom dead ammaB 

were sent back to the Bhnbmg 

Veterinary School and Tropical 
Medicine Centre l«f 1 vf all 
were found to hare died of nat- 
1 •^. M <n«/4'ifhiTW5;as eat- 


ing tor soeotists from me ruuuu 
Down chemical and biological 

defence establishment m Wilt- 
shire, attribntes the animal 

deaths to Ate use of pesticides 

He said he accompanied 
bbdv-bags containing animals as 
' they were flown to Bqscombe 
Down, the mflitaiy. airport m 
Wiltshire, close to Porton 
Down. “They were taken away 
in lorries and I am pretty sure 
they were not gpmg to bcoi- 
land,” he added. 
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Blair's first question showed that 

•the Government must go" conctusm 
Major concentrated on Uti^ 

Conservative HeaHh policy.: ind sdd »r 


a modem NHS". Blair said if M*r 
te dwlM «" ar ' aecMl l 


flohihack . (Paddv Ashdown}^ ^ H11lstorou ^) 


House of Commons yesterday 


^introduced as f MP ^^^Ji^^tocondenin Labour's pro- 

•KSRMffc sE&SSSMK 

Jackson; “Following the v«y 'decisive m w not me 

of Wirral last week vjnll the PM ■■■.»' ^ ^ firstly, he 

General Election win be on May JgJ, ^ Ben Chap- 
wanted in congratulate the MP 

man. He then sat down withoutnaltu^^^*^^ ■ 


THE nillP OFTBEttXAy 


TSSSSm 

tne figtitback immediate*, did he JPg” . anfl me Health 
so literally? Lord Tebbit . . rt«,i P with these detinquents, 
Secretary ... In deciding how to dea ■_ LSB nf secure 

has the PM ewr was seized by the 

huff” Thfc enunby 

in Europe. We have a Go**rmnem p^tedtte unity 

I all this be put at risk by the pd ^ Summers 
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over £ 21 m subsidy 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


The Department of the Envi- 
ronment faces a OOOm holem 
its budget after losing a court 
case against Camden Council 

toe rules governing hous^ 

^Camden in north I-ondon is 
expected to receive £20.9m as 

^rssswt 

Sfr^'ihTjud^ent made yes- 

tCI &Sve Bundred, Camden 
Council’s chief exwiove said. 
“This is a victory for common 
sense and for kmg-suffermg 

Council tenants "He said tb^ 

cuts in the Government shous- 
ing grant over years have left 
many of its estates “with 
simply no cash for vital re- 

pS” and that the exfra mrm- 

ey could now be used for 


case centred on whether the 

DoE was obliged to a sub- 

sidy when the council madea • 

change to its accountmgpmoJCK 
for its housing revenue accpunL 

Gunden, alongwith ptherxomt 

cfls, had been ask^tociange 
its accounting pm^ce torus., 
honang revenne account; the. 


ssassa-s^s 

nance and Accountancy- . 

Although toe Act governing 

the opoatioo of boosing revalue 

accounts; came 

1990, it was not until 1994/5 that 
Camden changed its system^ 

line with toe recommendabon. 

This invohed a cme-oft pay- 
ment for whidithe counciM- 
enedit was entitled to a sutemy 

of £20.9m. The .Secretary crf 

State tor the Environment haa 
argued that if the council had 

*Am"S5SS 

mentwouki have been pecesaiy. 


Lord Justice Rodi said in his 

judgment that he ires prepared 

toKpt that the S^retmyof 
State intended that the subsidy 
should not be paid, but had not 
worded a directive clearly 
enough toadiieve this. 

Th?judge said *5® 
had ar^icd that if the wbsidy 
were, not paid? A 
either an average nse of i-w 
for every council taxpayer, 
or massive cuts in council 

' ^Thejudge rejected the Sec- 
retary of State’s claim, »ymg 
that although ministersbad not 
wished to pay the subsidy, if toe 
Secretary of State has not 
used the words necessary to 
achieve hfa.objective, that is un- 

Bundred said yesterday. 
“We have to fight f° r evet y 

penny for regeneration of om- 
run-down esta te . This m ^ 
has been kept from our 30,uuu 
tenants. It is overdue and very 
welcome.” 




-StSv-ry 


Jg -V 













:Vv 









i^-Vv 




HEifr. 


t->j 





invest i 


The Friends ^ ^ WOf1d ' 

Investment in companies that harm 






re 





WOULDN’T YOU 

RATHER have profit 

WITH PRINCIPLES? 


v J 


m s 


WP 

\ • •'V. 

: .1 




Tedmology has moved ; ./ 
mmiil on a revalue (or money 

^increased. So betwyotilw^ 

fax machiiro. o*® 8 good look : - 

dam paper FT 20 from Muratec It fe* a« . - 

—UliB Check that your 
newfaxcan 

Za wJ, Your PC. THB.H20 has.an op^«> 

^ertace- M »* 

faxes direedy to or Irom V«»t.rc and aH^s 


' 4 


-t,r 


c< 

■W 

f 




^ outgoing taxesrtte 

0( 35 pages per 







wtwtiTW it is receiving or priming incoming 
. messages! TWs means you can gat on win 
; other wo* sooner than with ordinary fax 
machfffis. 

Look for a fax that 

inqKporates a time and . 

money saving memwy. The Flfflhw i a 
' buik'in 78 page mernoiy (upgradable to 
558 pages) which facilitatBS out of paper 
reception, broadcasting and delayed send 
transmissions, so you ran send when tariffs 

are lower. \ 

a company 

^specialises- Mutatec only teas. 

so to ^ the best. We build fax 


onfiitary tax. sen» ^ 

.^BhKuncfimtal. multitasking F120- 
We'll also send you a FREE Guido 
to fine Facts which contain* a lot 
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Call 0345 626782 


TSvs FF2®n<Ss PrevkSestt 

Stev/srdsri? ?E? 

The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP 
aims to invest in companies that make a 
positive contribution to the world we live in. 

And to avoid companies whose business 
practices could be harmful to the planet and 
its people. 

Yet this needn’t mean avoiding a 
decent profit. 

■ Over the past S years. Stewardship has 
out-performed the average return for all unit 

trusts, ethical or not.* 

just the ldnd of performance you would 

expect from Friends Provident, the UK s 
leading ethical investment company, 
-which manages around £700 million of 
ethical investments. 




Profit^- Tax Free 

Five yearMUTOt outperform the 

a^j^eforaU unit trusts. 
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Get on the Blue Line now, direct to 
Friends Provident. 

-rt,e Blue Line is the fast no-hassle way 
to get the information you need about this 
product over the phone to help you mate 

an informed decision. 

You’ll deal with friendly qualified 
people who will talk to you in clear 


j r- I 

Get onthe BlueLine 


straightforward language. 

Call 0800 00 00 80 now. or contact 
your financial adviser, and you'll find that 
your principles needn’t stop you making 
a profit 

Tffee pE«s posits ©£ pro'or: 

wttfo prfnct?2es 

0 Proven track record with good growth 
prospects. 

t Ail profits are tax-free. 

a invest a lump sum (minimum £1 .000) or 
monthly payments of £50 or more, 
o Managed by the UK's leading ethical 
Investment company, 
o investment in successful companies 
which are helping rather than harming 
the world. 
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Britain’s 

defence in 
jeopardy, 
say MPs 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The parlous stale of Britain's 
armed Forces was underlined 
yesterday when MPs warned 
that any Further cuts would 
threaten Lhe defence of the 
realm. 

The Commons Defence 
Committee insisted the case for 
reversing some ol the cutbacks 
made under the Options for 
Change and From Line First 
programmes was "well made". 

"We insist that the defence 
spending plans *ci out in the 
I'Jyn Budget must at least he 
maintained in real terms in fu- 
ture years," the committee said 

And in its report the com- 
mittee stressed: “Ary further re- 
duction would jeopardise the 
defence of the realm.” 

Michael Pnrtillo. the Secre- 
tary of State for Defence, 
fought a tough battle with the 
Treasury before last Nrwemhers 
Budget. Small cash reductions 
were offset hy lower than ex- 
pected inflation figures and re- 
duced pensions contributions to 
produce a level budget. 

Bruce George. Labour MP 
for Walsall South and a mem- 
ber of the committee, said the 
report traced "a decline in the 
defence budget which in reali- 
ty is considerably worse than the 
circumstances justify". 

The report says that the 
MoD will spend an estimated 
£700m more than its £21.4bn 
budget this financial year. The 
sell-off of 70.000 service married 
quarters, which has netted 
£1.6obn for the Treasury has. so 
far. actually cost the MoD mon- 
ey as it has itad to pay £72m rent 
to the new owners and £1 Im to 
refurbish the quarters before 
selling them. 

Nevertheless, the MoD yes- 
terday said the core of its spend- 
ing remained unchanged, and 
that overall spending had gone 
up slightly when taken as 
£h3,5Ibbn over the three years 


from 1995 to 1998. The com- 
mittee - and Labour - broadly 
accepted this, hut warned that 
spending on a large number of 
high-proHle projects including 
a new frigate, the Eurofighter 
2000. a replacement Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft and the Ad- 
vanced Anti Armour weapon 
was due to peak in 2UO3-2U04. 
and that not enough money 
would be available. ~ 

A future government would 
either have to make more mon- 
ey available, or some of these 
very prominent projects would 
have to be cut. 

Of the extra £7*15-7 10m the 
MnD must spend this year, 
only the £ 1 1 m for refurbishing 
married quarters prior to sell- 
ing them represents any form of 
spending on new goods and ser- 
vices. Of the remaining extra 
spending. £31 dm - £72ra rent 
for the married quarters and 
£244m for unbudgeted spend- 
ing on Bosnia - represents ex- 
tra cash which will have in he 
recovered from the Treasury. 

The MoD yesterday insisted 
that the remaining £38Um. car- 
ried over from earlier years, had 
already been spent on budget- 
ed items and was therefore 
merely being redistributed with- 
in the* agreed defence budget. 

The report noted there had 
heen "unwanted savings" be- 
cause of the shortfall in service 
recruiting, which was expected 
Lo save between £9f»m and 
£120m over each of the next 
three years. 

The extra £244m spent on op- 
erations in Bosnia this year led 
the committee lo say that “ei- 
ther the defence budget in- 
clude an element for 
contingencies, such as peace- 
keeping operations, or the ex- 
tra cost of such operations 
should be refunded to the Min- 
istry of Defence as it is in- 
curred". 

■-J Defence Commiuec. Fourth 
Report. Defence Spending: 
HMSO: £10.60. 
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Under fire: Lt-Col Mike Bradley exercising his dog in the Northumberland National Park, which the Army wants to use more Intensively for training Photograph: Tom PHston 

Ground rules set for battle of Otterbum 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

The end-game in a bitter dis- 
pute over the Army's deploy- 
ment of its heaviest and most 
sophisticated artillery pieces in 
the Northumberland National 
Park began yesterday with po- 
lite verbal fencing at a hearing 
to establish the ground rules for 
a full public inquiry. 

Of all the conflicts in the na- 
tional parks, none compares 
with the battle over the £23m 
plan for upgrading the Otterbum 
training area to accommodate 
the 45-ton AS9U sclf-pnipellcd 


gun and the multi-launch rack- 
et system (MLRS). 

The road building, hard- 
standing for guns and" support 
facilities amount to one of the 
biggest developments ever pro- 
posed for a national park. Con- 
servationists regard it as 
damaging lo the wild upland 
landscape and inimical to the 
purposes of the park. 

But the Army, which has oc- 
cupied the 58.000-acre training 
area since 191 1. argues that Ot- 
terbum is the only practical op- 
tion for rehearsing vital “shoot 
and scoot" techniques. .And 
without the upgrading, their big 


guns would simply -sink in the 
moorland peat. 

Countering cl aims that more 
use could be made of comput- 
er simulations, the Army will tell 
the inquiry that training on a live 
firing range in all weathers, 
night and day, builds esprit de 
corps and demonstrates to all 
ranks that command procedures 
will work in times of stress. 

“Lack of confidence, inex- 
perience. distrust of equipment 
and concern about the ability of 
others leads to uncertainty, in- 
effectiveness, unnecessary ca- 
sualties and defeat." warned the 
Ministry of Defence in a state- 


ment issued at yesterday's pre- 
inquiry hearing. 

By the time the inquiry itself 
opens on 22 April, the Army s 
case will be bolstered by the find- 
ings of a review of training ar- 
eas. Conducted on the insistence 
of the Commons' Public Ac- 
counts Committee, it is expect- 
ed to conclude that withdrawal 
from Germany and other over- 
seas exercise grounds has left, the 
Army some 80,000 hectares 
short of its land needs, so more 
intensive use will have to be 
made of existing ranges. 

The Otterbum range covers 
23 per cent of the national 


park, the least visited and most 
thinly populated park in Eng- 
land and Wales. .Live firing 
means that for some 300 days 
a year the public are barred 
from even its rights of way. 

Opposition to the upgrading 
plan is led jointly by Northum- 
berland County Council and the 
national park who regard it as 
unacceptably damaging to the 
landscape. Graham Taylor, the 
park’s senior officer, accepts the 
military presence as “a fact of 
life", but said that the Army's 
plans represented a “substantial 
erosion” of the qualities the 
park was meant to protect. 


Amanda Nobbs, of the 
watchdog Council for Nation- 
al Parks (CNP), said it was the 
biggest -ever development pro- 
posed in a park and one of the 
most damaging. 

The inquiry, at a hotel by 
Newcastle airport, is expected to 
last at least 12 weeks. It is, how- 
ever, essentially a struggle be- 
tween David and Goliath, with 
die MoD preparing to spend 
£22>m on its case, compared with 
£150.000 by the two public au- 
thorities and only a few thousand 
by the CNP and its conservation 
and amenity friends in the Na- 
tional Park Alliance. 


“Whatever happens 
in the Election, 


Navy denies press-ganging cleaning crew 


The Royal Navy always used to 
press-gang civilians in time of 
manpower shortage. But the six 
civilian cleaning staff who went 
to sea with the Navy aboard 
HMS Newcastle from Novem- 
ber to last month were all vol- 
unteers. writes Christopher 
Bellamy. 

Senior Naval sources yester- 
day said that someone in the Se- 


nior Service had leaked the 
story yesterday to draw atten- 
tion to the Navy’s slight short- 
age of sailors. 

Last night the Navy insisted 
that it was usual for civilian 
workers to stay on board war- 
ships after they had been refit- 
ted, and that' the use of six 
civilian cleaning experts from 
the Aardvark cleaning compa- 


ny was a 'Very cost-effective" 
move. 

HMS Newcastle had been re- 
fitted at Rosyth dockyard on the 
Firth of Forth, and when the 
time came for it put to sea there 
were not enough sailors. The 
4,500-ton 'type 42 destroyer, de- 
signed to shoot down aircraft, 
should have a crew of 240. 
Even with its six civilian clean- 


ers it only had just over 200 
when it put to sea for three 
months of trials. 

Denying that the cleaners had 
been kept on board by mistake, 
a Navy spokesman said it was 
normal for compu ter and engi- 
neering contractors to sail with 
a refitted vessel, to check out 
new systems, and this time 
cleaners had been taken too. 


my loan stays fixed 
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power yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 


3f you take out a Mercantile 
Credit loan now, you're guaranteed 
that your repayments and the 


AMOUNT OF 
LOAN 

MONTHLY REPAYMENT BY TERM 

£ 6,000 

290 71 

207 77 

142.50 

] 15 9*. 

£10,080 

478.20 

337 74 

228.38 

I 13.9% 


term of your loan are. fixed - 
whatever happens to interest 
rates after the Election. 

You can borrow anything from 
£500 to £15,000 and we’ll give you 
up to five years to pay us back. 
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You don't need any deposit 
or security. We ll give you a 
quick decision. 

And we're open every clay 
from 7am to 11pm. So. if 
you're over 25, in regular 
employment and have an 
annual income of £10,000 or 
more, call us free now. 


TvIe rc antile 

CREDIT 

PHONE FOR A FAST LOAN - iiJCT'NS =c? 4621 
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having problems claiming f 
back my tax. Has anybody else 

had the same problem I 

Wlucner you want m know. Which? 

Online discussion giuup* will be able 
In help you. Our discussion groups 
imrr a whole host of .subjects — 
anything faun personal Finance lo 
members' B&B recommendations and 
from health questions (■.■ what to do 
if greenfly attack vour roses. These 
discussions are contributed to by 
Which? experts and members alike. 

■So whatever uu.tr question. Which? 
f mime discussion groups will provide 
the answers 24 liotirs a day. every day. 

A subscription to Which? Online also 
gives vi hi fast unlimited Internet 
access with 2-1 hour customer support. 

Now one of the biggest sites in Europe. 

Which? Online is vour gateway to :i 
wealth <4 consumer information on 
an cxtrnordinarv range of subjects - 
I mm hnlidnvs lo health, and fnim 
finance to gardening - and it allow* 
von hi litlk directly to onr experts and 
other ineiuher*. 

Which? Online brings you: 

• fast unlimited Internet access 

• exclusive ji.revs to Which? 
iithtnuatUx) 

• member and Winch? expert 
discussion gmups 

• e-mail address 

• excellent customer service 

For nil iiifumiatiun pack, including 
details of a free nixl offer, call the 
number below or visit t*ur web sire. 

wHicHenline 


0345 300 191 
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TARIFF 

INCLUDES IS MNUIES OF CALLS 
PER MONTH WORTH UP TO £72 
PER YEAR INCLUDING PEAK CALLS 


CDCC LEATHER CARRY CASE 
IrttL AND W-CAR ADAPTOR 
WORTH £S5 ioc. VAT 


rprr countdown membership 
riAtt. R»1 TEAR WITH THE 
(XUPH0NES DIRECT 
ADVANTAGE CARD 


CDCC LIFETIME PRODUCT 
IrtU WARRANTY 


NEW 

NOKIA 161 1 >„ 

£9.99 f * 
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FREE 


1 4- DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 
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r^s^ority wom«n 
More etnniw. n«-^’ 5VJ 

in Britain go on to hi^er 

. than white women. Only 

education w^" 

* * s ^ l ? r e a decent job- 

; a paction 


ggifjg talented isn't enou^.h> 
Being aedioated isn't enough, 
gsing ambitious isn’t enougn. 
Being qualified isn’t enough. 
Being more then qualified l5n 1 


It’s sexist. 
St’s racist. 
It’s too much 


If you’re an employer or 
manager, make .1* your job 
to give ethnic minority 
women an equal chance. 

COMMISSION FOR RACIAL EQUALITY 
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WOMEN’ IS THE fff ST 


national campaign ABOUT 


ethnic minority WOMEN IN BRITAIN 


, , . OETAILS ON ANT ASPECT OP THE CAMPAION CALL THE ORE ON 0,71 93* S3 
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international 


A powder keg explodes 


in the heart of Europe 


Nobody has any control over the President any 
more. Some soy he has gone crazy, others as- 
sert he always was. Rusty old tanks rumble 
down the rutted country tracks that pass for 
major roads on a mission to break up anti-gov- 
ernment roadblocks and intimidate KaJash- 
nikov-toting rebels into giving up their 
weapons. 

A media blackout is imposed on the coun- 
try, radio stations are pulled off the air, a hand- 
ful of journalists are beaten up. an independent 
newspaper is fircbombed and a favourite cafe 
for opposition figures and intellectuals is 
trashed by unidentified thugs. 

The country is crawling with secret police- 
men, mafiosi, security patrols and army units. 
The shops are besieged and bread is running 
short. Only trans-shipments of cocaine and 
heroin continue as normal. Paranoid rumours 
of internecine power struggles and outside in- 
tervention abound. The government is dis- 
missed but does not go away: the army chief 
of staff is fired and pursued by the courts [or 
sedition; the head of the secret police is pul 
in charge of running the country. 

It's a jungle out there, and ordinary citizens 
have no choice but to sit ai home, knock back 
alternate cups of coffee and brandy and wait 
for the craziness to pass. What country could 
this possibly be? It sounds like the backdrop 
for a piece of Latin American magic realism, 
but it isn’t. It's happening, right now. and in 
ihc heart of Europe. 

For two years, .Albania has been a powder 
keg of corruption, organised crime, political 
repression and financial con- tricks. Somehow 
the outside world foiled to see the disaster com- 
ing and insisted that the country was developing 
as a haven of peace and democracy. 


Andrew Gumbel on the 

world's folly in ignoring 
the signs of approaching 
disaster in Albania 


Now the powder keg has exploded, and the 
fall-out has only begun. Much of Albania's 
economy has gone belly-up following the col- 
lapse of a string of fraudulent pyramid in- 
vestment schemes linked to organised crime 
networks that inveigled the entire population. 
Law and order has collapsed because one half 


of the police and judiciary has been irre- 


deemably corrupted, while the rest have been 
run out of the southern half of the country by 
furious crowds brandishing automatic weapons 
looted from police and array depots. 

President Sali Berisha, meanwhile, persists 
in exercising his authority through political re- 
pression and brute force. In the chaotic af- 
termath of Albania's emancipation from 
communism in 1991-2, the United States was 
instrumental in promoting the virulently anti- 
communist Mr Berisha to the position he now 
commands. These days, the US has become 
increasingly vocal in its criticisms and Mr 
Berisha, according to political sources, has 
branded Washington an enemy along with the 
many others - foreign journalists, opposition 
leaders and intellect uaJs pushed into exile. 

The deeper the crisis grows, the more Mr 
Berisha resembles Albania's old Stalinist dic- 
tator, Enver Hoxha, as he turns ruthlessly on 
colleagues he no longer trusts, blames his prob- 
lems on conspiracies and promotes himself as 


the only true champion of the people. 

Although be hates to be reminded of the fact, 
Mr Berisha owes many of his deeper political 
instincts to Hoxha ‘s peculiar brand of Stalin- 
ist isolationism. He served as Hoxha's personal 
heart doctor, giving him privileged access and 
influence In the years up to the old man's death 
in 1985, and served as a Communist Party sec- 
retary for more than two decades. 

He was close to Hoxha's successor. Ramiz 
Alia, and only joined the anti-communist 
movement on impulse after Alia had sent him 
<0 break up an anti-government demonstra- 
tion at Tirana University. 

Now the students are in ferment again, but 
this time Mr Berisha is on the other side of 
the fence. For five years he liked to portray’ him- 
self as a man of the people, at ease in crowds 
and charismatic on a speaking podium (an echo, 
perhaps, of Hoxha's claim to he “knee to knee” 
with his fellow Albanians). 

As the population has turned against him, 
however, Mr Berisha has been forced to con- 
coct ever more conspiracy theories, blaming 
the former Communist secret police, the So- 
cialist opposition, murky terrorist groups and 
now these supposed “foreign agents”. 

The state of emergency is a coup in reverse, 
an attempt to crush the rebellion before it 
crushes him. The use of force is highly dan- 
gerous, not (cast because of the potential for 
spfiJ-over into Kosovo, Macedonia and the 
wider Balkans. 

The lawlessness of a Colombia or a Soma- 
lia has landed in the middle of our continent 
The calamity should have been foreseen, but 
wasn't. .And now we will all have to find a way 
to deal with it 

Leading article, page 17 



A masked man firing into the air in Vlora, whore the government has lost all control 


Photograph :AP 


Berisha sacks army chief as rebellion continues 


■2=5 


Emma Daly 

Tirana 


The state of emergency im- 
:d in Albania two days ago 
the 


tas exacerbated fear in the 
capital, Tirana, but has done lit- 
tle to quell the ami-government 
rebellion in the south, where 
several towns have fallen under 
the control of angry citizens. 

The army chief of staff, 
whose troops proved powerless 
to confront rioters armed with 
weapons looted from barracks, 
was yesterday sacked by the 
sidenL Sali 1 


president Sali Berisha. and re- 


placed with a trusted presiden- 
tial adviser. 

Tanks were filmed moving to- 
wards the towns of Vlora and 
Gjirokaster but police, who 
have joined the militaiy effort, 
stopped foreign journalists from 
reaching the region, and there- 
fore there are no accounts of 
what mighL have happened. 

Rebellious civilians in the 
southern towns of Saranda - who 
were said by Greek television to 
be armed with anti-tank 
weapons - held a rally and an- 
nounced their intention to set up 
a parallel city council in oppo- 


Britain’s link to regime 


In a letter to The Independent Sir Reginald Hibbert, the 
distinguished diplomat and wartime Special Operations 
officer, spells out the central role of the Tory politician Lord 
Amery in forging links between the British establishment 
and the regime of Sali Berisha in Albania Page 17 


sition to their mayor, who is dose 
to Mr Berisha's ruling party. 

A few a triumphant men 
were filmed on one of the pa- 
trol boats seized in the capture 
of Saranda's tiny naval base. 

A four-vear-old girl was said 
to have been killed by gunfire in 


the port of Vlora. bringing the 
death toll there to IS since Fri- 
day. The government claimed 
yesterday that four others in the 
town were “executed bv terror- 
ists*’ on Monday as they tried to 
comply with an official demand 
to surrender all weapons. 


An Albanian military jet 
landed at Italy's GaJatina mili- 
tary airport near the city of 
Lecce, in Puglia, just across the 
Adriatic Sea from Albania. The 
pilot and co-pilot reportedly 
asked for political asylum. 

Police set numerous road- 
blocks around Tirana in an at- 
tempt to stop the spread of 
violence that began in January 
with riots sparked off by the col- 
lapse of the pyramid schemes in 
which many Albanians had in- 
vested life savings. The discon- 
tent has grown into a mass 
movement against Mr Berisha 


and many Albanians fear it 
may explode into civil war. 

The president bad already 
sacked the government and 
yesterday added a new scape- 
goat, the army chief of staff: 
“Soldiers bear direct responsi- 
bility for not taking measures to 
defend the bases from rioters” 
said a government statement 
published in the ruling party 
newspaper, which appeared on 
Tirana news Lands yesterday. 

The offices of Gozeta 
Shqiptare, by contrast, sat silent 
and empty of equipment, which 
was removed by staff after the 


C 


offices of an opposition daily pa- 
x was torched by secret po- 
iceraen. The Gazeta , an 
independent daily, has not been 
published for two days: under 
the emergency laws all news re- 
ports axe supposed to be passed 
by an official censor and all busi- 
nesses must dose by 3pm. The 
paper has not been shut down 
in theory but in practice it can- 
not operate. Its staff are now 
stocking up on food. 

The superficial calm in the 
capita] hfcks much anxiety about 
the future. "Tirana is terrified," 
a Gazeta supporter said. 


■ London — President Sali 
Berisha must work with the op- 
position to resolve his country’s 
crisis, Malcolm Rifldnd, the 
Foreign Secretary, said yester- 
day, pledging to discuss inter- 
national action with its 
European Union partners. AP 
writes. Javier Solana, the Nato 
secretary-general said the sit- 
uation in Albania is not one for 
rnffitaiy intervention by Nato or 
anyone else. He said Nato's in- 
tervention in Bosnia had created 
expectations that the organisa- 
tion might intervene in any cri- 
sis, which is not the case. 
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Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 


Top Fifty League Table 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 23 FEBRUARY 


POS NAME 


1 

2 

3 ' 

4 

5 
5 

7 

8 

9 
to 

10 
12 
f 3 
<4 
14 
14 
17 


MR PETER FRANKENTAL 
MR SIMON UU 
MR ASHLEY BRITTLE 
MR WILLIAM BARR 
MR PETER FRAN RENTAL 
MR GRAHAM LONGSDANUE 
MR GAftFtSD MGCU12JEN 
MRRICX YAP 
MR IAN GROUT 
MR BUT COOPER 
MR PAUL MATTHEW 
MR KEITH HORRY 
MR JOHN COX 
MR SEAN BROSNAN 
MR S KING 
MR J GODWIN 
MR SIMON DRAPER 
MR GARY HARROWS 

MR A MORGAN 
MR NICK KNIGHT 
MR DARREN NICHOLAS 
DR STEPHEN MATTHEWS 
MR E ] HETHEJUNGTON 
DR HOME 

MR SCOTT MONERNEY 
MR PAUL RICHARDSON 
MR ANDY LANE 
MR ROBERT GREENFIELD 
MRMGREGGSON 
MR JONATHAN FURNESS 
MR ADAM HOGG 
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EASTGATE ROVERS 
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T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Team Market and Scores table published below, 
shows four scores. The Week 29 (Wk 29) column lists 
all points scored in Premiership matches played be- 
tween Monday 24 February - Sunday 2 March inclu- 
sive. Column B lists all points scored before the transfer 
period Column A lists all points scored after the trans- 
fer period. The Overall (Ov) column lists the total 
amount of points scored in all matches played from 
Saturday 17 August - Sunday 2 March. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League table (sec 
left). It lists the tn erall lop scoring Independent Fan- 


tasy Football managers and their teams for matches 
played between Saturday 17 August - Sunday 23 Feb- 
ruary. 

Results will be published every Wednesday in The 
Independent for all games played from the pre- 
vious Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also 
appear the following Sunday, in the Independent 


SCORING SYSTEM 


4 points for a goal ■ 4 paints for a gaalkeeperl defender \ 
clean sheet ■ 3 points fora successful assist ■ I pm. 

I when a player is selected and plays ■ 2 point for a 
! winning goal ■ J points fora manager, win , 1 point 
for a draw ■ Lose I point for a yellow card m Lose 3 
points for a red card 


PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season will be 
the entrant who has accrued more points than any 
other Independent Fantasy Football team in chat 
time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip to the 1998 
Wsrld Cup in France. The winner, plus companion, 
will see all the action of a quarter-final and a semi-fi- 
nal of their choice, plus the final. In addition, the 
highest scoring team each month will win a pair of 
tickets to one of England's World Cup qualifying 
games at Wembley. 


Team Market and Scores 


B- Before transfer period 
A - After transfer period 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 2 MARCH; WEEK 29 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 24 FEBRUARY - 2 MARCH 
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international 


Battle of Gorleben sounds the death-knell for Continent’s dreams of a fission-fuelled future 

Europe dims 




on 

nuclear power 


urrocai mass. German riot police fighting wfth anti-nuclear protesters during violent demonstrations near Dannenberg yesterday 


Photograph: Rein hard Krause/Reuters 


Atom convoy diverted as German 

under road 



Imre Karacs 

Gorleben 


A watch-tower with reflector 
lights guards over Camp Gus- 
bom on the front line separat- 
ing nuclear power from ibe 
people, A sign reminds inmates 
of an alcohol ban. and instructs 
them to keep dogs on a lead. 

You might think this canvas 
Colditz was the creation of the 
"nuclear state", synonymous in 
Gorleben mythology with the 
"police state". In reality, Camp 
Gusborn's teats provide 
temporary shelter for 1 3)0 au- 
tonomists, anarchists and drop- 
outs, unsure of their ideology, 
who set ihc rules themselves. 

Judging by the empty beer 
bottles and the vacant expres- 
sions on the faces of some res- 
idents. the ban on alcohol and 


drugs is flexible. But in all oth- 
er respects the tenants are a 
faithful reflection of Gennan so- 
ciety, straining to maintain a 
semblance of order even on the 
brink of anarchy. 

They sort their rubbish - 
tucking it away neatly in bags of 
different colours - and in the 
evenings endeavour to keep 
the noise down. These, are 
Swampy’s Gentian cousins - 
militant environmentalists who 
have been digging trenches un- 
der a road in an effort to stop 
nuclear waste reaching its 
“medium-term" destination. 

Ever vigflam of the “police 
state", they have no names, and 
cover up the number-plates on 
their care. Most of them are 
young with exotic but dean hair- 
dos, sporting aggressive badges 
and a dtsannmgiymild maimer. 


"I came here from Bremen be- 
cause Pm against nuclear pow- 
er." says a 17-year-old girl She 
does not know who runs the 
camp, has not the faintest idea 
where the food that is served up 
to her comes from, and questions 
about political parties draw a 
blank. She is here to force the 
“castors” - the nuclear waste 
containers- to turd back. 

A 22-year-old man from 
Berlin is here “because of the 
nuclear shit” and also “be- 
cause this is a great place to 
meet people". He is unem- 
ployed, but couldn't care less 
about that, or politics or any- 
thing else other than nuclear 
power. Asked to comment on 
the government’s policies, he 
politely declines. 

There are about ten camps 
nestling among the forests, all 


with slightly different tasks and 
inhabitants. Near the nuclear 
site at Gorleben are lesbians 
who will only participate in sin- 
gle-sex protests. Their neigh- 
bours are the protesters’ crack 
troops, the “Dykes on Bikes", 
who can be despatched to 
trouble-spots at short notice. 

At the Splielau Camp near 
the railway terminal of Dan- 
nenberg, the emphasis is on pas- 
sive resistance. At the other 
extreme, hooded youths 
dressed in black lurk, biding 
their time. These veterans of 
public disorder, present at evciy 
demonstration whatever the 
cause, will be throwing the 
stones and Molotov cocktails if 
trouble flares today. 

Gusbom is about one third 
of the way along the road link- 
ing Dannenberg, where die nu- 


clear waste was loaded on to 
trucks yesterday morning, and 
Gorleben, the atomic 
cemetery. 

The Gusbom residents were 
asked by organisers to make the 
road impassable and by yester- 
day morning had completed 
the task. 

“The road is kaput." said a 
picket bureiingwhh pride, and 
he was not exaggerating. For a 
distance of about half a mile, 
tunnels had been dug under the 
tarmac at 30 yard intervals, 
turning a solid highway into a 
series of flimsy pontoon bridges. 

The excavated earth is 
heaped on top of the asphalt, 
the clumpy barricades rein- 
forced at intervals with bits of 
concrete and the gaps filled with 
bales of straw which can be lit 
as fhe convoy approaches. 


The 100-tonne lorries wiU not 
come this way. however, thanks 
to Camp Gusbom. The tent 
dwellers, their jobs well done, 
were loafing about yesterday 
awaiting new- instructions. 

With their road out of action, 
the attention of police and pro- 
testers alike switched to one of 
the few alternative routes, a mile 
north of Gusbom. Here, along 
the so-called Quickborn route, 
a thousand activists tried to seize 
the road yesterday afternoon, 
but were driven bock al every 
attempt. 

Last night, convoys of police 
vans, prison lorries and water 
cannon were racing towards 
Dannenberg as the final battle 
loomed. The trades carrying the 
nuclear waste are less than 20 
miles from Gorleben, but their 
journey will not be simple. 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environ ment Correspondent 

Nuclear power may well be gone 
from the European Union with- 
in the next 30 years. Across the 
15 member states, this contro- 
versial energy source is now 
nearly a decade into a gradual 
but apparently terminal decline. 

Only the French are still 
building new atomic power sta- 
tions. But even France has a 
moratorium on any fresh con- 
struction starts until 2000. 

No other nation has any re- 
alistic. government-endorsed 
plans for new reactors. The 
main reasons for the rejection 
are the expense compared with 
other forms of electricity gen- 
eration (mainly coal, oil and gas) 
and public fears about safety. 

In nearly 40 years of civil nu- 
clear power in western Europe, 
there has been not been a sin- 
gle disaster. The only serious ac- 
cident happened in Wiridscale. 
Cumbria in 1957. when a mili- 
tary reactor used to make plu- 
tonium for Britain’s nuclear 
weapons caught fire. And yel 
there are still fundamental, 
unanswered questions about 
bow to deal with nuclear pow- 
er’s radioactive wastes, which re- 
main lethal for tens of 
thousands of years. 

“I can't conceive of the cir- 
cumstances for any new or- 
ders," said Sieve Thomas, an 
energy researcher at Sussex 
University's Scteace Policy Re- 
search Unit. “The technology is 
now 20 years old and the regu- 
lators will want something a lot 
better. And who would pay?" 

More than one-quarter of 
Europe’s electricity comes from 
nuclear plants- three-quarters 
in the case of France. It there- 
fore cannot be shut overnight. 

Across the continent, opera- 
tors arc seeking to keep their 
ageing reactors going for as long 
as safety regulators and gov- 
ernments allow them - 25. 30. 
maybe 40 or more years - in or- 
der to recoup die massive build- 
ing investment and delay the 
high costs of decommissioning. 

In a 1980 referendum, Sweden 
voted to abandon nuclear pow- 


er. The plan was 10 dose the first 
of the 12 plants in 1985 and the 
Iasi by 2005. Bui so far not one 
has shut and the date of final clo- 
sure has been put back 10 2010. 

France has 57 functioning nu- 
clear power stations; it has a 
surfeit of electricity and nuclear- 
generated power is one of its 
Targer exports. Next comes Ger- 
many with 19 operational sta- 
tions, producing some 30 per 
cent of its electricity. The last or- 
der for a new plant was made 15 
years ago. and three plants have 
shut 

In a European nuclear in- 
dustry dominated by state- 
owned utilities, the United 
Kingdom is unusual. Most of its 
14 plants have now been sold to 
the private sector, along with the 
rest of the eleclricitylndustry. 
and private industry sees no way 
of building economically viable 
new reactors. 

Italy's three nuclear power 
stations were killed off after a 
1987 referendum came down 


£ No nation 
but France has 
any realistic 
plans for new 
reactors 9 


against atomic energy. Spain 
abandoned construction of four 
plants in 1984. but it still has 
nine operating plants providing 
oae-third of the country's elec- 
tricity. and one which has 
closed. Austria only ever built 
one station, and that never 
went into operation because of 
a referendum rejection. 

Belgium has seven plants 
and gets about half of its elec- 
tricity from nuclear power while 
Finland, with four plants, is 30 
per cent fission-powered. The 
Netherlands has two small 
plants operating. None of Por- 
tugal, Ireland. Greece. Den- 
mark, and Luxemburg ever 
went nuclear. 
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If we don't reach you within 
the hour well give you £10'.' 
The AA or RAC won’t. 
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Recovery only 

£29.50 

Roadside assistance 

£38.00 

Comprehensive 

£69.00 

Comprehensive Gold 

£93.00 

Total protection 

£145.00 
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Renewing your home insurance 
in March or April ? 


If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga - 
call us NOW 

SAGA Home Insurance 
can offer you genuine 
savings over other 
policies, while giving 
you cover that fully 
protects your home 
and possessions. 

Tbe Saga Price Promise 
If you find another 
comparable policy at 
a lower price within 
2 months of taking our 
SAGA Home Insurance, 
we will refund you the 
difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

Sagi S«r*fca U4. F*EEraST 731 
HIMi rirn g T «-■—»— r ~ T ~ Mi tiX 

Sta SmtesUd would lAr » seed you mRnnswo »ho® John Ssga prodocE aid Witts 
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Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

1 Discounts for home 
security 

1 Free pen with your 
quotation 


Call as today 

For your free no obligation 
quote simply call us 
on the number below. Wc will 
be pleaded to answer any 
questions you have on SAGA 
Home Insurance. 

0800 

414 525 

Quoting reference 
ID3701 

L6m* apea M*wfcn to Friday 
ttJfen -7*n.&uanb>» fa® • >P® 
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Meet Simon. 




Simon would like belter 
stock-mnrkel returns without Inking 
more stock-market risks. 


Sitnon likes a bit ot excitement, but he’s not 
very keen on risk So unsurprisingly he’s very 
interested in Midland's Capital Protected 
Personal Equity Plan. Like traditional PEPs. it’s a 
way to benefit from stock-market 
growth without paying income or 
capital gains tax. Unlike traditional 
PEPs, however. Simon will get back all 
his initial investment plus a fixed return 
of 20% on his capital at the end of five years*, 
even if the stock market falls. Which adds up to 
a better deal than his building society is likely to 
offer him. Simon described it as "having my cake 
and eating ir or something like that. 
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cret war against Zapatistas 


Deng ‘regretted 
on Tiananmen p 


Assassinations, 
kidnappings and 
torture are turning 
Chiapas into a 
powder keg, writes 
Phil Davison in 
San Cristobal 
de ias Casas 


WUh Mexico’s Zapatista guer- 
rillas trapped in the Lacandon 
jungle, the Mexican govern- 
ment and army is waging a “se- 
cret, low-intensity war" against 
suspected Zapatista supporters, 
mainly poverty-stricken Indian 
peasants. 

Human rights officials say 
paramilitary groups, armed and 
hacked hv the military and po- 
lice. have assassinated an aver- 
age five peasants a day over the 
last few months in the south- 
eastern state of Chiapas, where 
the Zapatista rebels rose up in 
1W and have widespread 
support. 

Peasants have also been 
thrown off their land, detained 
and tortured if they are sus- 
pected of even sympathising 
with the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army (EZLN). the 
officials say. 

The incidents have turned 
Chiapas, particularly the north- 
ern part of the state, into a pow- 
der keg. Locals talk of the 
potential for civil conflict in the 
run-up to nationwide legislative 
elections in July. Communities 
are split between support for 
Mexico's ruling Institutional 
Revolutionary' Party (PRI) of 
President Ernesto Zedillo and 
the cenlrc-left Parly of the De- 
mocratic Revolution (PRD), 
which backs the social aims of 
the Zapatista rebels. 

The presence of tens of thou- 
sands of troops in the state has 
added to the tension. 

In the community of Agua 
Blanca, troops and police re- 
cently arrived by helicopter to 
harass women working in cof- 
fee plantations, according to one 
eyewitness. The security forces, 
known to locals as the BOM (an 
acronym for Joint Operation 
Force), said they were looking 
for weapons. When they found 
none, (hey forced the women to 
pose with the army or police 
rifles, the witness said. 



S89?awnSag to Chinese sources quoted yesterday by the- 

J S £ SSKi»«» tadof the tori V 

said he had been forced into a harsh response 10 the 

demonstrators. . . ■ . , — 

“We couldn't help at the tnne but take the mostacave-^ 
response, 7 ’ Deng is alleged to have said. Agbttcfes - Tokyo 


‘Brain destruction’ by Junta 


Ethiopia’s former Marxist rulers made a deliberate effort , 
to destroy educated people m the country, a jntness 
a genocide triaLTbe witness was.testtfying at the tn al ot 71 

fi^er Ethiopian Marxist officials accused of geiRxade ana 

crimes humanity. All 7L could be sente ncedto- 

death if found guilty. “X am of theopinion 

were aimed at a br^n^^tructio a,” the witness, a farmer 
educator who cannot be named under court rules, tow the 
court. . Routers - Adtfis Abaha 


Cambodia murder arrests 


Three members of Cambodia's largest opposition party 
have been arrested in the murder of Second Premier Hun 
Sen’s brother-iu4aw. The-arrests could raise tensions 
between Hun Sen's formerly communist Cambodian . 
People’s Party and its most vocal critic, the Khmer Nation 
{tarty, a key member of a political alliance challenging the 
CPPm elections next yeah - • AR- Phnom Ponh 
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Bullfight fiestas go ahead 


Eager to avoid ranrelHng two of Spam’s most famous •- 
hnflfightmg festivals, the industry's main federation agreed 
yesterday to end a two-day old strike that had put the 
country's “national fiesta" on hold. ■ 

- The federation’s decision means bullfq’ht fans will be 
able to enjoy the rest of this week's Magdalena Festival in 
Casteflon and the Las Kallas festival in Valencia, which 
begins on Friday. The festivals are the first major events of 
Spam’s bullfighting season. • AP — Madrid 


Nigerians charged with sedition 


Cover up: Zapatista guerrillas, headed by Comandante Taebo (centre), leaving San Cristobal for a meeting in La ReaBdad vBage Photograph: FtopperibtyReutes 


It was not dear whether the 
BOM detained any of the 
women or were simply threat- 
ening them with future arrest if 
they had anything to do with the 
Zapatistas. 

“The frontline war lasted 
only 12 days with the Zapatista 
uprising of January 1 994," said 
Pablo Romo of the Fray Bar- 
tolomc Centre, a leading inde- 
pendent human rights group 
which defends Chiapas s native 
Mayan Indians. “Now. it is a se- 
cret war of low intensity, a psy- 
chological war. There have 
been bombs, kidnappings and 
shootings aimed at suspected 


EZLN sympathisers, human 
rights groups or social workers." 

At least 16 firebombs or 
molotov cocktails have been 
thrown at the offices of human 
rights groups in San Christobal 
over the pak five weeks. A lead- 
ing human rights activist. Javier 
Lopez Montoya, was kidnapped 
with his wife and children last 
November and has not been 


he saw uniformed police with 
the gunmen. 

Mr Lome and Mr Montero 
say they are in no doubt that the 
gunmen belonged to the so- 
callcd Paz y Justicia (Peace 
and Justice) group which they 
describe as paramilitary. The 


group is made up of hardline 
PRI supporters, led by the par- 


seen since. 

A colleague of Mr Romo at 
the Fray Bartolome Centre. 
Jose Montero, was wounded in 
the arm when gunmen in civil- 
ian clothes opened fire on his 
car last month. Mr Montero said 


PRI supporters, led by the par- 
ty’s legislator in Chiapas. 
Samuel Sanchez, and reportedly 
armed and backed by the army 
and police. 

Ex-members of Peace and 
Justice were quoted here this 
week as saving they had been 
given military training and were 


the witness said. shootings aimed at suspected car last month. Mr Montero said given military training and 


Civilians emerge after 
army’s rape of Kindu 


told to “do away with the 
Zapatistas". 

Peace talks between the 
Mexican government and the 
EZLN have been stalled since 
last September. The guerrilla 
leader. Subcoman dante Mar- 
cos. known for his black bala- 
clava and pipe, remains in 
hiding in the Lacandon jungle 
east of here with several hun- 
dred men. His supporters be- 
lieve he is planning a new 
operation, more likely to be a 
propaganda coup than a mili- 
tary assault. 

While he himself has not 
been seen for weeks, his image 


is everywhere in San CristobaL 
You can buy a Marcos T-shirt 
for £4, a Marcos balaclava for 
£1, a Marcos-doD key ring for 
40p or a Marcos dock for £5. 

And on the edge of the jun- 
gle, his men still rule the roost 
although they are blocked by the 
army from moving west. One of 
Marcos's top aides, Coman- 
dante Thcho, organised a culture 
show in rebel-controlled terri- 
tory this week which featured 
US folk-rock group The Indigo 
Girls and a group of American 
Indians who performed a fire 
dance in support of the 
Zapatistas. 


Eigfit lecturers at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, have 
been charged with sedition and arson and face possible fife 
sentences if convicted, the independent Vanguard . .. . 

newspaper said. - 

The eight, mduding a professor, were among IS people 
detained last month after student riots. Reuters — Lagos 
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Women wear the trousers again 


The Brazilian Senate has lifted a 17-year ban on women 
wearing in the legislative chamber. The spokesman 
said the upper house’s new president. Senator Antonio 
Carlos Magalhaes, who took over at the start of the ; 
legislative year in mid-February, had ended the trouser 
prohibition because it “no longer made any sense”. . ; 

“Trousers were banned for women in the Senate in 1980 
and they were reanired to -wear dresses and^ltirts. It's not 
quite dear why," he said. t Routers - Brasilia 




Matthew Tostevin 

Reuters 


Kindu. Zaire — Hundreds of 
people emerged from forest 
hideouts around the looted 
eastern Zairean town of Kindu 
yesterday, days after Zairean 
'soldiers retreated and rebels 
captured it. 

Kindu. most of which is on the 
western bank of the broad, 
rust-red Zaire river, was looted 
by retreating soldiers last week 
and next by'chilians who stole 
anything left, residents told 
journalists who were flown in by 
the rebels aboard a DC-3. 

Hundreds of people with be- 
longings piled on their heads 
came out of forest hideouts and 
Lrekked past the airport and into 
town, saying they fled looting as 
well as HcJuin?!. 


There were no visible signs of 
battle at the airport and much 
of the town was scarred more 
by looting than by bullets. 

“Everyone joined in. .All 1 
took was a carton of mineral 
water," said Joseph Baroani in 
Kindu. which residents said 
was captured by rehels who 
crossed the river in boats on Sat- 
urday night. 

They said that after Zairean 
troops left, along with five white 
mercenaries, including two who 
spoke French. Kindu was de- 
fended by a 1 77-st r< »ng oc »nt t’n- 
gent of former Rwandan Hulu 
soldiers. 

One of the mercenaries had 
been shot in the leg. they said. 

ftascal Mwimba. head of the 
Zaire Red Cross in Kindu. said 
11 former Rwandan troops 
were killed in fighting for the 


town and three children were 
killed when a mortar bomb 
hit their home. 

Mr Mwiraba said the town 
was short of food and drugs. 

“Everything was looted. In 
the hospital we don’t have any 
drugs or equipment not even 
aspirin." he told reporters. 

About a quarter of the stalls 
in the main market were opea 
and cheering women showered 
visiting journalists with rice, say- 
ing they were pleased that the 
fighting was over. 

"As you can see. there is no 
doubt that Kindu has been lib- 
erated." Jacques Lukumani, 
the new rebel information com- 
missioner in Kindu, told re- 
porters at the town’s airport 

“Two-thirds of the people 
who fled are still in the forest, 
and only now are they coming 


out. Most of my family is still 
there." said student Muinyi 
Soumaiii as she walked back 
home. 

Rebel officers said they cap- 
tured most of Kindu on Sunday 
and Zairean troops scattered 
into the forest and headed west. 

Kindu is 200 miles west of the 
border with Rwanda and 250 
miles south of Kisangani the 
capital of north-eastern Zaire 
and centre for army operations 
in the region. 

"What the Zairean soldiers 
did was terrible. We are very 
happy to have been liberated," 
said Mascngo Masongo, a res- 
ident of Kindu. 

Hie rebels said on Friday that 
they had seized part of the 
town but the claim was denied 
by the Defence Ministry in 
Kinshasa. 


Salvage team set fair to 


identify Blackbeard’s ship 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


There is almost certainly no pi- 
rate’s treasure - no pieces of 
eight nor gold doubloons - Id 
be' found in the 18th-century 
wreck just off the North Car- 
olina coast, but that does not 
stop American marine archae- 
ologists from calling the long- 
lost ship the most important 
discovery of its kind in 20 years. 

And small wonder. The ves- 
sel. they believe, is what remains 
of the Queen Anne's Rewngc. 
the flagship of the notorious 
pirate Blackhcard. which 
foundered on a sandbar 3t (he 
entrance of Beaufort Inlet har- 
bour in June i 718, 

“We haven’t absolutely iden- 
tified iL" said Jeffrey Crow, 
the head of North Carolina's 
Department of Cultural re- 
sources. which oversaw the 
project, "hut all indications arc 
jthalj this is the Queen Anne 's 
Revenge". 

Among those indications, 
relrieved by divers working in 



Pirate vessel: A replica of Queen Anne’s Revenge , shown 
at the press conference yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


minimal visibility, is a root-tall 
brass bell bearing the dale 
1709, the barrel of a cannon, a 
lead sounding-weight and a 
blunderbuss, the short-bar- 
relled muzzle-loading firearm 
of the era. 

“The artefacts are in good 
shape, and there’s a pile of 


cannon still down there." Mike 
Daniels, one of (he divers, said. 

The find is the climax of a 
decade's search at a site first 
suggested by a map in a 1719 
book recounting a pirate trial. 

finally, the archaeologists hit 
on a small piece of wood stick- 
ing up from the sand, perhaps 


exposed by last autumn’s hur- 
ricanes in the region. All being 
well, much more of the vessel 
is still intact under a protective 
layer of sand. 

However, according to his- 
torical documents, the pirate 
took the treasure from the 
wreck before he left for shore. 

Blackbeard. whose real 
name was Edward Teach, is leg- 
endary tor his swagger and for 
his gargantuan appetites, but 
above all for his cruelty and bru- 
tal ity. 

Berween J716 and 1718 he 
terrorised the Caribbean and 
the coasts of the Carolines -un- 
til the Queen Anne's Revenge 
ran aground as it returned 
from a week’s blockade of 
Charleston. 250 miles to the 
south. 

The pirate would only outlive 
his ship by five months. On 
22 November 1718 be was 
killed bn- English troops in a bat- 
tle at Okracoke in the North 

Carolina barrier islands, and his 
head displayed from the 
bowsprit of a ship. 
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Wffrfa Bcckiay ■ . The leader was aocnsed of 

^^mceof^gfa STtaffiS 

r^^wee^lrayehttthewortd . hewas judged to be a fool of the 

' GWnesegoverroneat. :...■• 

leflaoM-rodBtfingaje latest Iheannywasatthesoroeal- 

~ •**- wost ■ immediately. Finding 
oora^newmfevcaa^regioa ■ themselves suiTounded; the 
Urnn^tte lsla^festoraa of nine men hlew themselves ud 
K oroan last April, when each .frith grenades. 

household Edifices a sheep, a - fiithfiwakeQftiKldlBngLdf- 

btoody and dramatic event took goal documents ureentlv re- 


place, which remained unre- 
port cd. Nine regional sepa- 
ratists surrounded the countty 
home of a local Uighur leader 
in the town of Kuqar. They 
threw a grenade- through the 
window before storming the 
house. Finding the man inside 
with his wife, his younger broth- 
er and brother's wife, they cut 
out the tongues of all four an d 
slit their throats. Thus the trai* 
tors were sflencetL 


*C : a 


nine men blew themselves up 
.with grenades. 

- fn die wake of the kflfipg g, hf- 
fctal documents urgently rec- 
ommended that the new raihvay 
planned to' lirik Urumqi, the. 
capital of Xinjiang, to Kashgar 
m the Uighur heartland of the 
south be completed within die 
next three years. Large numbers 
of Han Chinese - the dommant, 
“mainstream" Chinese -were 
to be moved into the area to sta- 
bilise unrest The . document 
warned: “So far we. have been 
too soft on the locals. Rom now 
on, we wilfstart to gettough." 
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Culture dash: An efderty Uighur man hobbling past a statue of Chairman Mao in Kashgar, to which Han Chinese head in their thousands 
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"• The disturbance is just one of 
a growing number of outbursts 
of violence since the early 
1980s, culminating in last 
month’s riots in Yining when 
Uighur youths took to the 
streets bating up Han Chinese 
and binning their bodies. Young 
Lfigburs grow up with a keen ha- 
tred for the steadily increasing 
numbers of Chinese migrants 

A spokesman for Uighur ex- 
iles suggested last week that the 
death of Deng Xiaoping will 
bring a power struggle within the 
Chinese 6 lite. He predicted: “If 
that happens, the independence 
movement in Turkestan will in- 
tensify.” The Hirkic-speaking 
Uighur nationalistswanl to es- 
tablish an independent “East 
Turkestan” homeland. 

Hundreds, sometimes thou- 
sand? of Han Chinese arrive dai- 
ly at Urumqi railway station 
laden with their life's belong- 
ings- Tensions crept easily. Ain 
Uighur man who accidentally 
jostled a Chinese on a bus was 


Yuri Kffshko, Reuter 

Almaty — Muslim Uighur nationalists 
claimed responsibility yesterday for a se- 
ries of bus bombings last week in north- 
western China and for a similar, 

, previously unreportcd attack on Monday 
A Chinese government official in the 
restive region of Xinjiang denied there had 
been a new blast on Monday, however. 

A spokesman for Ulgbnr exdes said in 
Almaty; capital of neighbouring Kaza- 
khstan, said the acts were in reprisal for 
deaths and arrests during a Chinese 
dampdown on the separatist movement 
over the past month. 

“We intend to continue our straggle," 


Makhiddin Mnkhlisi added, saying three 
exile groups had joined forces after po- 
lice and army killed 127 llighurs and ar- 
rested hundreds more. 

An official hi Urumqi, capital ofXmjiang 
province, said at the weekend that seven 
people had died and tiO vrere hurt in three 
time-bomb explosions on buses in the city 
on 24 February; coinciding with funeral 
rites fin- Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping. 

Mr Mukfalisi said be did not know bow 
many victims there were in the latest at- 
tack on Monday on a bus travelling to 
Urumqi Gram Yining, near the Kazakh 
border. The blast occurred 120km (75 
miles) east of Yining, be said. 

“The explosion in the bus near the toon 


of Kuliyi (Yining) ... was our act of re- 
venge for the crimes of the Chinese au- 
thorities," Mr Mukhlisi said. 

However, a government official in Yin- 
ing said by telephone: “It's peaceful 
here. There was no new bomb attack." 

A spokesman for Uighur exiles in Rus- 
sia, Sargari Tarym, said last week In 
Moscow: “We think Deng's death will 
bring a power straggle within the Chinese 
Site. If that happens, the independence 
movement in Turkestan will intensify." 

Mr Mnkhlisi said Peking had launched 
a “hundred days anti-separatist cam- 
paign" against Uighnr nationalists who 
want to establish an independent “East 
Turkestan" homeland. 


told he was “filthy" and asked 
why he didn't “go off and get on 
his donkey cart?" The Uighur 
replied that he would love to, 
oiuy he couldn't as the Hans had 
eaten all their donkeys. The ap- 
parently humorous exchange 


An Alliance of Achievement 


thinly veiled the cultural dashes 
and inequalities in the new 
society geared exclusively 
towards Hans. Not only is the 
Han Chinese love of pork con- 
sidered “unclean " by Muslim 
Uighurs, but the Chinese ten- 
dency to kill and eat anything 
that moves is also abhorred. 
Uighurs are frequently known 
to quote the Hans’ own saying 
when expressing their disgust: 
“Of things that %, the only thing 
they don’t eat is aeroplanes. Of 


things with four legs, the only 
thing they don't eat is tables." 
The Uighurs regard the Han 
Chinese as introverted people 
who fail to share tbeir passions 
for music, dance and hedonism. 

As the social structure 
changes, opportunities have be- 
come few and far between for 
Uighurs. Every day, hundreds of 
Han migrants arrive in Xinjiang, 
often hired by government in- 
centives of bousing and jobs. 
The Chinese are building new 


residential areas, but it is rarely 
the Uighurs who get to live 
there. Job discrimination is rou- 
tine: when an Urumqi academ- 
ic fluent in Chinese approached 
a computer firm and offered his 
services, he was told: “W? hadn't 
considered Uighurs." 

While Chinese-imposed birth 
control remains a bone of con- 
tention for rebels in the strongly 
Islamic south, social inequality 
and discrimination in the labour 
market is the main catalyst of 
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ethnic opposition among intel- 
lectuals in the modernising 
north of Xinjiang. So who will 
be the champions of the cause 
for Uighuristan, the long- 
awaited homeland of the once- 
nomadie Muslim Uighurs? 

The older generation are too 
scared of the repercussions and 
of a return to worsened pover- 
ty and famine. They still bear the 
iars of Mao Tse-tung's Great 
Leap Forward and the Cultur- 
al Revolution. They shrink from 
the anger growing in their chil- 
dren and look on anxiously. In 
the words of one Uighur: 
“Young people are unable to 
look ahead. We older ones can 
see things in the Jong term, 
we re not so impetuous." 

It remains to be seen whether 
the younger ones can overcome 
traditional disagreements be- 
tween oasis towns, and between 
north and south. A migrant work- 
er from Ateu living in Urumqi be- 
lieves they can: “When it coraes 
to the crucial hour, llighurs will 
come together." 

Meanwhile. long lines of Chi- 
nese army trucks rumble regu- 
larly along country roads 
between Afcsu and Baieheng 
deep in Ihe south. In Xinjiang, 
nobody forgets who is in charge. 


Highlights of ChafroM Pierre BeBotrt message to the Annual Meeting 
of Sodexho Shaiehokkn on February &, 1997. - 

I - M FISCAL 199S0S, SODEXHO UAftnAWa) GROWTH M5ttE£ , 
REPORT® 6000 EAfflfflfiS HMD EXCEEDED OSffOTVB 

FOR THE TEAR. • 

• . ' AtAa^3l IS96~r~, %Swrii 

(fliwfttmi sates flh mffiras of ftaxfi fianof MAR ^36^* 

Operating income /tnm3SofS(rfflvnd>frwrj . - 1,124 5W~ 

CoBoSd^wtiBaBieteffiiriMiiqirteiCT .. . 

(fam8Sb«offtCTdrfongl ~ ’ 

Iftwiternf shares tofesug 73TU90 ' , 5% 

Earnings jw sJurc fri tench tena) SUB - T29% 

totentrate , ' - - T&VP ~~ 

ggag . ■ Hum* 

OJOffc^2<p0rmtd[KtotteKraiS^laiof6artfaH-J*idHrtc»erI2m^ 

0Ofwi^2^tmtd^tot>ggin8pS±aimrf6Miirj^riap t niBrt2mnEfe 

0C^iiribbW284rr^nnoftfecmikQtew 

B-0UTLQQ* 

hr 1986/97, } wfeawd at the last Board raeedng that, based on aareaty 
aratibk dara and assuming amsaa exchange rates, rawfidased net inane 


-FoaisBigsfaph an hiring, framing and inotivatBig <wr mit managers 
r Enabhg erapiqeu to dare h the Ghwp's financial performance. 


Korean enemies gather for 


watt represent 

today, ton coni 


deparanans and fossesxes, staid atcxrt for anwnd 


Bitrendi overseas 
SEW i permit rf 


- Qsag aw sis to tawrthe aw of paretesed goods and savices. 

- Dewfap»g ntEgrafcd maoagoaait Wofircttion ^steea. 

IV - 0BR GROWTH PHttOSlBW 

• The pWosoptiy 

Our corporate mteien is deac to satisfy oor tfiads, to meet die expectations dan 
enpk^iees and sharehoktev and » partidpate in the economic and soda! 
denkprwnt of ow host ccuolries 

• Organic growth 

"to cany oat ffih mission, we are committal to increasing rwr sales and earnings, 
because gowth provides for greater job security afaws us to promote ftomwidii 
and creates more shareholder vatae. Ora pranaiy strategic focus is on fancmad 
tjTwrth. but in recent years we have aborted this dp/eiannert with extend 
aapasteDtc and affiances. 

• External growth (affiances and acqasttiois} 

Our international affiances 

On February 1, 1995, t ta affiance with Garina' Merchant made os die world's 
bigestconaract food sendees poqj. On Januay 2, 1996, lie affiance nidi Catena, 
SMedm'sles^maDageoerasentoaimp^ strengthened oor position in the 
Nortfe cnaflries. tn Febniay 1996, we acquired an equity interest in Catdapikv 
Braafs thW lage52 service voodscr issuer wtsch we now menage. This gaw as 
access to what h today the ksgea wwtber make) b the world. 

Our a/fence philosophy 

Safadio operates 'm servke activities wfeh, whfe not vejy capital iraenave. are 
hi^vly pa^tMrtaBive. Indeed, dm growth is driwi almost eomety lq( the skffls 
and tefeafion oTbSwAbI men am women Wide it is possUe id purchase 


Amfrew Marshall 

Seoul 

New efforts begin today to end 
one of the Cold Wax's last re- 
maining confrontations -the di- 
vision of the Korean peninsula. 
New York will be the venue 
for a meeting intended to kick 
off a series of four-party talks 
between North and South Ko- 
rea, China and the United 
States. Today, South Korea and 
the US wfll detail their plans for 
the gatherings at a “briefing” 
meeting with North Korea. It 
has been difficult enough to get 


Pyongyang to attend this meet- 
ing- a has cancelled twice; but 
a team of North Korean officials 
has already arrived, as has the 
team from Seoul, and the ex- 
pectation is that the meeting will 
take place as planned. 

The encounter comes at a 
time of maximum instability in 
North Korea. The death or de- 
parture from office of a number 
of key figures in the regime 
seems to indicate a power strug- 
gle as Kim Jong 0, son of long- 
time dictator Kun D Sung, seeks 
to underpin his authority. 

A senior defector from 


Pyongyang Hwang Jan-yop. is 
holed up in the South Korean 
embassy in Peking, with the 
North demanding that he be re- 
turned to Pyongyang and the 
South that he be allowed to go 
to Seoul, as he has requested. 
China said yesterday that it 
hoped the crisis could be re- 
solved soon, and expectations 
are still high in Seoul th3t he will 
arrive in the next seven days. 

The defection has sparked a 
war of words between Seoul and 
Pyongyang, with the South 
claiming that the death of Kim 
II Sung resulted from a heart at- 


tack after a violent row with his 
son. The North has riposted an- 
grily, claiming that Seoul is act- 
ing provocatively. 

There is clearly some ner- 
vousness in Seoul about the mil- 
itary situation, with security at 
government buildings increased 
and a security exercise underway 
yesterday. The North’s econo- 
my is collapsing, with food due 
to run out in the spring and in- 
ternational food aid insufficient 
to fill the gap. China is report- 
ed by the South Korean media 
to have established shelters for 
flecina North Koreans. 


White ghosts fade as society 
takes on a new complexion 
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The pony-tailed Briton, his T- 
shirt wet with alcohol, stumbled 
down the steps of Joe Bananas 
nightclub, dose to the red-tight 
district of Wan Chai, laughed 
and then stooped low and threw 
up noisily into the kerb. 

The taxi driver nodded at him 
and sniffed. "Moh fahn-n (trou- 
ble)." he said, dismissive)}’. “To 
think that 40 years ago they 
were beating us with sticks." 

It is safe to say that Britain’s 
place in Hong Kong high soci- 
ety is not what it was. Britons 
may be pouring into ihe colony 
to witness the setting of the sun 
on the last bastion of their em- 
pire, but as far as the social 
scene is concerned, the real han- 
dover has already happened. 

Whereas 20 years ago Hong 
Kong's finest events were like- 
ly to be studded with the mer- 
chant princes of Jardines and 
Swires, the two great British 
bongs, Hong Kong Taller laid to- 
days situation bare with its 1997 
"Guide to the Social Season". 

Of its “500 most prominent 
people" white faces make up a 
little over 10 per cent, and only 
a handful are British. According 
to Ong Chin Huai, social editor 
of the magazine, the change has 
been swift. Tve been at Hong 
Kpng Taller for five years and I 



was the first Chinese to be hired 
in the editorial department The 
pictures then were SO per cent 
expats and 20 per cent ... Chi- 
nese," he said. “When I arrived 
I was given a mandate to change 
it, to bring in more Chinese 
faces." Circulation, said Mr 
Ong, who is himself featured in 
the list, subsequently shot up. 

“We change the top 500 
every year because Hong Kong 
society is very dynamic, but the 
basic "makeup has changed a 
great deal. Take charity balls, 
which are the bedrock of high 
soriew. Whereas, before, the 
ftmdrafeing comminee would be 
made up of expat women, now 
it’s local Chinese." 

The Operation Concern gala 
dinner last September ts a case 
in point Held at the Grand Hy- 
att ballroom, with a modest 
35 tables, its organising com- 
mittee comprised a Chiu, a 
Kwok, a Chan, a Cheng, a 
Chow, aLee, a Ma and a Yang. 
The evening raised around 
HKS33m (£270,000). 

In Hong Kong's new society 
such amounts do not raise any 


eychrows. "You mustn't forget 
that if you compare it With 
England. Hong Kong is not a 
welfare state. There’s no NHS. 
no unemployment benefit, so 
elderly or handicapped people 
are in need. So that’s why so 
much money gets raised." Mr 
Ong said, adding: “It's also be- 
cause of Hong Kong taxes. Giv- 
ing to charity is lax-dcductable." 

To be pictured in Hong Kong 
Taller at such events is a mark- 
er of one’s position. "Hong 
Kong Toderisvery high society, 
like English Taller ... We only 
feature the top. lop people." ' 

In fact, Hong Kong Toiler 
was a lit ile too like the English 
Taller- a fact that elicited a law 
suit and a subsequent out-of- 
court settlement. Even this has 
proved fomnious, Now. iastead 
of Toilers distinctive British 
“Spy" figure. Hong Kang Toiler's 
logo features a man in Man- 
darin robes - perhaps more 
political^ correct in these times, 
in which, as legislator Christine 
Loh noted this week, "a sneeze 
from China matters more than 
140,000 voices’*. 


Perhaps tellingly, a large pro- 
portion nf HK Toiler's 500 are 
said to have interests in, or 
“good relations with” China. 

“The movers and shakers are 
people like Li Ka Shing (the 
head of the Cheung Kong- 
Hutchison croup and second- 
richest man in the territory), or 
the Kuok family j owners of the 
Shangri-la hotels and the South 
China Morning Fosi). “They are 
the big. big money," said Mr 
Ong. And in Hong Kong, mon- 
ey is the bottom line. 

One regular on the social 
scene. Sophie Benge, said that 
these days gweilos. (white ghosts) 
are “very much in the minority 
at many social events. "But 
many events are held by con- 
sumer brands and the Chinese 
are who they are marketing to" 
she said. She cites the example 
of a recent event held jointly by 
Hermes, the Paris-based fashion 
house, and John Lobb. the Lon- 
don shoemakers, together with 
entrepreneur David Tang. 

“There were only Chinese 
people there.’’ she said. “You’re 
much more likely to sec Britons 
down at Joe Bananas now. 
They’ve come to work at the 
[new] airport." 

Jojo Moyes 
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Kenneth Rowntree 


Collectors of the King Penguin 
hooks, begun during the Second 
World Wit under the editorship 
of Nikolaus Pevsner, may re- 
member with gratitude and de- 
light no 43 in the scries. .-1 
Prospect of Wales. Published in 
1948. il contained a text by 
Gwyn Jones, and reproduc- 
tions of some 20 watercolours 
and a cover by Kenneth jRnwn- 
trec. The illustrations show 
Rowntree at his best: tauL eco- 
nomical. with a feeling for the 
geometry in landscape, whether 
innate or imposed. 

Rowntree's Wales is a hard- 
edged world of slate and stone, 
of country chapels, miners' cot- 
tages. abandoned lead works, hill 
farms, remote schools and dry- 
stone walls. His eye for the or- 
dinary and overlooked is as 
sharp as it is for the less famil- 
iar. Lettering, incised on tomb- 
stones or colourfully inscribed on 
shop fronts, is lovingly recreat- 
ed: traffic signs, telegraph 
poles and other man-made struc- 
tures become equally arresting 
elements in the composition. 

Rowntree'sgift for evoking a 
particular place had been fully 
exploited between 1940 and 
1943 when he was one of more 
than 60 artists commissioned by 
the Government and financed 
by the Pilgrim Trust to record the 
face of England and Whies be- 
fore development or wartime 
destruction changed it beyond 
recognition. “Recording Brit- 
ain". as this remarkable project 
came lo be known, covered a to- 
tal of 36 counties. Rowntree con- 


centrated on capturing the es- 
sential character of old buildings 
and interiors in Bedfordshire, 
Esse*- Yorkshire, Derbyshire 
and Wales. (He was bom in 
Yorkshire and lived from 1942 
to 1949 in Essex -at Great Bard- 
field, where Edward Bawden 
and Eric Raviiious had shared 
a house in the Thirties and 
where Bawden continued to 
live until long after the war.) A 
recent exhibition at the Vicio- 
ria and Albert Museum, which 
assumed responsibility for the 
1.500 or so watercolours in the 
“Recording Britain' 1 project, 
revealed that Rown tree's choice 
of quirky subject matter and 
keen sense of design made him 
the ideal interpreter of some of 
the more unusual aspects of our 
built heritage. 

After the war, Rowntree's 
topographical interests led him 
to collaborate with Clough and 
Amabel Williams Ellis on their 
“Vision of England" series, il- 
lustrating the volumes dealing 
with Norfolk and the Isle of 
Wight and designing the cover 
for Sussex (which bad illustra- 
tions by his friend and Essex 
neighbour Michael Rothen- 
stein). In 1951 Rowntree paint- 
ed murals for the Lion and 
Unicorn Pavilion at the Festi- 
val of Britain. His love of Eng- 
lish vernacular art was behind 
his undertaking later in the 
decade, while teaching at the 
Ruskin School of Drawing, to 
paint portraits of the decorat- 
ed badges belonging to Oxford 
colleges. “As he was painting 


one of them," a friend recalls, 
“it began to move. Kenneth was 
at first puzzled, thought his 
drawing incorrect, then discov- 
ered it was actually sinking. 
They were so old that they 
have disappeared now. but 
Kenneth painted most if not all 
of them. r 

Kenneth Rowntree was bom 
at Scarborough in 1915 into a 
Quaker family. He was edu- 
cated at Bootham School, York, 
and trained at the Ruskin 
School of Drawing, where he 
was taught briefly by Eric Rav- 
iiious, and at the Slade School 
of Fine An in London. With his 
wife Diana Buckley, later the 
architectural correspondent of 
the Guardian, be lived for the 
first couple of years of the war 
in the Lawn Road Flats in 
Hampstead, designed by Wells 
Coates in the International 
Style. 

After the war he taught 
painting at the Royal College of 
Art. In 1959 he was appointed 
to succeed Lawrence Gowing as 
Professor of Fine An at New- 
castle University, one of the 
most progressive an schools in 
Britain, where the teaching 
staff included Victor Pasmore 
and Richard Hamilton- He held 
this post until his retirement in 
1980. It was at Newcastle that 
he became receptive to various 
modernist idioms, such as as- 
semblage and constructivist 
forms, and incorporated them 
in his own work. In the 1960s he 
collaborated with the architect 
Erno Goldfinger on coloured- 


screens for the entrance 
of the Ministry of Health 
building at Elephant & Castle. 
Between 1946 and 1970 he had 
five one-man exhibitions in 
London. In the last two decades 
of his life a number of retro- 
spectives were held in the north 
of England, usually with incisive 
catalogue introductions by the 
current Professor of Fine Art at 
Newcastle. John Milner. 

In the Sixties, Rowntree was 
a member, together with 
Quentin Bell and Claude 
Rogers, or the committee set up 
to look into university applica- 
tions in fine an. In his Elders and 
Belters ( 1995), Bell recollected: 

We met for dinner and usually man- 
aged to transact some quite useful 
business before the first course was 
eaten, but thereafter Kenneth and 
Claude began, in a jovial way, to 
abuse each other, to raise their voic- 
es and to dissolve in uproarious 
laughter. When the other two ... pro- 
fessors finally staggered away in op- 
posite directions they agreed that arw 
teaahung business should be dean 
with by me. 

All who knew Kenneth 
Rowntree will testify not only to 
his abundant enthusiasm for life 
and its pleasures, but also to his 
hospitality, generosity of spirit, 
and conspicuous modesty about 
his own achievements. 

Richard Caivocoressi 

Kenneth Rowntree, artist and 
teacher bom Scarborough 14 
March 1915; married 1939 Diana 
Buckley (one son, one daughter); 
died Hexham, Northumberland 
21 February 1997. 




A reeling for geometry In landscape, whether Innate or imposed: Rowntree in Ms studto, 1349 


Don Porter 


Professor William Haas 


The villain of Robert Redford's 
trenchant film The Candidate 
(1972) was Crocker Jarmon. a 
ruthless, corrupt. United States 
senator, who. in a memorable 
scene, stirred his supporters 
with a speech in which he 
feigned sincerity with practised 
conviction. “The actor giving a 
beautiful performance of Jar- 
mon giving a beautiful perfor- 
mance." wrote John Coleman 
in the New Statesman, “turns out 
to be a sound bit-player, Don 
Porter, a vaguely familiar face 
from other movies, but one I 
would have been hard put to 
give a name to." At the lime he 
made The Candidate. Porter 
was a veteran of more than two 
dozen films, some 2U0 plays and 
countless television snows. 

Bom in Oklahoma, Porter 
was three when his father died 
in a road accident. Educated in 
his home state, as well as in Ne- 
braska and Oregon, the 14- 
year-old Don joined the Oregon 
National Guard, claiming to be 
18. By the lime he actually was 
IS. he had been commissioned 


Great footballers fall into two 
categories: those with dazzling 
talent, and those who week in. 
week out have been great dub 
stalwarts, perhaps never reach- 
ing international heights, but 
serving the game with distinction 
and jusiifi ably winning the last- 
ing affection of their home 
crowds and communities. Such 
a one was Bobby Parker, for 46 
years associated with Tynecas- 
ilc Park, and the Heart of Mid- 
lothian Football Club - as a 
young player, dub captain, train- 
er. coach, scoul manager, chair- 
man. and director until 1993. 

Parker was never to gain full 
Scottish international honour. 
This was because it was his mis- 
fortune to be the exact conlem- 


DEATHS 

DAW SON -SHEPHERD iJOIINSi: 
Miirsiiri-i Kathleen on is Fubnian. 
Manhunt K. Johns wasttw fm female 
Dim producer in I tv: UK. Widow of 
Ian. much-Icn- J mother ul Jennifer. 
Judith and Audruea. and sii-pmoth- 
cr of Rosemary. .Anne. Sarah and 
Deborah. Funeral service St Wlne- 
fride s. Kew. 1 1 JUam. Thursday 13-3. 
Donation' li> M> niter A. Babt Clinic 
Project. The Little Foundation. 12 
Part C redeem. London W I N -!EQ. 

COFF: Rosemary .Anne-, suddenly on 
Saturday l March 1 W7. Wife of the 
late Bruce Golf MC. formerly Dyer, 
nee Wen ru ortJv Filcui 1 1 iam . beloied 
mother ot .MichaeL Annie and Bee- 
ca. adored piundmoiher and great- 
grandmother, treasured godmother 
and friend. Family funeral on Satur- 
day s March i iam at Si Barth- 
olomew \ Egdcan, near Fink-worth, 
WeM Sussex, followed by private 
eternal ion. A Se-rviee of Thanks^h- 
ingv.il! tw held on Wednesday 9 April 
2pm ai Si Bartholoniew'v Egdean. No 
mourning. If desired, cut flowers 
only. 

MACSWTNEY: Major John Francis 
Sean (Royal Signals) (retired I. sud- 
denly at home, cm I March I W. aged 
yean. Much missed by his children 
Gavon. Nuaiu and Fiona and hta 
grandchildren. Funeral at Our Lady 
of the Rcna/y and Holy Rood. Boi- 
ler. Oxford.' ui 2pm ufl Fnday 7 
March. Ri-ijuietciil in pure. 

YL'O MARSH: Joan Priscilla (m!-: Cur- 
tis Green) died peacefully ai home on 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Hie Princes* RoyaL Pain >n. ihc Sforedun 
Foundation, chain ihc Kciirai Lcciure .11 

I'cnUands Science Park. Penicuik Mid- 
lothian: opens ihc new Edinburgh Health- 
care NHSTnisv Care the ElJcrh Unit. 
Ferry field House. Edinburgh: and as 
Presideni. I’nncess Riwal Trust lor Car- 
era. juciui. an English Symphony Ur- 
chiKtm Concert, hosted h> So cm Trent 
pie ;ii Si J.iflta»'s Palace. Princess Alexan- 
dra. Patron. Home-Sun. visits the 



Porter: adulterous businessmen 
Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


a lieutenant- He was by then a 
professional actor as well, hav- 
ing started playing dramatic 
parts at 17 on local radio. In 1936 
he made his first stage appear- 
ance as a messenger in Maxwell 
Anderson's Eltabeth the Queen 
at the Civic Theatre in Portland. 

After years in repertory. 
Porter made his first screen ap- 
pearance in Mystery of the White 


Room (1939). After signing him 
for seven years. Universal Pic- 
tures proceeded to get their 
money's worth; in 1942 alone, 
their new contract artist ap- 
peared in Eagle Squadron, Top 
Sergeant. Madame Spy, Eyes of 
the Underworld. Night Monster, 
and as the killer in Abbott and 
Costello's mystery spoof Who 
Done It ? 

The Dead End Kids vehicle 
Keep 'Em Slugging (1943) was 
the last Don Porter Elm for 
three years. His hobby was 
photography, which, coupled 
with his military training, served 
him in good stead as a combat 
photographer during the Sec- 
ond World War. When he was 
discharged, he returned to Uni- 
versal to play a lawyer whose 
fiancee (June Lockhart) mis- 
takenly believed she was a were- 
wolf in She-Wolf of London 
( 1946 ). a movie that was far fun- 
nier than Abbott and Costello’s 
Buck Privates Come Home 
( 1947), the last film of Porter’s 
Universal contract. Becoming a 
freelance, he went to Para- 


mount lor My Friend Irma Goes 
Wist ( 1950). to Columbia for 711 
Ocean Drive (1950), to RKO for 
The Racket (1951), and to MGM 
for Because him 're Mine (1952). 

His face soon became in- 
ternationally recognised, thanks 
to the television sitcom Private 
Secretary (1952-57). Ann So th- 
em starred as the super-efficient 
Susie MacNamara, whose life 
was dedicated to bringing order 
to her employer, the successful 
but disorganised talent agent, 
Peter Sands (ftjrter). The series 
finally ended after 101 episodes, 
but its co-stars were soon 
teamed again in The. -inn Soth- 
em Show (1958-61), which con- 
cerned Katy O'Connor, the 
super-efficient assistant man- 
ager of a New York hotel, and 
its disorganised manager. Mr 
Devery. 

During rhe out-of-town try- 
outs of Muriel Resnick's play 
.Any Wednesday ( 1964), Michael 
Rennie gave up the role of 
John Cteeves. an adulterous 
businessman, nakedly admitting 
he was leaving because his fel- 


Bobby Parker 


porary of another right-back, 
the legendary George Young of 
Range dv. and’Scottish captain. As 
a teenager on the terraces at 
TvnecasOc in the late 1940s. my 
first recollection of Parker is as 
an acquisition from Panick This- 
tle. He would be covered in mud 
earlier in the game than anyone 
else, partly because he was a for- 
midable tackier, partly because he 
was a terrific grafter and partly 
because he was fearless. He was 
also one of the most ferocious tak- 
er of free -kicks from outside the 
penally box. The only man I have 
ever seen hit a dead hall harder 
was the Brazilian maestro 
Roberto Rive lino. 

He never himself took part in 
a cup-winning side, but he con- 


tributed greatly to Hearts' tri- 
umph in the League Cup in 
1954-55 and in the Champi- 
onship in 1955-56. The present 
Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 
Eric Milligan, the most loyal of 
Hearts fans, described Parker as 
the living link between the suc- 
cessful teams of the glory days 
of Alf Conn, Willie Bauld. and 
Jimmy Wanihaugh and the pre- 
sent lively club. In particular. 
Parker did much to further the 
great career of the young right- 
half in front of him, D'ave 
Mackay, later to be transferred 
to Tottenham Hotspur and to 
become the Scottish captain. 

Parker was bom in the village 
of Ratho in West Lothian, out- 
side Edinburgh, and went to 


school at Braxhum Academy. In- 
voked in junior football, he 
was picked up by Bathgate Ju- 
niors from where he went to 
Firhill lo play for Partick 
Thistle. Returning to the east of 
Scotland in 1947 he came to 
Hearts. 

Throughout the years, often 
for little pay or none at all, he 
devoted himself to any job that 
had to be done in theclub. He 
was also a businessman in the 
Goigie area of Edinburgh. In 
the 1980s he took over the 
news agency at the St Andrew’s 
Square bus station when big 
companies reckoned that the 
price was too high. Both in the 
news agency and in the travel 
business his philosophy was to 
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Marriages 
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4 

I March. Funeral at Waliham St 
Lawrence Parish Church al 2pm on 
Tuesday 1 1 March. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

GOlUth Joe. A M.-TVKV In celebrate the 
iile of Joe Gould uill take place ui 
Eton College Chapel, on Friday 14 
March, at Z30pm. 

Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
f Births, Adoptions. Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services. Wed- 
ding tmnhersurics. In Mernoriani) 
should he scot in writing to the 
Gazette Editor. The Independent J 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don E145DL. telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 1 24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or fazed to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged at £&50a line 
fVAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices, functions. 

Forthcoming marriages. Marriages) 
mast be submitted in writing for 
fuudi and a re charged at £10 a line, 
VAT extra. Please include a daytime 
telephone number. 


kingtfnn Scheme. New Malden. Surrey. 
The Duke of Kent, President, attends *a 
Cimmiitu: Auuxajbik: As- 

oxuliun. B.i4n£4< ike. Hampshire: ream 
Fit: Officer Sea Training HMS Urate. Ply ■ 
muuih: and sisii* HMS L'vattry. ui 
•in 'ipi'raipinnl main tag. 

Changing of the Guard 
Tire Household Gnaiiy Mourned Regi 
mail mourn* ihc Queen's Life Guard ai 
Hone Hoards. 1 lam. 


Birthdays 

Lady Eliza tv ih Basse i. Extra Woman 
of the Bedchamber to Queen Eliza- 
beth the Queen Mother, 69; The 
Right Rev Thomas Butler, Bishop of 
Leicester. 57; Admiral Sir Simon Cas- 
sefe. 69; The Earl of Crawford and 
Bafcarres. premier Earl of Scotland. 
70: Mr Jim Dowd MP. 46; Miss 
Samantha Eggar, film actress. 58; Mr 
Anthony Hedges, composer. 6o: The 
Most Rev Bruno Heim, former 
Apostolic Pro-Nuncio, 86: Mr Robin 
Herbert, chairman. Leopold Joseph 
Holdings. 63; Mr Richard Hickax. 
conductor. 49; Mrs Aon Langley. 
Head Mistress, Roe dean. 55; Lord 
Mac far lane of Bearsden. chairman. 
Macfariane Group. 71; Miss Elspeth 
March, actress. 86: Sir Derek 
Mitchell, former senior civil ser- 
vant. 7j; Miss Elaine Paige, actress 
and singer, 45; Sir Jack Rumbold, for- 
mer president- Industrial Tribunals. 

77; Mr Dean StockweH film actor. 
6 1 : Air Marshal Sir Thomas Stonor. 
defence consul I an 1 . 61; Mr Barry 
TucfcwelL conductor and horn pljy- 
er. 6 k Mr Des Wilson. Director of 
Corporate and Public Affairs, BAA 
pic, 56. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Gcrbardus Mercator I Ger- 
hard Kremerj. cartographer. 15 12; 
William Oughtred. mathematician 
and inventor. 1575: Giovanni Bjnisu 
Ticpoki. pointer. 16%; Sir Rex Carey 
Harrison, actor, 19(18. Deaths: An- 
tonio Allegri da Correggio, painter. 
1 534: Thomas Augustine Arne, com- 
poser (“Rule, Britannia") 1778; Flo- 
ra Macdonald. Jacobite heroine, 
1790; Franz Anton Mcsmer. physi- 
cian and founder of “animal mag- 
netism". 1815: Sergei Sergeyevich 
Prokofiev, composer, 1953: Joseph 
Stalin f Iosif Vissarionovich Dzhug- 


ashvili), Russian leader. 1953; Anna 
Akhmatova (.Anna Andreyevnj 
Gorenko), poet. 1966: Mohammad 
Mosaddcq. Iranian politician. 1967; 
Tito GobbL baritone. 1984; William 
FowelL actor. 1984. On this day: the 
foundation stone of New Coflejje. Ox- 
ford. was laid, 1397; Lee De Forest 
demonstrated an experimental radio 
broadcast from New York. 1907; 
the Spanish steamer Principe Je .4j- 
curias struck a rock and sank off 
Brazil, with the loss of over 4U0 lives. 
1916; civil disobedience in India 
ended. 1931: the Nazis made large 
gains in tbc German general election. 
1933: the Bailie of the Bism a rck Sea 
ended, 1945: Winston Churchill 
made a speech al Fulton. Missouri, 
referring to air 1 iron Curtain" across 
Eurojw, 1946; Dr Gustav Heinemaim 
became president of West Germany 
in succession to Dr Heinrich Lubke. 
I960. Today is the Feast Day of Saints 
Adrian and Eubulus. St Eusebius of 
Cremona. St Gerasimus. St John 
Joseph of the Cross. St Kieran of 
Sqigjur- Si Phucas of Antiocb. St Pi- 
ran and Si Virgil of Aries. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wi ggin s and 
Lizzie Barker. “The Italian Baroque 
fi): ‘a feeble and fallen school', for 
and against the Baroque", lpnu 
Richard Wollbcim. “The Meia- 
phorics of Painting". 6 .30pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Richard Dunn. “.Astrological Im- 
agery in Western Art", IJOpm. 

Loughborough University: Professor 
Rea- Faulkner. “Atom Management", 
4.30pm. 

Leicester University: Judge Rosalyn 
Higgins. “Into the Next Millennium: 
the International Court of Justice in 
the 21si cer.niry". 530pm. 


low actor Gene Hackman was 
“getting too many laughs". 
Porter had no such qualms; be 
accepted the role, and earned 
praise for his performance, 
playing Cleeves 982 times on 
Broadway. Taking aver, from 
George C Scott in Neil Simon's 
triptych of one-act comedies 
Plaza Suite (1969), he success- 
fully played a harassed father, 
a womanising film producer, 
and yet another adulterous 
businessman. 

Porter interspersed stage ap- 
pearances with such films as 
Mame (1974), Forty Carats 
(1973). Bob Hope's Bachelor in 
Paradise (1961) and Elvis Pres- 
leys Live a Little. Love a Little 
( 1968). but in the 25 years since 
The Candidate he never again 
had a role .as juicy as Senator 
Crocker Jarmon. 

DickVbsbnrgh 


Donald Porter, actor, bom Mia- 
mi. Oklahoma 24 September 
1912; married Peggy Converse 
(one son, one daughter); died Los 
Angeles 11 February 1997. 


give good service to the public. 

At a difficult time in 1975 
Hearts turned to him to succeed 
Bill Lindsay as chairman. In 
1980 when he resigned he made 
way for a company director, 
Archie Martin, and made pos- 
sible the share reconstruction 
which brought the energetic 
Wallace Mercer and much 
needed money lo Tynecastle. He 
remained welcome as ex- 
chairman in the boardroom, and 
was a useful director. 

Tam Daly ell 


Bobby Parker, footballer and 
businessman: bom Ratho. West 
Lothian 16 February 1924; mar- 
ried (one son. one daugfuer); died 
Edinburgh 1 March 1997. 


William Haas was influential in 
promoting the fledgling sci- 
ence of linguistics - a relative- 
ly late arrival in British 
universities - in the years after 
the Second World whr, and, as 
the first Mont Follick Professor, 
beaded Mancheser University's 
newly established Department 
of General T mgiiigtif* from 
1963. His interest in the subject 
had been fired by lectures he 
had attended in Prague given by 
members of the Prague School 
of Linguistics. 

Haas was a characteristic 
representative of a Central Eu- 
ropean tradition of scholar- 
ship: he had a wide culture, 
gritty individualism, and fierce 



Haas: efistrust of orthodoxies 

intellectual integrity, all com- 
bined with humour, personal 
kindness and urbane charm. 

He was bora in 1912 in Os- 
trava, then part of the Austro- 
Hungarian empire, later part of 
the new state of Czechoslova- 
kia. He studied Law and Phi- 
losophy in Prague, until the 
threat of Nazi persecution (his 
father was prominent in left- 
wing politics) forced him to es- 
cape to Britain via Poland in the 
spring of 1939. 

Once in Britain, he enrolled 
at University College, Cardiff, 
to study Philosophy and Ger- 
man, later graduating with first 


class honours, despite his initial 
total lack of knowledge of Eng- 
lish. (He used to say that he 
learnt English by the somewhat 
unusual method of . writing 
philosophical essays^ which 
were then meticulously cor- 
rected by his professor, J.W. 
ScotL) He was appointed Lec- 
turer in German, at Cardiff in 
1945. . : 

Although be had received no 
formal training itt-.Tmgiiistics, 
he became -ever' more deeply 
involved in wtiting anSreseaidi 
on linguistic topics and in 1955 
he was appointed to a Senior 
Lectureship in Unatistics at 
Manchester, one Of the first 
academic posts in linguistics 
outside. London- He was a 
fotinderf b^^^ rPfae^Lin- 

ihant learaed^p^ty in the 
country) and one ot the origi- 
nal members oFthe Board of 
Editors of the new Journal of 
Linguistics. 

Haas made his own distinc- 
tive contributions to the subjecL 
Among linguists he. was prob- 
ably best known for his theo- 
retical work in mainstream 
areas, but perhaps more un- 
usual was his pioneering work 
in the lingoistic study of writing 
systems. 

In 1963, he became the first 
bolder of the Mont Follick 
Chair of Comparative Philolo- 
gy and General Linguistics. 
This chair was endowed by a 
former Labour MP for Lough- 
borough who believed.that the 
English spelling system was 
seriously defective because of 
a lack of consistency in the 
relationship between spelling 
and pronunciation (Shaw’s 
tongue-in-cheek suggestion of 
“ghoti" as a possible spelling 
of “fish” - “gb” as in “laugh”, 
“o” as in “women", and “tT as 
in “nation” - illustrates the 
point). 

Mont Follick at first hoped 
to commit the incumbent of 


the new chair to the pro- 
motion of spelling reform. 
However, this was judged by 
die senate at Manchester to be 
an improper restriction of aca- 
demic freedom, and a compro- 
mise was eventually readied 
whereby the bolder of the chair 
would undertake to devote at 
least part of his energies to 
the linguistic study of writing 
systems. 

Haas accepted this challenge, 
and his work on the basiepnr- 
ctples underlying different wajs 
of writing down human speech 
was ground-breaking. He wjs 
always lukewarm - towarfs 
spelling reform. He dkl mot 
deny that the English spe^hg 
system was in many respids 
capricious, but he was oppoud 
to a system with complete 
phonetic consistency, atgufog 
that valuable features would le 
losL For instance, if the phul 
of “cats" is spelled with an “s, 
and the plural of "dogs’ 7 witb : 
“z", a closer souhd-symbe 
match is achieved, but the im 
portam relationship between “s’ 
and the meaning “plural" is 
lost. 

The department Haas found 
ed. although much changed it 
many respects, stilL in a curiou 
way, carries traces of his intel 
lectual style, especially in its dis 
trust of orthodoxies, and a deq 
respect for the often untkfy, ant 
theoretically recalcitrant fact 
about human language ant 
language behaviour. 

.... D. A- Cmstj 


William Haas, philologist: boni 
Ostrava, Austro-Hungary 28 May 
1912 ; Lecturer, German De 
partment. University College. 
Cardiff 1945-55; Senior Lectur- 
er in General Linguistics, Man- 
chester University 1955-63, Mont 
Follick Professor of Comparative 
Philology and General Linguis- 
tics 1963-79 (Emeritus); twice 
monied (one son, one dausfitB); 
died Manchester 4 February 
1997. 


Direction sufficient to deal with jury bias 


Gregory v United Kingdom: 
European Court of Human 
Rights; 25 February 1997 

The decision of a judge, faced 
with an allegation of racial 
bias in a jury trying a black de- 
fendant, to give the jury a 
forceful redirection instructing 
them to put afl thoughts of prej- 
udice out of their minds and fo 
consider the case on the evi- 
dence alone, was sufficient to 
ensure the juiy’s impartiality 
and to dispel any doubts as to 
the fairness of the defendant’s 
triaL 

The European Court of Hu- 
man Rights rated by a major- 
ity of eight to one that there had 
been no infringement of the 
right to “a fair . . . hearing . . . 
by an independent and impar- 
tial tribunal established by law” 
under article 6.1 of the Euro- 
pean Convention on Human 
Rights in the case of David 
Gregoiy. 

The applicant, who was 
black, was tried for robbery be- 
fore a jury at Manchester 
Crown Court in November 
1991. The jury retired at 
I0.46am on 28 November to 
consider their verdict but 
returned at 12.2$ and handed 
to the trial judge a note stat- 
ing: “Jury showing racial 
overtones. One member lo 
be excused." 


LAW REPORT 
* 


5 March 1997 


In the jury's absence, the 
judge consulted counsel for 
the prosecution and defence 
about a suitable response to 
the note. Defence counsel rec- 
ollected asking the judge to dis- 
charge the juiy. but in the 
judge's recollection both coun- 
sel agreed to his proposal to is- 
sue a redirection. The jury 
were recalled and tbc judge in- 
structed them to put out of tbeir 
minds any thoughts of prejudice 
and to consider the case on the 
evidence alone. 

After a further direction in 
which the judge told the jury 
that he could accept a majori- 
ty verdict, the defendant 
was found guDty by a 10-2 
majority. The applicant was 
sentenced to six years’ impris- 
onment His applications for 
leave to appeal against 
conviction were refused. 

The European Court of Human 
Rights stressed that the 
impartiality of a tribunal in- 
cluding a jury had to be deter- 
mined on the basis of both a 
subjective and an objective 
test. 

Since there was no proof of 
actual or subjective bias on the 
part of one or more jurors, and 


evidence of such could not be 
adduced by questioning them 
about the allegations in the 
note because of the rule in Eng- 
lish law governing the secrecy 
of jury deliberations, the ap- 
propriate starting point was to 

examine whether the trial judge 
had done all that could be re- 
quired of him under article 6.1 
to dispel any objectively justi- 
fied doubts about the jury's 
impartiality. 

The court had particular re- 
gard to the steps taken by the 
judge on receipt of the jury's 
note. He had not dismissed the 
allegation outright but had 
sought the views of prosecution 
and defence counsel on a suit- 
able reaction to it He had con- 
cluded that, of the options 
available to him at that stage 
of the trial, the matter could 
best be dealt with by recon- 
vening the jury and issuing a 
firm redirection in open court 

As an experienced judge, 
having observed the jury 
throughout the triaL he had no 
doubt been aware of the pos- 
sibility of discharging them or 
asking them’ in open court 
whether they were capable of 
continuing and returning a Ver- 
din on die evidence alone. 


Defence counsel had not intact 
pressed for either of i These 
courses, and it could thus be 
reasonably inferred that he 
bad not considered thaieither 
had been warranted m the 
circumstances. ~ ' 

At most, defence counsel 
would appear (ohaye asked the 
judge to investigate the cir- 
cumstances whidi. had moti- 
vated the writing of the note. 
However, any such investiga- 
tion would have been impossi- 
ble because, of the rule on 
secrecy of jury deliberations. 

The redirection itself had 
been forcefuL detailed and 
carefully worded, with partic- 
ular emphasis on the jury mem- 
bers’ sworn duly to try the case 
on the evidence alone, to the 
exclusion of any thoughts of 
prejudice of any kind. The 
tenor of the redirection, eou- 
pled wiih the fact that no fur- 
ther allegations of racial bias 
were made; led the court ro 
conclude that the trial judge 
had taken sufficient steps to anv 
objective doubts about the 
juiy’s impartiality. 

. .While the guarantee of a fair 
tnaf might in certain circum- 
stances require a judge to 
discharge a jury, in the present 

“ '* worded 

rethrectian was sufficient 

Paul Magraffi, Barrister 
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iron cage of Albania 

^ , ,«nerce from in Albania. It 

a small country emerg nf its 


T he Albanian regime ted by President difficult to . 

Sali Berisha is trying to silence restacdo^ to tetr^oSa^t 

foreign news broadcasts. It is a market paffhc^tiQik.Wtiiou ___ 
waste of time. If even the Stalinist regime ledge - of events, trends, demanas 
of Enver Hoxfaa could not keep out west- ' trade is bound to suffer.- 
era popular music - Italy is too dose - . So the Berisha regime is voting 
Tirana's current rulers are unlikely to against markets, against trade, against 
have any more success with the BBC . . ^^ 3^5 conceivable future. The 

World Service. - oast is state socialism Jts debris lies ah 

But this decision is significant Any tw benighted country, from the 

regime that switches off the Voice of ^ of concrete pill boxes, erected on 


■ : rash of concrete pm.Dowa, 

expels foreign. ^ ordeTS ^ Hoxha agamst the 

journalists and fire-bombs its own • . . — *j;*«Bnn .mthe 


America relay. 


U1W Viuvm ~~ . w * 

juiiiuouau ouu uiw-uvuauii threat nf invasion. to ms ■ 

papers is doomed. Of course it can slopes denuded oftree cover by 

keep goingfor a while. Protesters can ; - coUectivisbd peasantry lacking fuel ■ 
be machine-gunned, tanks can seal • way back into economic iso- 

the borders, the secret police restored j atknr too many Albanians have tasted 
to the rank and privilege they enjoyed thp farine nf freedom to let it go far- 
until 1991. Ail that can happen; and yet But freedom alone guarantees 
the regime’s survival has now become nn thin „ Albanian liberty began promis- 
a short-run thing. President Berisha inaugurated 

That prediction does not have to do reforms; the lek was stabilised, 

with the virtues of news journalists - ^ during the past two years freedom 

though the penny-pinching British gov-. ^ been esploitedby gangers and get- 
erament might note the critical role merchants with - the con- 

played by the World Service at J^nkjnescapabte^ 
moments like these. It is to make the hip ^ 0 ffidals- We should not make 
simple observation that there is no eco- t00 much of the runveti of the Albanian 
nomic progress, based on trade and T ^ OJ 5 i e taken in by pyramid schemes: 
markets, without the full flow of infer- schemes, and their cousins flour- 

mation, with official encouragement, ^hed in Depression America. The 
inside and outside the country. Efforts - OTn >»fhin fi -for-nothing mentality . is 
are being made by the Chinese gov- here, in Britain, too. But the 

eminent to prevent unbiased news ^h anians were coniied in aremaikaPiy 
reaching the country’s interior; the comprehensiveaDd wholesale fashion, 
Iranians want to censor the Internet. one of the country’s short-nm 





Iranians warn iu — ~~ and one 01 me **. r — . 

Yet not only does technology make -yo bl ems « bow to re-establish trusting 
such illiberalism more and more r . 


ecMomic and poUtical relatiorBta> m 

a situation where, willy-nilly, many 
people will end up losers. 

First, of course, there must a return 
to order. Calm in the streets of Vtora, 
Giirokaster and Sarander is a precon- 
dition of progress. But if the .c°u£tty 
can be cooled down, what conjunction 
of foreign government intervention 
and action by the Tirana auteonti^ K 
most likely to secure, sa^a restoration 

°^No onenaads rapretend AJbania B 
a strategic pawn or even a potential 
contributor to regional instability. 
Hoxha’s only allies were the North 


Koreans; Moscow’s only interest is 
routed through Mpfe 
There is an oppressed Albanian 
majority in Sert>-ruled Kpsoyo^^ 
for Tirana has shown no inclination to 
stir up” that small and dangerous 

homeB’nesLAneffl^o^opkfrom 

Albania could be a nuisance to Greece 
and Italy, members both tbe European 
Union id Nato. But our interest re^s 
on more than the obligations of 
alliance. It goes wider than humam- 
Urian concern or even the prospwt of 
new Adriatic beaches which one day 
ought to bring that country much- 
needed tourist revenues. It is our stake 


inse etagasm a Ucoun^ r S efroro 

the ironcageoftinfre t the 

The Greeks uAMuao* ^ 
Dutch, current P***[j!®“** and so they 
convene crisis amount of 

should. A comparawety^^s 35 a soft 

mone\’ f S overT1 ‘ 

loan, could tide r ^ pyramid- 

mem over toe eff^softecR^ ofa 

selling sauidaL ^But me ^ 0 f the 

bail-out depends to regain 

Tirana ^ e ^l^ubUc c^nfi- 
some mhtonal deffM 

deuce, and, second. d schemes may 
to 0 ® to ^ch going to extirpate 
|e°» ? C r^ireion)but are kept 

capable of 

such traorfon™Ma?lt J 

Democratic Party 

SSEsssgSS 

“^‘^SSs^ nntd 

without cross-party co-opera t ^ met 

There is a further condition to 

beSTany offer of fjnanaal pother 

assistance is given by ’ 

World Bank, the United States or any 

Ssssrsis® 


in Albania. It is toe acr of a regime 
ashamed of its repression; it wans the 
foreign audience to deprived of evi- 
dence of Albania’s primitive condition 
and its own people to be left in the dari- 

President Berisha ae^ to see h™. 


iiVartime roots 
of UK backing 
for Berisha 

Sir. There is a wider and deeper 
background to the British _ 
Conservative connection with 
Albania (reports, 14, 15, 24 

^ . \ i. h,rlr In t 


letters to the editor 

/, /O /wO. 



>peciai ; — 1 _ 

(Derations in Albania m toe 
iecond World War. 

In 1944 the late Lord Amerv, 
hen a young captain, acral as a . 

sort of political commissar with the 
Billy McLean/David Smiley 
mission, which tried to conjure 
_-_.__.~n <n »h<» firmans Iron 


Aer the war they explained tn«r 
lilure by aUeging that Albania had 
een betrayed and given werto 
Lover Hoxba and Conrarorusm by 

ssassafissKft* . 

^hadchannelled support totoe. 

3»-k=s^ 

zssszEEssfe 

mnS.tedtoti.= nUtarrcdrf fort 
to destabilise Enver Ho* 1 *** . 
Albania at toe turn icf toe Forties 

and Fifties. The ^lureof that 

JKSS?SSSS- 

KfleySSiAIba^.and 
SSune active aipnortosyd 
ofSah Bensha an 




President Berisha neeos w ^ 
daniagins; and self-defeating such action 

is. Albatoahas barely started outontoe 

rocky road towards capitalist democ- 
racy- Getting back to the starting point 

required e» d* 

Iwrn liberalism. And it starts today with 
freedom of information- 

Love blossoms 
with the daffodils 

1 1 reads like a fairv-story. A Tory politi- 
cian drafted in from deepest Yorkshire 
10 rule over the Principality of 

SSaiHsi* 

=SS|s 

St^cluX’ houses 
Anglo-Welsh population. 


Shaved horns no 
help to cowards 

Sir Emesl Heming»ay,wc,uld _ 
have agreed with Liz Nash l ^ 
l shaved ) hems of a dilemma ,3 
March) that the machismo of many 
j though not all) bullfighters 
ronceals a “quivering child who is 

fri f^>&.tiia, he weald 

noi havesupported ihe premise of 

jssssasKSi* 

close as any foreigner can to the 
heart of this mysterious Spanish 

nractice. was clear that among 
bullfighters the unpredictable hull. 

who wll not charge straight wd 
true is the most feared animal. 11 
the bull aims directly for the cape, 
as he should if be retains his 
alertness and balance, the 
matadors strict training will aUow 
him to achieve a kill without great 

PL tfthisirso. iheonly advamage of 
hom-shaving is that should the 
matador receive a gonng, the 
prospect of death or senous 
wounding for the man is greatly 
reduced. . . , _ 

Liz Nash’s desenpuon of tne 

-fiesta glorified by Hemingway is 
a rather wayward stab at his real 
views, to Death in he 

mounts a sustained attack on toe 

hardly matadorpretectedeven 

in theTwenuesand Thuttesbya 
corrupt system which her rape rt 
shows has changed little. 

His case was that only 
ocSsionallv docs the comfort* 
above such failings to provide a 

S"r h e~rditicn 

Whether ilia a nec^arior?-^ 


schemes hasprecipitatedaEgve 
crisis. But even graver is the fact 
that, for lack (rf property 

fonctioning democratic^ 

institutions, the issue is being 
fouit out in street demonstr 

“JP^^^^nnunismi and 

SSSSJSSSSr-- 

helped to keep it toere. 

ShREGINALDHIBBEECr • 

one ™ AThnnia in the Second. 


rSdabletorm^^ Swo-tototeoftoe assemblies^ 

a^aSKSSten-. 

of the good. ___ more plutonium wiU be created 


ottnegoou.^^ 
ERIC THOMPSON 
London, NW2 


Plutonium plant 

m commission and 


ai afl. It is UKeiy, mcre.e.. «■» 
more plutonium will be created 

than burnt up. 

No waste management strategy 
has been identified for toe spent 
MOX fuel and we havebeen 
informed that it coidd not be dean 
with in THORP wjtoout maior 

modifications; wiD yet another 
reprocessing plant be buhl at 
^SSiyet more plutonium 

Se ^flFLshould never have been 
pennitted to add to toe plutoniuni 
JSSile by starting reprocessing 
in THORP- Plutonium 


Sin Jojo Moyes (“Wbena man 
loves being a woman , £*- 
■Fehruarv') displays a depressing 
taSSSuSutfou. Can she not try 
^ C ^St might bel^t? 
have a body which is at odds with 
S iSy? Given all tire pam 
involved for loved ones an . 
themselves, besides ar^bsequent 
inconvenience, why mdeedv^uld 
• a v>u> Turtnip.n — inuesa 


^^Orefadlhyfo^bricating ^S^SSSSS^SSU 

[ nmjed-aride (uranium and MOX is little more than the next 

| local authorities been coratoed increase concerns about nuclear 

I about the safety ™P bcat !^' h __ n accidents and weapons 

1 The nudearindusoy has been oroliferation. Ultimately, U can _ 

vigorously promoting toebmtung P add to ^ growing leg^cyof 

of phitOTiuffltoConvait^ nuclear detritus awaiting a tong- 

fes.*ss»r s-(»»sissr— 

1 ag g. gs^ss— 

SSSSSSS"" sassss 

MOX. rt»nt. or less, Authoiittes) 

However ^Sper^nLoriess, daVEKN1GHT 

Of the MOX (Chair, CND) 


inconvenience, wny 

men want to be women - unl^s 
they were convinced they were 

women? . 

And though some may be 
tragically mistakeu and slip 

through the medical checks 

Sed to catch them, even on Ms 
MoyVs figuresQSper^ntwfl 1 not 

have a change of mind post- 

OTeratively. and 90 per cent will 
adjust - rather good statistics as 
medical procedures go. 

SUSAN MARSHALL 
Ezeter College. 

Oxford 

Save BT museum 

Sir The announcement by BT that 
it is 10 close its telecommumcations 

museum (report, 1 March ) is a 

Ul The museum, in toe heart of toe 
Qty of London, was opened in 
1982 and houses Britain s 

telecommunications heritage, 

, spanning some 3 ) 1 ) years. The 
| fasion is based primarily on cost 


SjSPffiSSS funding 

for some time. 

Currently toe BT Museum 
receives thousands of school-age 
children each year. Visitors of all 
ages can trace the progress w 
communications, from toe e»li«i 

davs of telegraphy to toe latest 
satellite and optical [fibre 

^e — fS'ive.thousaads 
of requests for informauon from 

g5ETSf£53& 

^Why can toe company nol ' cave 
the existing museum open while 

®“» ? ^ erand 

London's West End . 

D ALABASTER 
BiUericay. Essex 


Jg IPI dL tVUJ* ■ " | _ 


Fas 0171-293 2UDo; - 

E-n^conaspo 


Trains in winter 

Sir. With regard to your report 

“Rail firm toted for crowded 

trains ' 1 (3 March), 1 should like to 
point out that during toe ponod of 
temporary rolUng-siock shortages 
caused by severe weather in 
January. Connex South Eastern 
managed to maintain train services 
on all routes during toe worst 
winter in Kent for many years. 

In this period, which saw many 
major roads closed and ferry 
sailings baited, our punctuality and 
reliability were significantly belter 
than in previous winters. 
ARFEARN 
Managing Director. 

Connex South Eastern 
1 London SE1 


Whether it is a ncc««* j rr " 
view is perhaps a proMein 1 wUh 
which, notwithstanding tu 
integration, northern Europeans 
are unable truly to grapple. 

TRISTRAM HODGKINSON 

London SWJ 

Political nous of 
a spellchecker 

I sir My PC's outdated spellchecker 
(it fails to recognise 
or -privatise", so n is obviously pre- 
Eighties) also plays meb with ^ 
people’s names. It will of couise 
ignore names that exist as normal 
words, but shows remarkably 
insight when it gels to politicians 

true identity. . 

WiLh the latest Cabmct spht l 
discovered that John Major was 
chanaed to a grey and feeblv Jom 
Major". However, Stephen Dorrell 
turns into a double Eurosceptic 
raUvingcall: -Stiffen. Derail! I 
could not possibly comment on 
other cabinet members such as 
"Mutual Coward - but I havu no 
doubt that toe party chairman 
would prefer “Brawn Money to 

. “Brown Moony". 

As for toe leaders of the 
Opposition, it merely C 0 I1^L ■ 
what we knew all along: Tony Blmr 
becomes “Tons Bluer and Paddy 
Ashdown " Bad 'y 
BADLY PLINY (PADDY PAYNE) 
London SM-V 


Major question 

Sir. I cannot understand John 
Major's accusation that no mem 
of toe Opposition front beni-h has 
experience of high govcrnraeni 
office, ft seems that he is euher ^ 
calling For a Labour victory it . tow 
name of democracy, or arguing the 
virtues of a one-part)’ slate. 

1 CLIVE BRAMLEY 
I London SE3 
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■Racine's slur* - begins 
in 1^94. two years 
after the outbreak 
ot civil war in Alge- 
ria. Beside him sits 
Mohammed Sekkoum. chair- 
man of the Algerian Refugee 
Council, based in the northern, 
unircndy. end of the London 
Borough of Islington. We have 
met in a cafe, drinking capue- 
cinos and tea out of glasses. It's 
a meeting place for Algerians 
who have chosen the uphill 
struggle for refugee status in 
Britain instead of the horror 
and fear of their own country, 
where an estimated 1UO.OOO 
people have met their deaths in 
the last five years. 

[ have no way of checking 
Yueine's story. Yacinc is the 
name he has picked to hide his 
identity - few .Algerians are 
confident enough to talk at all. 
let alone under their own 
names. But during a lengthy 
conversation no alarm bells 
ring, no grounds for doubting 
the" story suggest themselves. 
With the help of Mohammed, 
the story is told in a mixture of 
Algerian Arabic. French and 
English. 

Mohammed has ihe face of 
i he 24-year-old he is. hut the 
black curly hair framing his 
pale olive skin is going grey . He 
had been combining his occu- 
pation as an accountant with 
membership of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
the movement poised to win 
the 1^92 parliamentary elec- 
tions had the contest not been 
cancelled by a government 
dominated - as it has been 
since independence in 1962 - 
by the military. 

Yacinc was involved in what 
he calls the FIS “social'* depart- 
ment -collecting money, deliv- 
ering leaflets, preparing meet- 
ings and demonstrations “to 
help poor people". The FIS has 
an armed wing, the Islamic Sal- 
vation .Army (AIS). but this is 
the less hard-line of the armed 
opposition groups. The Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA). itself 
split into factions, has pro- 
claimed that they will kill “all 
those who are not with us". 

The complex web of increas- 
ingly extreme tendencies has 
led to the targeting of journal- 
ists, intellectuals, trades union- 
ists. lawyers and independence 
war veterans as well as political 
leaders and members of the 
police and security forces and 
Uieir families. The government 
has become increasingly hard- 
line loo, banning protests, shut- 
ting down newspapers and tor- 
turing and killing opponents. 
Growing numbers of innocent 
civilians" are being murdered, 
sometimes by beheading or 



A place of fear and horror: 100,000 people are believed to have efied In the Algerian conflict in the past five years 


In 1990 there were just 25 applications from 
Algerians for political asylum in the UK. 
From the beginning of a barbaric civil war in 
1992, the total has soared to more than 4,000 


having their throats cut, by 
armed opposition groups or 
security forces - often no one 
knows which. 

Yacine and bis friends oper- 
ated from the district of Bub-el- 
Oucd. an FIS stronghold in the 
centre of Algiers. When a warn- 
ing came "that the security 
forces were looking for Yacine. 
some of the group had already 
been arrested. Eveiyone had 
heard about whar had become 
the routine and unflinching 
barbarism in Algerian jails. “I 
went over the Moroccan bor- 
der. A group of people got me 
a French passport, he says. 
From Dar-el-Beida he flew to 
Spain and then to Britain. And 


Patricia Wynn Davies looks at the reasons - and 
why almost all of them are being sent back 


it was here he was to experience 
jail first, after notching up the 
first black mark with the immi- 
gration service by not claiming 
asylum on arrival. He had sent 
back the false French passport 
so it could be used again. “I was 
wailing for some papers." he 
says. “1 wanted some evidence 
before I claimed asylum. At 
that time I could not prove even 
that I was .Algerian." He was 
picked up three weeks later, by 


LIMITED OFFER! 


5.49% (5.6%APR) 


MORTGAGE RATE FROZEN 


TO APRIL 1999. 


It's going to be an uncertain couple of years for mortgage 
rates: but it needn’t be for you. 

With Woolwich Direct's new Fixed Rate Mortgage you can 
be sure of exactly what you're paying until April 1999. if you are 
an existing customer on the move, or a new mortgage customer. 

Take the first step to getting your rate fixed by calling 
Woolwich Direct, at local rate. Monday to Friday 8.30am - 
9.00pm. Saturday 9.00am - 3.00pm or Sunday 10.00am - 
2.00pm on 0645 75 75 75 quoting ref: 1X53. 


Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0645 75 75 75 
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chance, when an Algerian 
friend he was staying with was 
arrested. .After going on hunger 
strike in a detention centre he 
was sent to prison. He staved in 
jail for five months while his 
application was processed and 
refused. “I am not a criminal. I 
have claimed asylum." he 
would tell jail staff. But be says 
the immigration authorities 
were unimpressed. As depor- 
tation loomed he went on 
hunger strike again after being 
moved to a different jaiL “I was 
64 days without food, just water 
and sugar. I lost 20 kilograms." 

Algerian policemen were 
waiting for him on his arrival in 
Algiers in January 1995. “They 
had a blue paper with my photo 
on it." he says. The torture 
began at the Algiers police 
headquarters. 

“I was stripped. They started 
beating with sticks and iron 
sticks. They poured water from 
a jug - about five litres, -into 
my mouth when I was lying 
down. They said when you want 
to say something, knock on the 


floor or shake your head. You 
feel you are going to die. Then 
they took me to the toilet" 

It is getting more compli- 
cated to explain. Mohammed 
suggests he draws a diagram in 
my notebook. He draws a body 
on a plank of wood tilted down 
towards a toilet in the floor. 


Lying face up on the plank with 
his fac 


face nearest the bowl, his 
tormentors repeatedly doused 
his face with urine and faeces. 
Someone else beat the soles of 
his feet. The window was open, 
letting in arid air. In between 
dousing him with the contents 
of the toilet, they doused him 
with cold water. *“ You’ll get 
rheumatism’, they said.” 


M ohammed was blind- 
folded and taken else- 
where. “The torture 
was different there. They gave 
shocks in my ears and on my 
lips and heart. The cell was dark 
but I could see light when I was 
having the shocks." He was 
there for 15 days before being 
taken to the notorious Sertadji 


prison, where security forces 
killed more than 100 prisoners, 
many political detainees, in 
February 1995. Yacine was so ill 
that he was immediately 
removed to the psychiatric wing 
of Ain-Nadjamiliiaiy hospital. 
The FIS organised an escape to 
Spain by ship. He took another 
ship to Plymouth, entering 
Britain with false Italian papers 
10 days ago. Despite all that 
went before, he believes he 
can convince the UK authori- 
ties that they made a mistake 
the first time. 

Another 29-year-old, who 
uses the name Beca, has been 
waiting to talk and makes to 
leave. Mohammed, who was a 
vet in Algeria until he fell foul 
of the authorities 10 years ago, 
persuades him to stay. "They 
must tell their story," he says. 
Mohammed points to others in 
the room, a man whose brother 
recently died in Algeria, 
another who is a journalist. 

After the GIA issued a state- 
ment that “those who live by 
the pen shall die by the sword". 


someone had a gun and 1 was 
working there. We invaded his 
house and took him to the local 
police station. The anti-terror- 
brigade joined us.Theykept 
his hands on the table . and 
nailed a piece of wood oaUhem. 
Nobody can do that jott” 

-His revuIsioiLat being com- 
pelled to do the job ; forced 
him, along with many .ocher 
policemen, to flee. But he -has 
never seen a policeman 

accepted for asylum m the UK. 
Mohammed knows of .one, 


though plenty more? apply, 
spite the mint 


Despite the minute nu m b e rs of 


Iasi 


the terms of the 1951 

UN QjweoitioiiorgiveneaKep- 
tional leave to remain, every- 
one looks incredulous when -I 
ask. for the record, if they had 
ever considered France; Alge- 
ria's framer colonial master. 
Suspicious of racism and- the 
Imks to the Algerian regime, 
few asylum-seekers would now 
feel secure applying to France, 
l am told. Most, applicants, 
however, will not be permitted 
to stay m Britain. 


..Human Rights Whlchrepoited 
that Algeria was the. most dan- 
li gerO us place in thc world to be 
; ; a journalist. i. . . . - . 

Beca comes as a surprise. He 
cannot sit at the same table as 
Yadoe - because Beca was a 
policeman in Algeria, though 
. he doesn’t look it now. He has 
• grown his hair. He has been in 
the UK for two years and is 
awaiting, the outcome of an 
appeal against a refusal to 
remain. He .says he would be 
arrested as a deserter if he was 
returned to Algeria. J . 

Beca had been a traffic 
policeman untfihe was trained 
asa detective. “We had toieam 
how to hit targets, how to tor- 
ture people. We were taught to 
tie people to chairs, like hair- 
dressers’ chairs, and immobilise 
the head. There would be a 
drip, drip, drip of water on the 
head, for five or six hours." 

The anti-terrorist groups 
would fix people to ladders by 
their arms and then push them 
over when they were unable to 
.save themselves. They would 
get a sponge soaked in dirty 
water and pul it in a person's 
mouth. The/ would make a 
man put his genitals by an open 
drawer, then dose it. 

“I was involved one day, in 
the Casbar area. They knew 


I n 1995, 1,865 asylum appli- 
cations came from Algeri- 
ans. Of the cases concluded, 
15 were judged to have a well 
founded fear of persecution 
and accepted as refugees under 
the 1951 convention. Temoth- 
ers were given exceptional leave 
to remain on humanitarian 
grounds because their individ- 
ual circumstances meant it 
might not' be safe to return 
them. Asylum refusals from 
that year’s applicants have so 
far totalled 220: 540 have been 
refused both asylunrand excep- 
tional leave to remain; 120 
were sent back to the “third 
countries" which were their 
first port of call and 65 were 
refused for failing to comply 
with requirements, including 
being interviewed. - 
Fra many, A will have been 
the familiar, depressing story; 
lade of evidence to surmoant-a 
burden of proof stacked against 
an applicant;, lack of back-up 
and support,^ saying or doing 
die wrong thing at the wrong 
time; mlqmrip.retanrimgs about 
the way things are. done in 
other continents; suspkaoa;bad 
lawyers and bad luck-- 
Nidi Hardwick, chief execu- 
tive of the British - Refugee 
Council, says: “I have met Alge- 
rians who have izad asylum 
cl aims rejected, not because 
they don’t face danger in Alge- 
ria but because the Home 
Office says they will be cpro- 
tected by the Algerian govern- 
ment-” Over at the Foreign 
Office, a Category- One warn- 
ing to potential visitors from 
Britain is in place, advising 
against any visits by Britons, 
including those wanting . to con- 
duct essential business. 

Listening to these stories of 
how people have been thrown 
out of this country and tortured 
in their own, I was reminded of 
what Baroness Blatch, the 
Home Office minister of state, 
said during the House of Lords 
Second Reading of the 1996 
Asylum and Immigr ation' Art 
“We are determined to hon- 
our this country's well known 
tradition of harbouring, .those 
wbo flee here in genuine fear of 
persecution." 


The opposite of wrong is just not right 


I want you to cut out the 
following quotation, or 
memorise iu or have it 
tattooed on your wrist, or 
otherwise made easily 
available, because it is going 
to be of wonderful help to 
you in the days leading up to 
the next election. 

“Under democracy, one 
party always devotes its chief 
energies to trying to prove 
that the other party is unfit 
to rule - and both commonly 
succeed, and are right." |,H L 
Mencken) 

There is a great truth 
contained in this gloomy 
reflection, and the neatest 
way I can think nf expressing 
it is as follows: -Just because 
you are wrong, it does not 
mean that I am right." 

A moment's thought will 
show that this is true. The 
fact that Tottenham Hotspur 
have lost five matches in a 
row does not make Arsenal a 
good team. The collapse of 
Soviet Communism docs not 
make capitalism admirable. 
Hie foolishness of joining a 
single currency- does not 
prove the wisdom of staying 
out. Oh. how much nicer life 
would be if the opposite of 
bad was good, but experience 
tells us lha! it is not. 


To come down to the 
example looming through the 
fog, the general election will 
be presented to us as an 
either/or situation. If you 
don't want the Tories to 
govern us, you must want 
New Labour to do so. If you 
don’t like the sound of New 
Labour, you must support the- 
Tories. In fad. all political 
debate is presented like this 
already. When Labour 
condemns the Government 
for its policy, it assumes that 
the Opposition policy is the 
right one. If one is wrong, the 
orher must be right. 

But another moment’s 
thought will show that this is 
rubbish. Jusi because the 
Government has got it wrong 
does not mean chat the 
Opposition will get it right. It 
is much more probable that 
both will get it wrong. It is 
even possible that both will 
get it right. Sometimes one 
party holds up ideas which 
the other party recognises as 
being the same as theirs. Do 
they celebrate? Do they 
hasten to clap the other side 
on the back? Not a biL They 
jeer at them for stealing their 
ideas. They mock them for 
not being able to think up 
anything better. 



Miles 

Kington 


The whole Tory v Labour 


contest is presented to us by 
■ radio, by the papers. 


TV.byi 
by Mrs Betty Boothroyd, by 
the Today programme and by 
pub conversation, as if it were 
democracy in action. But it 
isn’t. Choosing between our 
two main political parties is 
like choosing between two 
men in masks is an identity 
parade. It is simply a cup 
competition in wmch both 
sides have progressed to the 
final without beating anyone, 
h is a self-appointed league 
containing only two teams. U 
is a beauty contest in which 


we have to choose the less 
ugly of two ugly sisters. It is a 
game in which the other ride 
is presented as more of a 
threat to Britain than 
pollution, China or global 
wanning ... 

We have only ourselves to 
blame, of course. If we end up 
with a system in which we are 
reduced to choosing between 
Blair and Major, then p lainly 
the system reflects on us and 

our society. If our political 

system produces nobody 
worth voting for, it cannot be 

a great political system, and it 

is probably not a great society. 
Indeed, if a great party leader 
did emerge, he might well be 
loo good for the job. It would . 
be rather embarrassing tp 
have a world-class Header at 
the helm of a uon-worid-dass 

country ... 

That's it! I have suddenly . 
seen the truth! Both, parties 
are unfit to rule this country — 
and we deserve both of-tfaem! 

Well, I have done a ; • 
dramatic U-turn since 
beginning this piece r and still 
have some space lefi, so l 
want to ask three questions 
which have been preying on 
my mind recently. 

1. Why do we assume that 
when someone in an English 


court of law is acqnitted, he is 
therefore innocent? All that 
has happened, surety, is that 
the case has not beeii proved. 
He may be guiky. He may be 
innocent. Buttheevidence. • 
was not feltto.be adequate;. . 

2. Why was it felt that • 
Diane Blood's husband 
should. have given ’fwdtten. .. ... 

permission for his babies to - 
be bornlDoes anyone ever 
give penni^qa for it to 
happen? I never gave written:, 
or. verbal permission for, my 
children to becencerved. .. . 

There are many fathers who 
do not JDsibwthey,have had . - 
- children, and there ace other 
fathers who did riot want the 
children ip be bom, and . , > 
would have stopped it if they. 

could. So why was it felt that ' 

pianeJJkmtfs husband , 
should have gtyen written 


bom?. 

3. If foe j 
Justicehaai 


‘Court of 
: against the -f. 


saying- that people should not 
have foe' freedom wfllingfy to 
inflict and receire.pain,how. . 
can ft poeahtybe legal to-play 


If anyoijfrfatqws.the. . sV% . 
answers, please do not let me 
know,. . 
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the commentators 




save it 



eeling richer today? One ' . • 
Jfl 2 hon people this week - : 

•earned that they win eeit '.’ 

payouts of £1,400 apiece - the . - 
members of the Northern Rock f 
t«uomsodety. This year some • 
: 16 mflhdn Batons - one-third'- = 
of ihe adult population - win W 
revive a total of more than ■■■’ 
£ 20 bn from the floats of bofld- :; • 
mg societies on the stock mar- . 
ket. The biggest the Hali- * 
lax/Leeds, wfl} afliea 8 ^ miHioo . 

people: the - Alliance and ■ ■ - 
Leiceaer and the Woolwich, ’ 
another 5 minion. 

These arc big numbers -the .• 
largest transfer of cash that has T ’ 

• ever taken place in this coun- 
try, far larger than any “give- 
away*’ budgets. What we do 
•with the money- in particular • 

whether we spend it or save it ' 

- will obviously have a pro- 
found impact on the economy. 

But even more important, it 
wiU tell us something about' - 
social behaviour, and about a : 
potentially devastating new fis- 
sure in our society. - . 

The working assumption of C- 
most economists is that die • 
bulk of the windfall wfll be ■ 

saved in the first year, the Bank 

of England reckons only 5-10 
per cent will be spent This -- 
sounds a bit optimistic (or pes* • 
simistic depending on your 
point of view), for the results of 



Hainish 

McRae 

It's the 


the cash is mainly saved, inter- 
est rates wi fl only go up 0.5 per 
cent' 'this summer and stay 
below 7 per cent next year. 

- There is, however, another 
and more disturbing aspect. 
People -who have money will 
save it, which is fine. But what 
of the people who don’t? It is 
great that one-third of the adult 
population of die country is get- 
ting these gains, but that means 
two- thirds ace not And the 
problem is not just between 
one group of people who are a 
thousand or two richer than the 
other group. It is between one 
group who through their life- 
time will tend to be savers and 
another who will tend not to be. 
It is a division as stark as that 
between ; home-owners and 
council tenants, and it is going 
to grow. • 

: It is going to grow because 
govetraneats have little option 
but to encourage people to 
save; jororefbr their old age. 
•This is not a Tbfy/Labour divi- 
sion, though the rhetoric the 
parties adopt may be different 
The harsh arithmetic of a 


pie will spend 10-25 per cent of 
the windfall, mainly on holi- 
days. Were the spending at the 
top end of the range it would 
add 1 per cent to consumer 
spending, big enough to feel 
But we realty will not know 
what people wiD do with their 
money until they have it in their .. 
bank accounts, and then not for 
a few years. Maybe people won't spend if in 


hand-out this 
connta-yhas 
known. 

What we do 
with it will 
shape not 
only our 

personal . . 

^ ' age in the UK for every pen- 

fortunes but 
ourwhole 


retired agemeans that govern- 
ments have to ny to persuade 
as many people as possible to 
save foe their own pensions. 

At the moment there are just 
over four people of working 


reader of today will be thinking 
of drawing his or her pension, 
• i - •. there wfll be justbvertwo-and- 

SOCiety : : • ;• a-hklf. % 2040, when these 
people wfll be in their 
70s, there will be fewer 
And of course the cost is not 
just in pensions, It is also in health care for the 


year one, but then the car needs a new dutch • -very. elderty, the oyer-SOs, who arc increasing 
and.— ' • yjn numbers even faster. ; 

The only comparable UK experience was in . . So expect enormous pressure to save. Gov- 
the late 1980s, when house prices boomed and eriiments of both parties wfll spend tbe bext 
the new expression “equity take-out*’ entered 30 years devising new ways of encouraging us, 
the language. Pec^e cashed m part ofdteaddi- maybe bullying us^ to put aside as much 
tional value of their home by increasing their , money as we can. It will not just be a new indi- 
mortgage and then spending the difference; vidnal savings account, as suggested tty New 
Burthat other, and lessagreeable, egression Labour. Iwt«fidexj>ecttbeUK.tQfraveaconx 


“negative equity” entered the language shortly 
afterwards. Maybe that experience wn diange 
behaviour. Will the new insecurity encourage, 
lie to save? 


pulsory savings scheme, with money deducted 
mom wages, tty the year 2005, whichever par- 
1 ties win the next two elections. 

: But we cannot all save very much. Success- 
'S experience is interesting. Americans • fill young professionals can run a smaller car 
have become much richer in the past three or forego the third holiday. People in less well 
years, not from windfall gains from bailcfing paid jobs can't save so much. People not in jabs 
society conversions, but from the general rise can’t save atalL 

in the stock market. This wealth is spread quite Besides, what do you do with people who 

a- way down the income scale^tbanks to the could save, but won ? t? It is a great ethical 
practice in the US of using accounts with ' dilemma- You could have two people on iden- 
mutual funds - unit trusts - for regular saving, 
rather fa the way we use bank or ouflc 6 ng soci- 
ety accounts. 

It seems that, far from spending their W&il 
Street bunce, US citizens axe saving it Back 
m the middle 1980s, the annual rise in liScon? , 

sumption hit 6 per cent Through the middle sions in society, widening the gap between the 
1990s, it has been a littie over 2 per cent hnd quite rich and tbe pretty poor, 
it does not seem to have risen at all with the. - For that is what these windfalls do. They 
boom of the last three years. Maybe Amen- reward the. richest one-third of the country, 
instinctively don’t trust the boom on Wall , Nearly half tbe two highest socio-economic 

ibis reluctance to spend to happen in cenTof the tivo^towest will get thexn^ ** 
theUK, from a general economic point of view - . There is do easy solution. We have to per- 
it would be very encouraging. If people save, suade people to save more, which means 
then the economy is less likely to get over- rewarding severe so that they become richer. 


tical incomes all their lives, one who saves 
steadily, the other who spends up to their 
income. Should the saver pay taxes to support 
the spender in old age? If you say yes, you are 
agreeing to punish the prudent and reward the 
feckless. If you say no, you risk widening divi- 


Blair’s Britain: 
only the beginning 


heated, and the Government is jess li kely to 
have to stick up interest rates to cool it down. 
The US investment hank Salomon Brothers, 
which has done some work on the economic 
impact of the windfalls, reckons that, provided - 


But we have ajbo to persuade those people who 
have become rich through their own hard work 
and prudence to accept that some of the fruits 
of their labour wiD be taken away. The glne that 
holds society together depends on it 


L ike any sensible 
observer with a 
shred of historical 
sense, I have been 
cautious about this; 
over-cautious; even timid. And 
still, the polls may be very 
wrong. And still, John Major is 
a formidable campaigner. And 
Conservative Central Office is 
still a rich and well-oiled 
machine. But - Baste! On 2 
May, barring the biggest upset 
in our democratic history, we 
will have a new government Bit 
by bit, soundbite by soundbite, 
Blair's Britain is beginning. 

But what kind of Britain win 
it be? That too depends, at least 
parity, on election day. A sharp 
narrowing of Labour’s lead is 
possible - even, on past paral- 
lels, likely. Whether Tony Blah- 
wins by a landslide or a short 
head will affect tbe duration 
and radicalism of his tenure of 
Downing Street. 

Is he m for 10 months or 10 
years? Wfll be transform the 
country or merely oversee it? 
Big questions; yet despite them, 
the Conservatives seem to have 
all but given up. 

I don’t mean that their enjoy- 
ment of power has weakened, 
or that they won’t storm around 
the country warning of the ter- 
rible perils of the Blair Terror. 
Indeed, if anything, their enjoy- 
ment of the small comforts of 
office will increase and their 
rhetoric will get more hysterical 
as the day of reckoning nears. 

Yet, deep down, most have 
given up, including almost all of 
the Cabinet Real parties, fight- 
ing serious campaigns to hold 
or win power, don’t indulge in 
the idiot bickering of today's 
Tories. In red parties, senior 
figures turn on the enemy, not 
on one another. In real parties, 
the elder statesman are sup- 
portive through hard times, not 
poisonous and gleeful about 
their colleagues' daily troubles. 
Ia real parties, there is a sense 
of common purpose which 
the inevitable personal 
les that are parr of daily 
litical life - people back the 
leader, they don't gossip about 
who’ll replace him. 

And in all these senses, the 
Conservatives are ceasing to be 
a real fighting party. They have 
the offices, cars, salaries and 
titles of power, but they are las- 
ing authority. When a minister 
explains tbe latest government 
proposal, it now requires the 
willing suspension of disbelief 
before we consider the implic- 
ations. When an Opposition 
spokesman, such as Jack Straw, 
makes an announcement, we 
think, at somebarety-oonscious 
level, “Ab, so that's what is 
: to hajipen.” 
is political collapse of 
stout party is particularly odd 
since the Tories have won 
almost all of the big political 
arguments of recent years. On 
taxation, public spending, priv- 
atisation, tbe market economy, 
less liberal attitudes to law and 
crime, parent power in educa- 
tion, and even the undesir- 
ability of European political 
muon, they confront opponents 
who basically agree with them. 


by Andrew Marr 



E 


The Tories have all but given up. But 
if Labour wins, will it transform the 
country or just oversee it for a while? 

The realm, in the sense of the 
Westminster elite, may feel in 
need of defence against other 
power centres. Bui the nation 
doesn't agree. Neither the prac- 
tical objections to Brussels 
meddling nor the rising doubt 
about (he future of Continen- 
tal welfare-capitalism has vet 
persuaded voters that the EU 
is a mortal danger to this 
country. For decades. Conserv- 
atives ha\e benefited from the 
phlegmatic refusal of the Eng- 
lish (in particular) to get excited 
by political ideas. Now they are 
being penalised hv it. 

Blair, bv comrasL offers an 


Indeed, in many areas. New 
Labour’s pitch is not realty that 
the Tories have been intellec- 
tually wrong - rather, that they 
haw failed to deliver properly, 
and that Labour will now 
deliver a similar agenda much 
better. (Think or traditional 
education, or law and order, or 
monetary orthodoxy.) If the 
Conservatives are handing the 
country over, then then' have 
thrown in a growing economy 
and a whole boxful of new, now 
barely-challenged nostrums too. 

Yet Tony Blair's huge 
achievement is to have made it 
possible for tbe Middle English 
to vote Labour in large num- 
bers for the first time in a gen- 
eration. The glib, coffee-bar 
dismissal of Biairism is that it 
doesn’t give voters enough 
choice. But if choice means 
the real prospect of an electable 
alternative, and not simply the 
opportunity to heckle a per- 
manent Tory government, then 
without Blair and the other 
Labour reformers, Britain 
would have no choice at all. 


And Britain does. Despite 
the convergence on many social 
and economic policies, we now 
have a choice between different 
visions of a British future: dif- 
ferent ideas about democracy, 
about our place in the world. 
Even, to pul it pompously, our 
national destiny. 

The Tories have become daz- 
zled by the philosophical chal- 
lenge of European Union - a 
proposition they cannot ignore 
and cannot accept. Their great 
purpose now is to defend one 
kind and level of power - par- 
liamentary sovereignty, located 
at Westminster - against all 
comers. They arc the Defence 
of the Realm Party. This most 
traditional of political causes 
goes with a vision of an unreg- 
ulated. vibrant economy, from 
which political control is absent 
at a local, regional or European 
level. 

The Tories' problem is that 
only some of them think this 
way. and most of the country 
seems to regard it as a roman- 
tic, somewhat abstract crusade. 


idea of Britain which seems 
pragmatic and - if we brush 
aside the rhetoric of New- 
Labour. New Everything - 
unromantic. •“Reform this. Do 
that better. Sweep aside old 
nonsenses. Use resource*, more 
efficiently.” Talk to any senior 
New Labourite and you find 
they regard the EU as some- 
thing to be used and exploited, 
not argued about. 

The dangers for a Labour or 
Lib-Lab government should 
hardly need spelling out. Prag- 
matic administrations are eas- 
ily blown off course. In office, 
you may not need a detailed, 
year-by-year blueprint, but you 
certainly need a strong sense of 
direction. Meanwhile, the 
longer-term outlook for the 
public finances is not nearly as 
sunny as it seems today; and the 
history of the century suggests 
that the Tories will be back, 
revitalised and reunited, wichin 
a few years of defeat in the 
polls, however comprehensive. 

If Blair wins a strong work- 
ing majority in May. then we 
will soon see how seriously he 
takes this. Will he reshape the 
country's polities, so that Tory 
nationalism is marginalised 
and the failures of the party in 
power today are translated 
into longer-term defeat? 
Doing that will mean empow- 
ering local and regional poli- 
tics. introducing a Bill of 
Rights, finally dealing with the 
Lords and - above all - chang- 
ing the voting system: all the 
things traditionalists advise 
him to shun. 

Already the more intellec- 
tual Conservative journalists, 
such as Matthew Parris in 77ic 
Tima and Charles Moore in 
The Daily Telegraph, are wor- 
riedly warning Blair against 
tinkering with the Constitu- 
tion. Tbe subliminal message 
seems to be: let us Tories deal 
with national destiny while you 
take a quick turn at the wheel. 
Moore even accuses Labour of 
being high-handed and ruth- 
lessly “‘Cromwellian''. Coming 
from a champion of Lady That- 
cher. after IS years of quango- 
stuffing and centralising, and 
addressed to a party still in 
Opposition, this is a bit rich. 

But as Tories, Parris and 
Moore are posing the right 
questions. Their worry is elo- 
quent and justified: if Blair 
does ““ tinker" - and today s 
expected launch of the joint 
Labour-Lib Dcm constitutional 
progamme implies he will - 
then the Con serva lives' failure 
to recover this spring will cost 
them much more than one gen- 
eral election. It may cost them 
iheir century-old leasehold on 
this country’ 


Freedom tiptoes out the door 


I n J972. Lord Reid, a top 
Law Lord, made a classic 
statement of constitutional 
principle: “English law goes to 
great lengths to protect a per- 
son of full age and capacity 
from interference with his per- 
sonal liberty. We have too often 
seen- freedom disappear in 
other countries, not only by 
coups d'etat but by gradual ero- 
soru and often it is the first step 
that- counts. So it would be 
unwise to make even minor 
coacesskm.'* . . 

Lord Reid was explaining 
why a court could not force a 
man to have a blood rest to * 
paternity dispute. But t oday ’s 
courts seem to adopt a cnSer- 
ent approach. This is 
Hig h court judge said when 

ordering a forced Caesarean m 

1996: "I am afraid the Judge 
has to do. what some may caU 
rough -justice. I do not unnk 
there is a possibility of g fwng 

iMni ntCCtieS, 


When judges 
order womento 
have forced 
Caesareans at 
the behest of 
doctors, the 


liriffl 


on 


preocciq 
of the judiciary 
with human 
rights is called 
into question, 
says Barbara 
Hewson 


judges s toacton ibe advice of 
doctors of proper standing- _ 
Hew cap this be happening . 
when many judges in the Court 
of Appeal and the House of 
LortfeptfohcBe their interest in 
seeing tfw European Conven- 
tion on- Homan Rights topor* 
porated into our law? Tmeti 
caffing far this tnnovmuon have 
. included the present. Lord 
Chief talas, LordBrogham; 
the former Lord Chief Justice- 


Lord Thylor, Lord Browne- 
Wnjrinson of the House of 
Lords; to name but a few. Is the 
present preoccupation wiib 
human rights more rhetorical 
than real? 

Just bow effective are our 
senior courts at upholding 
human rights? The answer is 
debatable. Think of all the 
grotesque miscarriages of crim- 
inal justice in recent years, 
when judges imprisoned inno- 
cent people and the Court of 
Appeal turned a blind eye. On 
the dvfl side, think of the noto- 
rious order gagging Sarah 
Keays, and the recent dedrions 
by the Master of the Rolls to 
■foap" the damages awarded by 
British juries against police 
when they falsely imprison and 
assault people. 

Last year, the Court of 
Appeal gave a ruling in which 
ft assumed that it had power to 

order a famfly tiving abroad to 
come to Britain for a forced 
liver transplant on a little boy. 
The court decided to respect 
the mother’s decision not to 
subject her little boy to painful 
surgery. But it reserved the 
right to force suijgray on some- 
body else next time: 

Now pregnant women are 
on the agenda of the Court of 
Appeal. In a bizarre case, that 
court satin secret sessioofrom 
11pm on Wednesday 19 Feb- 
ruary until 1 . 10 am the follow- 
ing day to approve, a decision 


by Mr Justice Hollis to force a 
non-consenting woman, whose 
foetus was in the breech posi- 
tion, to undergo a Caesarean 
that sbe did not want. She was 
alleged to have a “needle pho- 
bia”. She was not m labour and 
her life was not in danger. 
The court was ready, in the 
early hours when no one was 
about, to violate this woman’s 


In the future, 
pregnant women 
who reject their 
doctors’ advice 
could be tried 


fundamental human rights by 
ordering forced surgery on 
her. It also approved a gagging 
order, prohibiting identifica- 
tion of the woman, the doctors, 
the hospital, the NHS Thist or 
the health authority involved. 

Ominously, the court has 
apparently said it wfll provide 
“guidance for future cases”. 
What this means, I fear, is that 
it will provide a formula 
whereby doctors and hospitals, 
and their lawyers, can “fit 
women up". In future, preg- 


nant women who reject their 
doctors' advice could be tried 
by judges, as witches were cen- 
turies ago. They could be con- 
victed of “incompetency". and 
subjected to house arrest, tor- 
ture or inhuman and degrad- 
ing treatment in state hospi- 
tals. Forced epidurals, forced 
episiolomies, forced pubic 
shaving, forced forceps deliv- 
eries, forced general anaes- 
thetic, forced Caesareans, 
forced medication, forced in 
uierv foetal surgery, forced 
detention, forced vaginal 
examinations, forced Aids test- 
ing, forced foetal screening, 
forced abortions (why not?). 

Violence can be ordered by 
courts “where necessary" -ail 
without the authority of Par- 
liament. Readers can no doubt 
imagine the lands of prolonged 
pressure, bullying, harassment 
and intimidation that will now 
be used by professionals sup- 
posed to be caring for women. 
Think what goes on in police 
stations. Are the medical and 
midwifeiy professions now the 
new “pregnancy police"? 
There is literally no end lo the 
assaults, brutality, indignities, 
and sheer prejudice that could 
flourish unchecked. Bui the 
Court of Appeal, it seems, is 
adamant. It ultimately has the 
power to decide what adults 
can do with their own bodies. 
Pregnant women are seem- 
ingly a new class of “ incompe- 


tents", like coma victims, small 
children and the severely men- 
ially disahled. over whom the 
state can claim total dominion. 

This particular woman's 
case, like earlier ones, was 
dealt with in a rushed “‘emer- 
gency" hearing. This time, the 
hearing was followed by a 
scramble to the Court of 
Appeal, which gave way in 
exactly the same manner as the 
lower court. 

The Official Solicitor, who 
was involved in an early stage 
in this case, is a public official 
who normally acts for chil- 
dren. He also acts for mental 
patients and coma victims. In 
a previous case, he presented 
the argument in tavour of 
forced intervention. His offi- 
cials have liaised with hospitals 
in other cases. Where he is 
involved in applications for 
court orders against women, 
the court has generally ordered 
intervention. 

Such is tbe lack of judicial 
attention lo fundamental 
human rights these days that 
h appears that even the Court 
of Appeal no longer cares 
that women’s basic civil liber- 
ties are being eroded by 
stealth, and wTlhout Parlia- 
ment's authority. Rough jus- 
tice is the order of the day. 

The writer is a barrister who spe- 
cialises in the fields of sex dis- 
crimination and maternity rights 


How much do you 
love me? 



THIS MUCH? 

For just £l a week, you can sponsor an 
abandoned dog like me today. You'll be 
helping the National Gtnine Defence League 
to give me, or another dog who may never be 
re-homed, a safe and happy life at one of its 
rescue centres. You'll also help the NCDL to 
care for other needy dogs. In return, you'll get 
a sponsors certificate, updates on your dog 
- and unconditional love from your new friend. 
Now, isn’t that a pound well spent? 


Yes, I'd love to sponsor a dog 
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BT starts fight 
to win over US 


shareholders 


Chris Godsmark 

Washington 


British Telecom is to launch an 
unprecedented marketing cam- 
paign in the US in an attempt 
to convince sceptical American 
investors about the merits of its 
planned £13bn merger with 
long-distance carrier MCI. 
before crucial shareholders' 
voles on both sides of the 
Atlantic next month. 

At a scries of road-shows for 
the US investment community 
over Lhe next few weeks. BT wiU 
seek to head off any moves by 
shareholders to self their sLock 
immediately after the merger is 
completed, risking a downward 
spiral in the price. BT has 
claimed the tie-up will boost the 
two sides' profits by £500m in 
five years through improved 
global marketing and savings on 
equipment procurement. 

Under the terms of the deal, 
existing MCI shareholders will 
get 5.4 shares in BT -which will 
be renamed Concert after the 
two companies’ business com- 
munications joint -venture - and 
S6 per share in cash. US investors 
are to vote on the merger at 
MCI's annual meeting on 2 
April, while more than 2 million 


BT shareholders will be asked to 
approve the deal at an extraor- 
dinary general meeting at Wem- 
bley Arena on 15 April. 

James Ross, telecoms analyst 
at stockbrokers Hoare Govett, 
explained; "There’s obviously 
going to be some stock flowing 
back from the US because in- 
vestors there won't want to keep 
it. The merged company won't 
sit so easily in their portfolios be- 
cause it will clearly no longer be 
a domestic organisation." 

The scepticism explains BT’s 
plans to get permission to buy 
back up to W per cent of its 
shares immediately following 
the merger, which is due to be 
completed on I October. The 
move would enable BT to mop 
up any Concert stock dumped 
in the US. Shareholders will be 
asked to endorse the buy-back 
at the EGM in April. 

Whai worries US shareholders 
most is that MCI's famously ag- 
gressive marketing-led culture, 
sharpened through bitter battles 
with areh-rival AT&T will be 
swamped by BT s background as 
a bureaucratic, slate-owned mo- 
nopoly. Though MCI's domes- 
tic US business will continue to 
he run mostly independently 
from BT investors suspect the 


UK management will exert a 
growing influence. 

Moves by British executives 
to end MCI's long-standing 
policy of rewarding staff with 
generous share options is the 
most obvious example of the 
looming culture shock. MCI's 
annual report, filed this week, 
shows that options worth $195m 
(£121ml were issued to staff in 
1996, up from $167m the year 
before. Insiders estimate the 
merger will create at least 200 
MCI millionaires. 

Mark Lambert of Nat West Se- 
curities sums up the problem; 
“Concert will be a very different 
vehicle to MCI. It'll have lower 
growth than the American busi- 
ness and be less highly motivat- 
ed managerially. If MCI has a 
fantastic year, it all gets diluted 
if BT merely has a good year." 

The gap in growth prospects 
from the two companies’ tradi- 
tional markets is also yawning. 
In the nine months to Decem- 
ber BT s turnover grew by 43 per 
cent to £I1.13bn. MCI's annu- 
al revenues in 1996 grew by 21 
per cent, to SI 8.5b n. It is hard- 
ly surprising that investors arc 
sceptical about BT s claim that 
the deal will enable both com- 
panies to grow more quickly. 



Culture dash: Gerald Taylor (left), chief executive off the "attack organisation' MCI, and Sir Peter BonfieW, his 8T counterpart 


Conversely, British investors 
are having to get to know a lot 
more about MCI, which many 
regard as having historically 
put risk before reward. -At the 
first analysts' road-show in 
Washington this week, MCI 
said it was considering acceler- 
ating its push into the S LQObn- 


a-ycar US local telephone mar- 
ket as competition is gradually 
introduced. A 1996 law will 
progressively end the monopoly 
of local phone companies, the 
so-called Baby Bells, which 
were split off from AT&T in 
1984. The changes will also al- 
low regional operators to com- 


pete with MCI in the long-dis- 
tance market for the first time. 

So Ear MCI has pledged to in- 
vest Slbn building local fibre- 
optic networks, of which some 
5600m will be spent this year. 
However Nate Dam, senior 
vice president of local mar- 
kets, said investment could be 


pushed much further and 
brushed off the threat from the 
regional operators in the long- 
distance market “They are go- 
ing to be-spending their time 
protecting their market share. 
We are going to be spending our 
time taking market share as an 
attack organisation.” 


Halifax could have another 
£3bn to hand out after float 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Halifax Building Society could 
have more than £3bn to spend 
or return to its millions of new 
shareholders after it floats on 
(he stock market in June. 

The society will have the 
largest shareholder register in 
the UK when its 83 million 
members each receive an esti- 
mated average of £1300 in free 
shares in the £12bn flotation 
(hat will result in Halifax be- 
coming a bank. Halifax's strong 
financial position means that 
they could be in line for further 
bonus payouts after the 
flotation, provided they re- 
main investors. 

Roger Boyes, Halifax's 
group finance director, said 
yesterday that the use of the ex- 
cess money was an urgent 
matter. “But, we're not going 
to knee-jerk on it," he said. 

-We have not ruled out repa- 
triating capita] to shareholders." 
Mr Boyes said. Bui he stressed 
this did not imply that Halifax 
would definitely return capital 


to shareholders after the flota- 
tion. He pointed to alternative 
ways to use the money, such as 
making acquisitions, developing 
existing business or starting up 
businesses. 



Mike Blackburn: ‘We intend 
to be one of the winners' 


Mr Boyes retused to disclose 
the precise amount of excess 
capital Halifax will have after 
its Dotation but analysts cal- 
culate that the sum could eas- 
ily amount to £3bn. 

Their calculations are based 
on Lbe fact that Halifax has a 
tier-one" capital ratio of 14 
percent. The Bank of England 
requires banks to maintain a 
ratio of 4 per cent but in 
practice most banks operate 
with capital ratios well above 
this level. Most high street 
banks have ratios between 6 
and 8 per cent. 

At 31 December. 199b. 
Halifax had £'6.S7bn of tier-one 
capital which is essentially its 
reserves. It could function 
easily with half this amount of 
capital and still conform with 
its banking rivals. 

“The question now. the 
564.000 question, is what do we 
do with this ... It has to be put 
to work." Mr Boyes said. 

When Halifax becomes a 
hank it will come under pres- 
sure to produce the best pos- 
sible returns for shareholders. 


In the past, it has put its excess 
d into ' 


capital into its reserves while 
its banking rivals have 
redistributed surplus cash to 
shareholders. 

“Our strategy is to put this 
capital to good use." Mr Boyes 
said. 

Halifax yesterday reported 
pre-tax profits, before excep- 
tional. of £J.43bn in 199u. a 
rise of 6.6 per cent. 

Mike Blackburn, chief exec- 
utive of Halifax, said the 
society had restructured its 
senior management to reflect 
its main line of businesses. 

“We intend to be one of the ' 
winners in what will be an 
overcrowded marketplace.'' he 
said. 

The society took a lo per 
cent of share, or £1 13bn. of 
gross mortgage lending last 
year. This is less than its more 
traditional 20 per cent share of 
the mortgage market. 

Mr Blackburn said pricing of 
mortgage offers had returned 
to more acceptable level, last 
year, although Halifax still 
spent £ti2bm in offering cash- 


backs and discounts to 
borrowers. 

Unlike many other mongage 
lenders, Halifax accounts for the 
incentives in the year in which 
they are incurred. It said since 
1994/5 its profits had been re- 
duced by £472m as a result of 
this accounting policy. 

Aside from the core mort- 
gage business, the society look 
an 8 per cent share of the new 
current accounts opened in 
the UK last year. It now has 
more than 1.6 million current 
account holders, a rise of 28 per 
cent during the year. 

Halifax took an exceptional 
charge last year of £I53m to 
cover the cost of its conversion 
to a bank and a charge of £29Sm 
to cover the costs of its inte- 
gration and merger with Leeds 
RcmianenL The total cost of that 
merger was £33 Ira as £33m uf 
costs were taken in 1995. 

Since the merger, Halifax has 
reduced the number of 
branches and cut 1,200 bead 
office jobs. It has also created 
1,000 jobs in other business 
areas. 


Pearson may 
face lawsuit 


Magnus Grimond 


The unauthorised discounting 
scandal which last month en- 
gulfed Pearson, the publishing . 
to television conglomerate, 
deepened yesterday after a 
report that the US arm of its 
Penguin publishing subsidiary 
could face legal action from 
independent booksellers. 

Penguin USA has already 
announced a 5163m (£100m) 
charge in the wake of the dis- 
covery that Christina Galatro, 
a former credit manager in its 
New Jersey office, had been hid- 
ing unsanctioned discounts to 
retailers in the company’s ac- 
counts. But a report in the US 
yesterday said that Penguin 
USA was now being accused by 
independent booksellers of not 
extending to them discounts 
available to large retailers. 

The American Booksellers 
Association (ABA) was re- 
ported as saying it was consid- 
ering mounting a lawsuit against 
the company on allegations of 
offering unfair discounts. A 
spokesman said the board had 
discussed this and other possi- 
ble courses of action, which be 


did not detail at a meeting yes- 
terday morning. The association, 
hoped to make a further an- 
nouncement in the next few 
days, be added. 2 
A lawyer for the Association 
said the discounts could violate 
a consent decree the New York- 
based Penguin signed in 1995. 
According to Jerald Jacobs, a 
lawyer with Jenner and. Block, 
the Washington firm that rep- 
resents the ABA: “We believe 
Penguin was giving, large 
amounts of credit to only the 
very largest booksellers. If the 
practice occurred after the con- 
sent decree was signed. Penguin 
may be in violation of a court 
order.” 


The company was one of 
several large US publishers 
which signed consent orders 
promising not to favour big 
chains with discounts. Michael 
Lynton, Penguin’s chief execu- 
tive since last year, said , he 
didn't know yet which retailers 
were offered discounts. 

Pearson is expected to give 
details of its investigation into 
the affair when it announces its 
annual results in two weeks. 
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Global 
accord 
to end IT 
tariffs 


nears 


The World Hade < 

(WTO) is confidant e 

long-awaited global information 
technology accord this mouth to 
scrap and open the way for 

a- vast expansion of the $600bn 


(£37Cfon)j|loba] industry. 
TheWTOsak 


said yesterday that 
more than 90 per centof coun- 
tries deeded for the accord bad 
agreed to scrap tariffs on infor- 
mation technology (IT). The or- 
ganisation added that “it was 
confident” that the rest would 
soon follow. 

The US, the European Union, 
Japan and mote than a dozen 
other countries had agreed in 
December in Singapore to re- 
move tariffs on computer mon- 
itors, chips and other products 
by 2000. They set a -deadline of 
15 Man* to enlist other nations, 
and that process was largely 
complete, the WTO said. 

Companies that make com- 
puter and telecommunications 
equipment, such as ICL, Racal 
Psion; Hitachi and Samsung 
Electronics, stand to profit from 
an abolition of tariffs. 

“We want tariffs to be lifted 
as quiddy as possible,” said Karl 
Leitenberger, an executive in 
the economics department of 
Siemens. German producers 
could benefit even more, than 
their US counterparts, he said, 
because. European tariffs and 


imports are high. 
Renat 


to Ruggiero, director- 
general of the WTO, said the 
Geneva-based arbiter of world, 
trade had commitments from 
countries representing more 
than 90 per cent of the world 
market in IT products, “putting 
us over the threshold that was 
set for an agreement”; 

Siemens said an accord would 
save the company, between 
DM70m and DMlOOm (£25m 
and £3 6m) a year starting in 
2000, basedon current imports. 
In December, LG Electronics, 
South Korea’s second-biggesi 
electronics producer, s&d it ; 
would double its overseas earn- 
ings if tariffs were removal 

The .WTO said Malaysia, 
Thailand and India were among 
countries that pledged m recent 
days to scrap tariffs. Malaysia 
accounts for about 5 per cent of 
the global industry. 

‘"This should give companies 
more financial rausde to offset 
sharp pricecorapetition in this 
industry,” said Bernhard Roh- 
ieder, a spokesman for Eurobft, 
an industry group which repre- 
sents 90 per cent of the Euro- 
pean IT market Most of the 
benefits would probably get 
passed on to customers, though 
an accord would help compa- 
nies too, he said. 

Import duties totalled 1.6bn 
ecus (£1.13bn) in Europe last 
year, said Eurobit, which esti- 
mated the average computer 
would be 50 ecus cheaperwith- 
out tariffs. . 


Suppliers ask watchdog to block British Gas price cuts 


Michael Harrison 


Independent gas suppliers and 
gas consumers yesterday colled 
on the industry regulator Ofgas 
to block new price cuts an- 
nounced by British Gas, warn- 
ing that they could destroy 
attempts to open up the mar- 
ket to full competition. 

The calls followed confirma- 
tion that British Gas Home En- 
ergy is offering households in die 
South-west discounts of 12 per 
cent - equivalent lo £4t i off the 
average annual bill of t33U - in 
an effort to stem the loss of 
customers to rival suppliers. 

The Gas Consumers' Coun- 
cil described the price reduc- 
tions us “premature” while rival 
gas suppliers warned that if 


British Gas went unchecked it 
could wreck the Government's 
attempts to liberalise the 
domestic gas market. 

Clare Spotiiswoode. director 
general of Ofgas. immediately 
launched a four-wcek consulta- 
tion exercise after which die 
will decide whether the price cuts 
should be allowed to stand. The 
new tariff applies only to cus- 
tomers paring by direct debit. 

Since the South-west was 
opened up to full competition 
last April British Gas has lost 
per cent of the market. 
About 95.000 nf the 5fXMKN> 
households in Cornwall Devon 
and Somerset have switched to 
rival suppliers, lured by dis- 
counts of up to 20 per cent on 
British Gas's standard tariff. 


A second round of comp- 
etition began among bU0.0t.in 
households in Avon and Dorset 
last month and a third trial 
involving 900,000 customers in 
Sussex and Kent begins this 
Friday. 

Peter Franklin, joint general 
manager of Calortex. one of the 
biggest independent suppliers in 
the South-west, with about 
45.000 customers, said; "We 
are extremely concerned at this 
move, which poses a significant 
threat to the development of 
competition. British Gas is still 
nine times the size of the next 
biggest supplier and competi- 
tion is still only in its infancy. 
This is abuse of a dominant po- 
sition designed to trust rate the 
growth of competition and 


bring back what amounts to a 
private-sector monopoly.** 

He also pointed out that the 
South -west was the most ex- 
pensive area of the country lo 
supply, being furthest away 
from the cost coast, where gas 
comes ashore. By cutting prices 
in the region and keeping them 
higher elsewhere. British Gas 
was using monopoly profits 
from areas of the country where 
it did not face competition to 
subsidise the Soulh-wesL 
.Alan Lias, managing director 
of Beacon Gas. which has signed 
up I customers for the tri- 
als in Sussex and Kent starting 
later this week, said: “We will be 
objecting very vigorously. British 
Gas should not be allowed to 
sum competing on price until it 


has lost at least 50 per cent of 
its domestic market.” 

Sue Slipman. director of the 
GCC. said the British Gas move 
could widen the already large 
price differential between rich 
and poor customers and said it 
remained unconvinced that suf- 
ficient competition had bufli up. 

Mike .Alexander, managing 
director of British Gas Trading, 
defended the move, saying thar 
one in four direct debit cus- 
tomers in the South-west had 
already switched to more com- 
petitive suppliers since last 
April proving that competition 
was now fully established. 

A special hotline opens today 
for customers to request appli- 
cation forms. Any customers 
who telephone asking to switch 


to the new tariff can give their 
meter reading and go on to the 
tariff immediately. 

Rivals fear that if the price cuts 
are allowed to stand then British 
Gas will be able to repeal the tac- 
tics in other trial areas more 
quickly. According to industry 
estimates as many as 1 10,000 cus- 
tomers in Sussex and Kent - 12 
per cent of the market - could 
switch suppliers on day one. In 
the South-west trial the com- 
parative figure was 6 .5 percent. 

Mr Lias of Beacon Gas, a 
joint venture between Amoco 
and the local electricity suppli- 
er Seeboanl said that if tiie reg- 
ulator did not step in, British 
Gas could be competing on 
price and winning back cus- 
tomers within six months. 
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Millionaire 

behind Lotus 

killed in crash 


Michael Harrison 


The Malaysian millionaire Tan 
Sri Yahaya Ahmad, who took 

control of the Norfolk-based car 

maker Lotus in a £5 lm deal last 

year, was killed along with his 
wife in a helicopter cr ash op 
Monday, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 

The news cast a pall over the 

Hcthel factory, shocking Lotus’s 

1,100 workers and prod ucing a 
flood of tributes to Yahaya, 
who was a dose friend of the 
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad, and one of 

the country’s most powerful 

businessmen. 

Yahaya, 50, was chairman of 
the giant Malaysian bolding 
company Hicom, which owns 
the car maker Proton and sev- 

eral other industrial, export^ 
nance and bankrng companies. 

He invested £10m ofhis per- 
sonal fortune in the takeover of 
Lotus last October, taking a; 16 

per cent stake in the company. 

Proton took a further 64 per 
cent giving the Malaysians a 
controlling 80 per cent stake. 
News of his death emerged 

on the same day as Lotus an- 

nounced further investment at 
the Hcthel plant on new engine 

test facilities. Under, its new 
ownership, production is being 
expanded to 2^00 cars a' year 
with output .of the Elite model 


due to increase from 750 last 

year to 1,900 in. 1997. Produc- 

tion of the Esprit is expected to 
rise from 300 to 400 cars a year. 

A spokesman said that Ya- 
haya’s death would not affect its ~ 

investment plans, although he 

was unable to. say. what would 
. happen to his shareholding; 1 
- Romano Artioli,- the Italian 
entrepreneur and former Lotus 
chairman -who brokered last 

autumn’s ;de&] and -stiff re tains 

a 20 per. cent- minority stake; 
said ““fan Sri was agreatfriend 
of Lotos Who; believed in. the 
company traditions and appre- 
ciated the exceptional ability of 
its engineers. He had a greet 

vision for tije future ofthe’ 
company add we will ensure that 
we succeedmcanying through 
tfrfevisfom" 

; Yahaya’ and his wife were 
IdDedflyingtotheeasteni stare 
of Pahang; -The pilot ‘of .the 
helicopter was also killed, lhe 

cause of fhe crash js ^der. 

investigation; Vv:.”: 

. Y^haya,ap'.au tomotive.engi- 
neer whogairied’a degree from 
I^ogfiboroughUrdversity, was 
one of a handful- of well? ;cbift . 
naked ethtucMalajvar “Bumi- 

.putera”entrepreoeuisgroqsDed 

to boost.effiaency andjjplster. 
exports from -Malayaa's lum- r 
bering s^te enterprises In 1995,, 
he took the.reras of Malaysia’s, 
^nationiti^c^ maker, Proton-' 
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business 





money? 


EMIlJpg 

| ‘Could any^HH^H 


;maf>agement With" I.'.* 
such a stash burning 
a hole in its pocket 
realty be expected 
to adopt such a 
sensible approach? 
Bitter experience 
suggfestsnqt' 


extraorffinariiy wealthy beast 
Halifax BtifldmgSodety is tuning out 
-r?P ?- “* e surprise was that this slodey 

O |0 institution should be worth anything at 
.all; when "floated on 'the stock market this 
June* it wffl bevaftred at upwards of£l2bn, 
•a sum&afpast@ 2 neraoons ofjmeanbers would 
ow have believed possible. The second, re- 
'**r A m glorious tecfahicolour by yesteiday’s 
tuu-year resuft^etlbatHalj^oontanisv^ 
roit an embajxassment'of riches that have 
“Je potential to wreakhavoc in the saving and 
mor^ge tending markets. 

~ The profits first. An increase of “just-' 6.6 
per cent tb.£1.43bn may not seem much set 
against some backs,, but it. actually rather 
understates theposftfori. Halifax has chosen 
the-con^etvative approa^inaficountihnfor 
ttec^^mor^agejncentives, writiijgilem 
off’ aganist .profits, in the year they, are 
^Whnrodf - £626m of it Hast year. Others, 
oyd&TSB, Woolwich and Abbey- National 
.mehtagd, have -beep . Tess guarded in their 
approach, choosing to amortise these costs 
ove^several years. _ - .. 

. ' But ‘the real isdking.poini about these 
r^uhs-.is ttet seemingly arcane "thinjg;-. tier 
one-caprtaL Halifek’s ratio of free capital to 
habflioesat 14 per cent is about double the 
-norm fbr -UK high street banks and even, 
more canrfbriabty in access of recommended 
international levels.' . A swift hack-of-the- 
envelope calculation retaals that tins leaves 
Halifax wititiroughty £3_5bn-of surplus cap- 
ital to spend. 


So what to do with ail (hat money? Thera 
arc three options - spend it on acquisitions, 
spend it on organic growth by launching a 
fierce price war in existing markets, or give it 
to shareholders. Of the three the latter would 
seem to have most to commend it. There will 
be mflUons of members trying to dump their 
free shares in the early months after flotation. 
Designing a scheme to mop up all that excess 
' with the company's own money would surely 
be a comparatively easy thing. 

This* however, may fe to expect too much 
from a management which has already 
begun to talk, all misty-eyed, about its long- 
term “mission". Could any management 
newly unleashed on the publicly quoted sec- 
tor, and with such a stash of money burning 
a hole in its pocket, really be expected to 
adopt such an eminently sensible approach? 
Bitter experience ought to suggest that it 
could not. The Halifax ‘'mission” is to 


become “the leading provider of personal 
financial services in the UK”. Halifax cer- 


tainty has the money and the size to buy that 
position, but has it also got the nous? The 
risk of profligate use of capital seems high. 


Picture at ICI is 
not what it seems 


r T 1 imcs are hard round at ICL Sir Ronnie 
JL Hampel, who divides his time between 
chairing the company and trying to decide 
whether the corporate governance fascists 


have gone far enough, took a £654.000 pay 
cut last year alter ICYs profits fell off a cliff. 

Quile right loo. you might think from the 
man who has been handed the baton by Sir 
Adrian Cadbury. What beucr example of 
boardroom probity, responsibility and 
accountability could there be than this sac- 
rifice from the chairman of the Hampel 
Committee? 


The magnanimity did not stop there. 
Miller Smith, drafted in as chief 


Charles Miller Smith, drafted in as chief 
executive from Unilever two years ago, also 
saw bis remuneration dwindle, although by 
the less spectacular amount of £84,000. Dina 
the rest of the boardroom team who took 
their share of the pain as profits plummeted 
by £34Sra and earnings per share shrank by 
a half. 

This collective donning of the hairs hirr is 


For all ICl’s woes, Mr Miller Smith snJl 
pocketed £500.000 just for turning up to 
work in 19%. Rob Margetw. who has been 
put in charge of ICI's problem child, indus- 
trial chemicals, got an increase in his basic 
from £285,000 to £325,000 while the finance 
director. Alan Spall, went from £267,000 lq 
£310.000. 

But bey. guys, just remember that no one 
got an annual bonus in 1996. Given the com- 
pany's parlous financial performance that 15 
scarcely surprising. What may puzzle share- 
| holders is why anyone took home a bigger 
basic when profits and earnings were going 
in the other direction. 


not quite what it seems at Gret glance. Nearly 


The game is up for 
Littlewoods’ stores 


all of the reduction in Sir Ronnie's pay was 
due to two factors: moving from the chief 
executive's job to the role of chairman and 
the payment in 1 995 of a thumping £425,000 
bonus for pulling off the Zeneca demerger. 

The picture with the other board members 
is also less black and white. Even though 
each one took a headline cut in pay, their 
basic salary during the annus honibilis in 
question actually rose. In Mr Miller Smith's 


case this was partly due to him only having 
ief executive for part of the year 


served as chief executive for part of the year 
in 1995. None of the other directors, who alt 
enjoyed double-digit increases in their basic, 
had this excuse. 


J ames Ross is absolutely right to sell Lit- 
tiewoods' retail arm - it is a duff business 
which has shown no response to the inten- 
sive care lavished on it in recent years. 
Whether he is likely to achieve the price he 
wants is Jess clear cut. His claim that Lit- 
dewoods will only sell the business as a go- 
ing concern is so much hooey. No one would 
want to run the stores as they stand, so this 
is only ever going to be a property deal and 
the £450m Iceland was prepared to pay for 
the sites a year ago may not be so very dif- 
ferent from the price tag Asda or Tesco might 
attach to the sites. 

The extern of the operation's problems was 


underscored by yesterday's announcement of 
flat operating profits in the year to Decem- 
ber. Despite pouring £140m of capital invest- 
ment into the husiness over the past three 
years, profits still languish well below the 
level they achieved in 1993. With like-for-likc 
sales growing at only 3 per cent in the run- 
up to Christmas, barely half the rate achieved 
by sharper peers. Mr Ross has realised the 
game is up for this tired old brand. 

For Littlewoods the company, the decision 
to sell marks an extraordinary U-turn in 
strategy. Three years ago, when littlewoods 
last assessed its mix of businesses, the future 
was said to lie in retail. It was mail order that 
was earmarked for sale. Still, one of the mer- 
its of wholesale management clear-outs is 
the opportunity they give new brooms to 
reverse their predecessors' mistakes. Utile- 
woods has a tiny share of the high street and 
has proved itself inadequate to the task of 
keeping up with the increasingly competitive 
pace. In mail order, if it gets the MMCs nod 
on the planned Freemans deal, it will at least 
he neck and neck with GDS wilh a quarter 
of the market. 

There is a lot to do at Littlewoods, espe- 
cially if the rumoured flotation is less off- 
Ihe-agenda than Mr Ross claims. The group 
finds itself in the unenviable position of earn- 
ing a poor return of 8 per cent on its 
employed capital, a full 3 percentage points 
lower than the cost of (hose funds. If the 
Moores family is unhappy with that, the City 
is unlikely to be any more impressed. 


Retail concerns: Tough time for furniture chain ■ Buyers are sought for high street straggler 




Magnus Grrniond 


Shares in MFI Furniture 
crashed 40d>p to 25&5p yester- 
day, wiping £239m off the mar- 
ket value of the UK's biggest 
furniture retailer, after It- 


warped of a sharp slowdchra in . 

f trading. The news, : 


t 


second-half trat 
covering MFTs crucial new year 
sale period, underlines the still* 
fragile state of the bousing 
market, which tends to lead 
sales of the sort of. fitted 
kitchens, bedrooms and house- 
wares sold by the group. 

Similar retailers fell in 


jthy, with Carpetrigbt 
‘^pandDFS, 


air* . 

.otis 

(T^ 


; 20 J p to 604p and DJ 
the furniture group, wilting 
14.5p to 595p. 

In a scheduled trading up- 
date, MFI revealed thai un- 
derlying sales growth in the UK 
had almost halved from 135 per 
cent to just 7.1 per cent in the 
16 weeks of the second half to 
date, including the 10-week 
sale period to 2 March when it 
traditionally achieves around 30 
per cent of its annual turnover. 

John Randall, chief executive, 
said: “lit September, 1 made it 
clear we had not seen any 
improvement in the housing 
market and 1 don't see any rea- 
son to change that view. I don’t 
ihink it’s anything like enough 
to talk up a boom and I don’t 
think it is anything like enough 
to sustain the sort o f sal es in- 
creases we saw in the first bal£” 

But be admined he was at a 
loss to explain why trading had 
decelerated so much across the ; 
year. In December, the group 
announced a -62 per cent jump 
in profits to £32-7m for the first 
half and most analysis bad been 


factoring in a continuation of 
the first-half sales trend on die 
bade of improvements in the 
bousing market Yesterday full- 
year forecasts tumbled from as 
high as £90m to around £70m 
. to £8Qin for thecutientyesu and _ 
. iron? JE120m to between "£90m." 
and £100m for 1997-98... V 

Tbny Shiret of Barclays de 
Zoete .Wedd, a long-time bear 
of the shares, said yesterday’s 
news “emphasised me volatili- 
ty and unpredictability of MFTs 
performance'’. He said he had 
always been a seller because of 
the cyclicality of the group. 

“I always thought this was go- 
ing to be its peak yeair, or 
ma#* next year. There is prob- 
ably gemg to be saihe sort, of 
tightening of, policy towards 
. the consumer next year by the 
new- government.” This was 
Kkety to outweigh any revival in 
the housing market, building 
society windfalls and the effects 
erf the group’s new Homeworks 
format, he suggested. 2 

MFI said sales through 
Homeworks, designed to give an 
airier feel to. stores selling a.: 
wider range ..'of household 
goods, were growing in double- 
digit percentages, while those in 
unconverted stores were going 
backwards at' a “modest” per- 
centage rate. Eighty-one of the 
group’s 185 outlets are now con- 
verted to Homeworks and Mr 
Randall said they would do the 
rest over the nest two years. 

He dismissed fears that the 
growth differentia] between the 
two chains could be widened in 
the autumn when the group 
plans to switch the emphasis of 
Us national advertising from the 
MFI to the Homeworks brand. 



Poor performers: Littlewoods shops generate sales per square foot of under £200 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Littlewoods stores up for sale 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor ■ 


Thsco, Asda and Kingfisher 
were being tipped yesterday as 


tbe most likety bidders for the 


likely 

;retafi 


sale by mail order to pools 
group Littlewoods. 

littlewoods said it was invit- 
ing bids for the. business but 
moved to quell unrest among its 
10,000 retail 'staff yesterday by 
saying it would only sell the un- 
derperforming high street stores 
if it was able to sell the whole 
business as a going concern, ft 
also said it would keep the op- 
eration unless it achieved a rea- 
sonable price, thought to be well 
in excess of £5 00m. 

The shop workers' union, 
Usdaw, expressed anger at tbe 
way the proposed disposal was 
leaked to the press before staff 
were consulted. Michael Gor- 


don, a union spokesman, said: 
“I shall be seeking a firm com- 
mitment from Littlewoods... 
that any prospective buyer will 
guarani ee continuity of em- 
ployment and pension rights for 
our members.” 

James Ross, the former Ca- 
ble & Wireless chief executive 
who took the helm at Little- 
woods last year, said it had de- 
cided !o sell its stores operation 
following a strategic review and 
consultation with the Liver- 
pool-based group's 32 share- 
holders. 

The family is understood to 
have become impatient with the 
retail division's lack uf progress 
and came close to selling the 
company at tbe end of 1995 
when a consortium put togeth- 
er by Sir David Alliance of N 
Brown was narrowly rebuffed. 
Mr Ross said yesterday a sale 
of the whole business was not 


a possibility and a rumoured 
flotation was off the agenda. 

Littlewoods is Britain's 
largest privately owned com- 
pany, wholly owned by members 
of the family of John Moores, 
who founded a pools business 
in the 1920s before diversifying 
into mail order and then mov- 
ing onto the high street in 1937. 

The decision to sell the shops 
reverses the group’s policy in re- 


cent years when it planned to 
tide i 


sell the mail order side and con- 
centrate on retail In the mean- 
time, die shops have continued 
to fall behind their peers with 


sales per square foot of under 
hade 


£200 a shadow of the estimat- 
ed £600 generated by rival Next. 

The poor performance of 
the shops, where like-for-like 
sales growth in 'the run-up to 
Christmas was a be low-average 
3 per cent, means profits from 
the division still languish £5m 



exports to South Korea 


AndireW Marshall 

Seoul 


B ritish exports ro South Korea 
leapt by 25 per rent last year, 
according to the lasiest figures 
compiled ia Seoul. But tbe 
good news is mixed with con- 
• - cern thai a campaign against im- 

ports of luxury Western goods 

Britain, exported SZPbn 
(£1.8tn) wonh of goods to 


porters around the world: It has 
recently gained . entry to the 
Organisation for Economic Co- 
operation and Development, 
and has an average growth rate 
of about 8 per cent per annum, 
though growth slowed lastyear. 

British business and govern- 
ment have put considerable 
time and effort into promoting 
trade and investment relations 
with Korea, and the evidence is 
that this is paying off. The 
biggest growth in exports in the 
i fcrte fu»r»n m machine rv 


52.4ba the year before, ft s glu- 
ing market share over other EU 
countries: though Gennaity and 


muuuro, MtUUKU uw*«"“v — — 

w5dl This ^.Britain 
^hoping to capitalise on its 
strengths in Che Korean market 


Britain's increase in exports is 
fatr greaietthan the average EU 
increase of 1 7 per cent. Britain 

■ ' , ..mnrtpr 


— . IU AULH) WUW 1W VW--I — 

^ China. Germany. and 

* Italy; Britain imported Sijjhn 
of goods from Korea ® 
leaving a" small and shrinkwg. 
trade define 

Soiflfc Korea, one of the most 
ttywmiA-eccaMMines fo 
Asia, is a leading target for ex- 


strengins in . 

through a series of trade shows, 

visits and exhibitions linked to 
the bicentenary of the firet 
Briton to arrive in Korea. 

One of the key aims k to shot 
the perception of Britain from 
tbe traditional idea of a nation 
steeped in histoiy but iU-suited 
to produce modem goods; and 
to promote a kind of Coed Bn* 
tannja* image of a ooontiy^ wtiicn 


is modem, technotogicafly skilled 
and fashionable. Amongst the 
companies io promote their 
goods will be Paul Smith, the 
leading men’s clothes designer. 

But souething of a shadow has 
been cast over trade relations by 
a strenuous campaign in Korea 
against luxury Western . goods. 
The Korean government has 
become concerned by the rise in 
the country's trade deficit, which 
it blames parity on the taste of 
the nation's wealthy for the trap- 
pings of the Western good life. 
British officials and businessmen 
say that this is translating imo 
a dminis trative restrictions on 
imports. The Korean govern- 
ment rejects this, saying that no 
offiaal action has been taken. 

British officials claim there is 
to* ffefriminnpon against whisky 
imports in favour of local spir- 
its. Bui there have also been 
protest rallies against Western 
spirits, and British officials say 

offidak are impeding the import 

of whisky through extra paper- 
work and customs checks. 
Similiiir problems afflict exports 
of silk ties and cosmetics. 



olane 


orders to top $l,100bn 


Boeing yesterday increased its 
forecast for the number of new 
airplanes that the world's air- 
lines will order over the next 20 
years from 15,900 to 16,160. 

The orders will be worth 
about $I,I00bn (£680bn). 
claims Boeing in its annua] re- 
port on the market for new pas- 
senger aircraft 

Demand for new airplanes 
would be driven by a 4.9 per 
cent average annual increase in 
air traffic, Boeing said. 

“The indusiry continues on 
the upswing," said Bruce Den- 
nis, vice president for market- 
ing at Boeing's commercial 
airplane group. “It looks good 
out there." 

However, Boeing’s forecast 
for the increase in air travel was 
slightly less optimistic than it 
was last year. 

The company predicted then 
that air travel would grow 5.1 
r cent a year through to 
15, compared with yesterday's 
revised forecast of 4.9 per cent 
to take account of slower 
growth in the US. 

Boeing’s orders have been 


improving since 1995, when 


airlines started lo replace age- 


S 


ing fleets. Airlines have also 
been increasing the size of their 
fleets. 

Orders for Boeing aircraft al* 
most doubled to a record £53bn 
in 1996. 

The world's largest commer- 
cial airplane maker took orders 
for 717 aircraft last year, com- 
pared with 346 in 1995 and just 
120 in 1994. 

Mr Dennis said the Seattle- 
based airplane maker would see 
strong orders again this year, 
though he declined to be spe- 
cific. Boeing will produce 40 air- 
planes a month in tbe fourth 
quarter of this year, its highest 
output. 

TTiere are about 11500 jet- 
liners flying today, 7.000 of 
which were made by Boeing. 
The world’s fleet will grow to 
23.600 passenger and cargo 
planes tty 2016. 

That number accounts for 
older planes that are retired 
from service. 

The biggest demand for new 
aircraft wfll come from Asia, 


where Boeing expects air trav- 
el to grow 6.b per cent a year, 
compared with 3.1 per cent in 
tbe US. 

Airlines in the Pacific wflJ ac- 
count for 33 per ceut of the 
SlJOObn that will be invested 
in new planes in the next 20 
years. 

There would be more de- 
mand for smaller airplanes, 
carrying between 10Q and 240 
passengers. Boeing said. 

That segment of the market 
will account for 43 per taint of 
all aircraft investment. The 
smallest market will be for 
planes that hold more than 400 
passengers, including Boeing’s 
747, the world's largest com- 
mercial aircraft. About 18 per 
cent of all investment will be for 
larger plan®, 

A few weeks ago, Boeing 
cancelled work on two larger 
versions of the 747 capable of 
carrying more than 500 pas- 
sengers. 

Boeing said the small size of 
the market didn’t justify spend- 
ing as much as S7hn developing 
the places. 
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below the £38m achieved in 
1993 despite the investment of 
£140ra of capital in the interim. 

Mr Ross said he expected in- 
terest from around half a dozen 
potential buyers and he hoped 
to have secured a bid within 
three months. The company de- 
clined to say what would be an 
acceptable price for the business 
but described a £450m offer 
made by frozen food retailer 
Iceland in 1995 as "wholly 
inadequate". 

Following any sale Little- 
woods would focus on its home 
shopping and pools businesses 
and would reinvest the proceeds 
m its mail order operations 
where it is proposing to acquire 
Sears' Freemans business for 
£390m. 

Littlewoods announced a 15 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
for the vear to December from 
£97 Jm to £112.Ira. 


In Brief 


Prism orders 44 trains from Porterbrook 


Prism Rail awarded a contract worth £1 7m a year for 44 new trains 
to Porterbrook Leasing, owned by Stagecoach and ADtranz ABB 
Daimler-Benz Transport a lion. The trains will be supplied to Prism's 
LTS Rail subsidiary, which runs the London to Southend line, 
by November 1999. They will replace slam-door carriages, most 
of which are over 30 years old. and will be leased from 
Porterbrook and made and maintained by ADtranz. Separately, 
Porterbrook won contracts from West Midlands Passenger 
Transport Executive and Central Trains for the fleet management 
of 12 Class 323 vehicles. The initial contract for seven years is 
valued at £13m and, including future lease options, totals £33m. 


German current account deficit at DM3bn 


Germany had a current account deficit of DM3bn (£l.lbn> in Dec- 
ember. compared with a revised surplus of Dm400m in November, 
the Federal Statistics Office said. November's surplus was orginal- 
ty reported as DM2O0m. The trade surplus declined to DM7-2hn 
in December from DM9.8bn in November. For the whole of 1996. 
Germany bad a current account deficit of DM26.6bn and a trade 
surplus of DM97.6bn, compared with a current account deficit of 
DM29.9bn and a trade surplus of DM85 -3bn io the previous year. 


Profits fall at Transport Development 


Transport Development Group announced a tall in tuii-yc 
able profits from £36.08m to £35.18m, and held the dividend | 


out at 9-5p. Martin LJowarch, chairman, said: “Logistics xnariteis 
continue to be lough and despite undoubted growth potential. 


margins overall are not improving significantly and remain too 
The wosolii 


low across the sector.” The consolidation of the industry, which 
was much discussed in 1996, had not happened, he added. “In 
1997, we do not expect an early improvement in the hire divi- 
sion's] — ^ — * - u *“““ 5 - 

oursel 

take time to produce results.’ 


s profits, and the employment costs we have incurred io equip 
rives to achieve renewed growth in our logistics division will 

-■ - - J. l*.. 


JIB Group returns to the black 


JIB Group, the insurance company, reported a sharp turn round 
from losses of £49.6ra to profits of £27-54m in 1996, but said com- 
petition, lew interest rates and the strength of sterling remained 
challenges for the insurance broking business in 1997. There is a 
second interim dividend of 5p. lifting the total payout to Sd'p (7J>p). 


Wiggins to take over Tomorrows Leisure 


Wiggins Group made an agreed £lk2m takeover bid for Tomorrows 
Leisure. The offer wfll be made on the basis of one new Wiggins 
share for every Tomorrows Leisure share. Wiggins already has 25 
per cent of Tomorrows Leisure and has been represented on the 
board since January 1995. Oliver Lay. chief executive of Wiggins, 
said: “This merger wll allow us to unlock the potential of Tomorrows 
Leisure's prime development sites in Essex and Liverpool.” 


Redundancies cost Greenalls £7.3m 


Green alls Group, the pub and hotels company, is to take a £7_?m 
charge in the current year to September as a result of a reor- 
ganisation and redundancy programme which is set to cost some 
100 divisional head-office jobs. Tbe company said it is to merge 
its Premier House operations with its managed pub division and 
to transfer 245 managed bouses to its franchise division. 


Computer Cab prices AIM flotation 


Computer Cab has priced its AIM flotation at S0p per share, giv- 
ing a market capitalisation of £8J15m. The company is to place 
4.875 million shares and expects to raise £3.3m. First dealings in 
the shares are expected on 4 April. The placing and offer for sub- 
scription will provide funds for the installation of its mobistar satel- 
lite-based global positioning system, reduce reliance on bank 
finance and provide working capital. In tbe year to September 
1 996 Computer Cab made pre-tax profits of £5 1 2.000 (£452.000 ). 
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Smith & Nephew 
bruised by the 
pound’s strength 


Persistent rumours that Smith 
& Nephew is to be the target 
of a takeover bid from rival US 
healthcare giant Johnson & 
Johnson has been the only 
thing to enliven a dull perfor- 
mance over the past few vea rs. 
Alt hough that hoary old chest- 
nut has been revived of late, it 
was more the confirmation 
that the pound could hammer 
profits this year than further 
denials of bid approaches that 
hit the shares yesterday. John 
Robinson, who is to step up to 
the chairmanship at the end of 
1997 after 15 years in the chief 
executive's seat, warned the 
currency hit this year at current 
rates could be £ 1 2ra. The price 
duly sank 7.5p to 183.5p. 

tiie healthcare group, which 
stretches from Elastoplast to 
artificial skin, also disappoint- 
ed with preliminary figures at 
the bottom end of expectations. 
Pre-tax profits crept ahead 1 
per cent to £179m in the 12 
months to December. 

Despite its tinge of biotech- 
nology, many of Smith's prod- 
ucts, which include the humble 
plaster of Paris, sell into veiy 
difficult markets. The US. ac- 
counting for just over two fifths 
of sales, remains a running 
sore. The consolidation of cus- 
tomer groups like hospitals 
and healthcare management 
organisations is squeezing mar- 
gins. Despite some cautious op- 
timism at the half-way stage, 
average selling prices still 
slipped 3 per cent in 19%. Mr 
Robinson compares the med- 
ical products market with the 
two-year price-cutting trauma 
the pharmaceutical "industry 
went through in the early 1990s 
and suggests on that basis his 
business could be enjoying in- 


the like, the group has soared 
from number six position to 
number three in three years on 
the back of products like its 
Aiievyn dressings. Acufex. the 
maker of tools for mi nima l 
invasive surgery, is looking a 
good buy, helping to power the 
13 percent underlying growth 
in endoscopy sales' last year. 

But currency and the £5m 
cost of launching the Derma- 
graft artificial skin product 
later this year is likely to keep 
profits flat in 1997. so the for- 
ward p/e remains an unexciting 
16. "The main hope remains 
Derm ag raft, which is on track 
and could yet surprise. Hold. 


Wetherspoon 
has right mix 


The JD Wetherspoon jugger- 
naut keeps motoring, with 
half-year figures to the end of 
January showing a 44 per cent 
rise in sales, pre-tax profits up 
46 per cent to £S.lm and earn- 
ings per share up 59 per cent 
at 20.6p. 

The shares, some of the 
most highly rated on the whole 
market, have fallen back from 
the highs reached at the end of 
last year but at 1 140p. down 
2.5p yesterday, they have risen 
about eight-fold since the com- 
pany floated four years ago. 

Tnc market loves growth 
stocks like Wetherspoon but is 
nervous about them and the 
company is right to stress that 
what investors think they see 
is what they actually get. 


Depreciating pubs to the 
tune of £50,000 a year each is 
more prudem than srrictly 
necessary and certainly more 
prudent than any of its peers. 

Importantly that policy 
means cash flow is much 
stronger than earnings per 
share, always a good sign in a 
fast-growing company. 

Wetherspoon is one of those 
shares that always looks ex- 
pensive but never is as long as 
you have faith in the company's 
ability to continue growing 
earnings per share in excess of 
30 percent a year. A daunting 
price/eamings ratio is reined in 
to more comfortable levels as 
long as that continues. Fortu- 
nately at Wetherspoon there is 
every reason to believe it wilL 

Wetherspoon s earnings 
growth is driven by new open- 
ings, not like-for-lrke sales im- 
provements, which at about 3 
per cent are nothing spectac- 
ular. With only 146 pubs open 
at the start of the period, how- 
ever, there is still plenty of 
scope for growth with the for- 
mula of big, music-free pubs 
with food all day and smoke- 
free areas seemingly what peo- 
ple want both outside the 
London heartland and in quite 
small towns. If Wetherspoon's 
pubs work in towns of as little 
as 15,000, as they seem to, then 
the company's target of 1,000 
pubs is probably conservative. 

On the basis of Merrill 
Lynch's forecast of £18-5m 
profit this year and £27 Jm next 
time the shares trade on a 
prospective price/earnings ra- 
tio of 24 falling to 19. Buy. 


Smith & Nephew : At a glance 


Market value E2 04bn. stare price I84.5p 


datura-led price rises by 1 
That could prove optimistic 


Five year record 


as long as Europe is such a 
mixed bag. Smith Sc Nephew 
is outpacing the market in 
Germany, which remains a 
target for some of its £500m 
acquisition firepower, but 
France has seen price cuts of 
up to 15 percent. In the UK 
sales growth slowed from 12 
to 3 per cent as no new prod- 
ucts from Smith were ap- 
proved for prescription use 
and the group faced competi- 
tion from parallel imports and 
Far Eastern competition. 

Given that background. 
Smith is doing a decent job. In 
the US, for instance, overall 
sales grew 9 per cent against a 
3 per cent decline in the 
market In wound dressings and 


Pre-tax profits (£m) 


Underlying sales growth, 

byproducts .10.50 5 It 


Wound management j-v 
Casfing & support '/I 


Endoscopy 
Orttopaadfc irapbrts 
Other medteal products 
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Ushers offers attractive discount 


As expected. Ushers of Trow- 
bridge opted for a pretty con- 
servative multiple of earnings 
on which to pitch its second 
attempt at coming to the 
market. The 110p-a-share an- 
nounced yesterday pots a price 
tag or £109m on the regional 
brewer and pub owner, an 
undemanding historic price- 
earnings ratio of 11.5 times. 

That represents an attrac- 
tive discount to the sector 
and market, which reflects 
understandable caution from 
broker Panmure Gordon alter 
the failed flotation attempt 
two years ago when investors 
worried about the company's 
dependence on one large brew- 
ing contract Gram Courage. 

The discount was certainly 


a big enough incentive to 
attract subscribers for two- 
and-a-faatf to three-times the 
37 million shares on offer 
and a reasonable premium 
looks assured when dealings 
start next Monday. 

Ushers in its present form 
was put together through a 
management buy-in by ex- 
Grand Met brewing executives 
in 1991. The brewery came 
from Grand Met while 433 
pubs were acquired from 
Courage. Since then more pahs 
have been bought to build an 
integrated group with 541 out- 
lets and a range of other con- 
tracts for both brewing and 
packaging. Thai troublesome 
Courage contract is now much 
less important in group terms. 


The current management 
has performed well so far but 
It faces an uphill struggle 
from hereon in. A concentra- 
tion on tenancies makes Ush- 
ers unfashionable to a market 
in love with managed estates 
and the performance of other 
regional brewers suggest the 
consolidation of the industry 
has done little for anyone but 
the majors. Manns, the one 
national brand, is not strong. 

That said, Ushers is plainly 
well ran and after the flotation 
will no longer be constrained by 
high levels of debt. With prof- 
its for the year to October pen- 
cilled at £15 Jm. and with a tax 
charge of only 26 per cent, the 
shares trade an a prospective 
p/e ratio of 9. Good value. 
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Here's a fascinating picture of 
John Hodson. chief executive 


John Hodson. chief executive 
of Singer & Friedlander, the 

merchant bank, participating 
in a rehearsal for a new arts 
project which the bank is 
sponsoring. 

The Miracles Project has 
been set up to encourage 
young people in London to 
get involved in the perform- 
ing arts. Nearly 1,000 young 
Londoners will perform in a 
Royal Gaia Performance at 
Royal Albert Hall on 24 
April. The National Heritage 
Arts Sponsorship Scheme wQl 
match pound for pound what- 
ever Singer puts in. 

Mr Hodson said: “'We've 
gone for this because it is a 
different kind of sponsorship. 
It carries on a tradition at the 
bank of music and arts 
patronage, of encouraging 
new ideas." 

One person, however, has 
reservations about Mr Hod- 
son's involvement. His 18- 
year-old daughter, espying 
this photo. wailed: “Oh no. 
Dad. nobody s going to see 
this, are they?" 1 don’t know 
- 1 think Hodson Senior 
comes over rather well. 




3. . 
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City spin doctors are gnashing 
their teeth at rumours that 
ever-yourhful Tim Trotter, 
chairman of Ludgate Com- 
munications. a PR firm, has 
pocketed £6m from last 
Friday's sale of the company 
to American advertising 
behemoth McCann-Erickson. 

Mr Trotter laughs at such a 
suggestion: “I can't complain, 
but 1 can't comment on what 
I've received or what others 
have received." 

What will make rivals even 
more envious is that McCann 
is planning to rebrand all its 
global financial and corporate 
PR under the Ludgate label. 
Thus Ludgate will expand 
from its three-legged stool of 
London, New York and Hong 
Kong to a possible 110 coun- 
tries where McCann operates. 

Other lucky beneficiaries of 
McCann's largess include 


Working miracles: John Hodson rehearses with some children at a -West London community centre 


David Simpson, an ex- 
Ohserver employee who is 
chief executive 'of Ludgaie's 
London office, Kay Break- 
stone. head of the New York 
outfit, and Martin Spurrier in 
Hong Kong. 

As for institutional 
investors, CinVen backed 
Ludgate for five years before 
selling out to Granville last 
July. Both did well out of 
Ludgate, said Mr Trotter, who 
concluded: “We’ve made 
two venture capital firms 
very happy." 


City bar-room gossip has it 
that former chairman of 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson, 
Simon Robertson, who re- 
signed in a huff last Friday, is 
off to BZW. 


Sources dose to the Bar- 
days -owned investment bank 
pooh-pooh die idea as "just 
idle gossip. Anyway, he’s . . 

away skiing.” A source closer 
to Mr Robertson said: "He’s ' 
around London at the mo- 
ment." Wherever he is, we ' 
await his new resting place 
with baited breath. 

If he does go to BZW, he • 
will meet a stream of analysts 
going in the opposite direc- . - 
don. Chris Grant, a buildings' 
analyst, is the third analyst to- 
leave BZW since I wrote 
about the exit of merchant ■.. 
bank specialist Philip Gibbs 
last week. Mr Grant joined 
Nat West yesterday, obviously . 
undeterred by any £50m holes 
hitting his bonus. 

Mark Rubenstein, finan- 


cials, has gone to Schroders, 
while Charles Winston, brew- 
eries, has also flown the coop. 


The crisis in Albania domi- 
nated proceedings at yester- 
day's launch of NatWhst 
Bank's pensions manifesto, 
“A Changing Nation". • 

NatWest is launching the 
ddcnment~because it feels 
that “something must be 
done" following the pensions 
mis-seDing sCandaL No doubt 
it wiH be launching a "traded 
options manifesto” on ^ mis- 
pricing soon (sorry, t couldn’t 
xiesist it>. : 

Patrick Minford of Liver- 


pool University, formerly a 
Government "wise person", 
told the audience in Bishops- 
gate that the UK's Paye 


General Accident rules out 


• • • 


Jill Treanor 


General Accident yesterday 
ruled out further life and pen- 
sions acquisitions in the UK fol- 
lowing last years purchase of 
Provident Mutual, saying it 
would now- concentrate on ex- 
panding the business organically. 

Bob Scott, group chief exec- 
utive, said the insurance group 
already derived 25 per cent of 
its operating profit from this sec- 
tor but expected this to grow in 
the years ahead. 

"Provident Mutual gave us a 
strong pension capability... to 
get strong organic growth," he 
said. 

"We've got the benefits of 
scale in our major businesses. 
We don't have to do anything.’' 


However, he said GA would be 
willing to pick up further ac- 
quisitions in the US Midwest 

The Perth-based insurer, 
which yesterday unveiled a 
£15m fall in group operating 
profits to £421m for 1996, re- 
vealed that it had incurred 
£16m of costs integrating Prov- 
ident Mutual into its existing op- 
eration. Net of the charges. 
Provident chipped in £13m to 
group profits. 

Despite the fall in the annual 
result, the fourth quarter pro- 
duced a record result of £1 12m 
for GA. up from £84m in 1995. 
Mr Scott said the three months' 
figures had been boosted by the 
absence of bad weather during 
the period and very good results 
in North America. 


Bad weather was part of the 
reason for the dip in profits ear- 
lier in the year. “With a record 
fourth quarter we have .main- 
tained an excellent operating 
profit in 1996, achieved de- 
spite severe weather losses,” 
said Mr Scott. 

Analysts pointed out that 
the £30m rise in severe weather 
losses more than accounted for 
the £15m profits shortfall for the 
year, which was less than con- 
sensus expectations.' The total 
dividend for last year is being 
raised 10.5 per cent to 34Z5p, 
also ahead of forecasts, helping 
to push the shares lOp higher 
to 847p yesterday. 

The outlook for insurance 
premium rates continues to be 
mixed. General Accident 


echoed recent comments from 
Commercial Union and 
GiiardianRoyalExcbangethat 
there were signs that motor 
rates were starting to firm. 

Mr Scott said:, “There are' 
signs that in personal motors rat- 
ing increases are coming 
through. Wre putting another 
increase through M commercial ' 
motor." GAsees no signs of rate 
increases in the home-owner or 
commercial sectors. 

In the US, excluding the ef- 
fects of bad weather, Mr Scott 
saw.' an improving underlying . 
trend in underwriting perfor- 
mance. In Canada, a substan- 
tial improvement was achieved 
and Pilot, its motor insurance 
subsidiary, produced excellent 
anderwritmg results. 


up 73% 


Tom Stevenson 

: City Editor 


Thistle Hotels disappointed (he 


Century Inns adds 65 pubs to portfolio 


Century Inns, the rapidly ex- 
panding pub operator, yester- 
day announced the purchase of 
another 65 tenanted pubs from 
the Pub Partnership Company 
for E9.1m cash. The deal lakes 
Century 's estate of pubs to 422. 

Alistair ArkJcy, chief execu- 
tive of Century, said “This is the 
second purchase this year and 
further extends our portfolio in 
the North. 


“The pubs are similar to our 
own estate, although they have 
lacked investment.” 

Of the pubs being acquired, 
55 are a mixture of freehold and 
long-leasehold sites. 

The pubs were originally ac- 
quired by Pub Partnership in 
1992 for’£l3.6m. A valuation 
carried out in January by Hum- 
berts Leisure valued the pubs at 
£9.4m. 


The last published figures 
showed that the 65 pubs made 
operating profits of £1.1 m for 
the year to 29 February 1996. 

Mr Arklev believes that the 
acquired pubs will be eamings- 
enhancing wi.lhin the first foil 
year of being under Century’s 
umbrella. 

“While wc expect to incor- 
porate them quickly, in the 
short term additional resources 


will be required to achieve the 
anticipated long-term bene- 
fits.” he said. 

Century's shares firmed 0.5p 
to 194.5p an the deal 

In addition to the purchase. 
Century announced that it had 
struck a new beer supply con- 
tract with Carisberg-Tetfey. Cen- 
tury did not go into details 
about the contract, but did say 
it would run until 2002. 


Ladbroke closure sparks bid rumours 


5 Company Results 

— 
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Clifford German 


Ladbroke yesterday fuelled 
further speculation that it was 
about in launch a counter 
takeover bid for Capital Cor- 
poration, owner of CrockJbrd's 
casino, by unexpectedly an- 
nouncing the closure of its 
property division 4S hours be- 
fore it is due to release finan- 
cial results for 1996. 

News of the closure, whieh 
involves Ladbroke writing off 
£5 2m and selling a substantial 
chunk of its remaining com- 
mercial property portfolio to 
Minerva for £25 m. also came on 
the day Lhat London Clubs 
published its formal offer doc- 
ument for Capita] Corporation. 

Leisure analysts in the City 
interpreted Ladbroke 's an- 
nouncement as clearing the 
decks ahead of a move for 
Capital. There is also some 
speculation lhat Peter George, 
chief executive of Ladbroke, 
may instead have his sights tar- 
geted on London Clubs itself. 

Loudon Clubs is offering 47 
shares for every 1U0 in Capital 
Corporation, which values the 
target at almost JElSOm. London 


Cubs shares rose 3p to 5S4p lost 
night which values Capital Cor- 
poration shares at 180p. But 
Capital's shares were un- 
changed at 202p with investors 
anticipating a better offer. 

Crucial to the offer could be 
the six shareholders which have 
over 50 per cent oF both com- 
panies. London Clubs has com- 
fortably outperformed Capital 
over the last three years in 
profits growth and share price 
performance, and its offer is al- 
ready- 31-limes Capital's likely 
earnings per share in 1996 and 
20*times its prospective earnings 
in 1997. Bui it is already com- 
mitted to an expensive refur- 
bishment programme, there is 
no cash alternative and the way 
is open for bigger rivals, which 
could include Rank as well as 
Ladbroke. to enter the fray. 

Greg Freehely. an analyst at 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson, 
believes, however, that Lad- 
broke would do better to use its 
links with Hilton Hotels to in- 
vest directly in casinos in Las 
Vegas, where returns are higher, 
rather than gel involved in a bid- 
ding war with London Clubs. 

Ladbroke’s decision to close 


its property division has been on 
the cards since the company's 
founder Cyril Stein retired in 
1994. At its peak in 1993 the 
property portfolio was worth 
£lbn and made a profit of 
£45m. It had been run down to 
£373ni by the end of 1995 and 
the rump is now valued at less 
than £70m. 

The property division will be 
treated as a discontinued activ- 
ity in ihe 1996 accounts. After 
property dealing losses of £5.6m 
its operating profit was £500.000. 

Ten properties are being sold 
to Minerva at a 27 per cent dis- 
roum to book value. Only £ 16m 
is payable on completion, the 
balance will be staggered over 
the next five years. It is Miner- 
va's first acquisition since it was 
floated last November. Lad- 
broke also confirmed the sale 
of a large office building in 
Boston. Massachusetts to HN 
Gorin for S23m. 

The closure of the property 
division is accompanied by ex- 
ceptional costs of £52. 3m 
mainly lo cover losses on the dis- 
posals and to write down Lhc re- 
maining portfolio to a realistic 
value for quick sales. 
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NewZ«afen(fsBrieriey Invest- 
about £250m al 
'flotation to.repaydebi and in- 
' vest mitS 100 hotels undersev- 
eral brands. The company plans ' 
to expand its. four-star Thistle 
brahd-'frbm- 51 properties to 
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scheme is “a state-run pyra- 
mid scheme” of the type that 
has gone so horribly wrong in 
Albania. - . - 
- Professor Minford said 
there was no prpspect of a 
young person paying Paye 
ever getting his or her money 
back on retirement. .. 

ProfessorGeprge Yarrow, a 
privatisation expert from 
Hertford College, Oxford, 

- then ploughed ra, .saying that 
“everyone receiving a small 
state pension is currently- pay- 

' ing an Albanian tax of 100 . 
per cent on that pension". 

This is because the state 

" pension is^ actually below 
income support, said Profes- 

- sor Yarrow. Perhaps they • 
should send a UN force into 

' Whitehall. 


ivff 


* 1 ** . M‘ . 3 

v: " 


-- - S- 

-*• T*-’ "H.; 


C 1 ■ 


U &-A 
- -0-;1 


i Het.1 




v: ^ 


■>< .Z' JP 

•fs 


- * - 




'• ->~r_ , 

*V - 
-■ 

. V- . ■ a 


73 per cent ahead at £60. lm in 
its firat full-year fi gu res since 
coming to the market last 
October. Its shares dosed 8p 
lower at 19Sp. - 
.. Robert Fed, chief executive, 
said: “Key drivers to hotel prof- 
itability-volume arid rate - 
have been growing steadily 
since April-1993 and improved 
strongly in 1996.” ' 

But analysts said the profits 
were slightly worse than ex- 
pected, especially in the light Of 
Sparkling numbers from rival 
. Millennium & Coptborne ear- 
lier this week." 

v As with Millennium Sc 
Coplhorhe, Thistle benefited 
from the high operating gear- 
ing of the hotel industry, con- 
verting 6? per cent of extra 
turnover compared with the 
previous year into profit. Mr 
Peel said Thistle- itad 1 had a 
strong start tpthe'curimityear 
with' sales, volume and -room 
rates all growing wefi. 

. In the 12 mpnths-fo Decem- 
ber,. turnover increased to 
1 £2903m despit eahsavyrefur- 
. bishment prpgrammethat took 
rooms out of co mmissi on dur- 
ing the period. ■ 

Earning^ per share rose. 35 
per cent to: £0.2p and, as 
promised at tfife tune of - the 
float, a ^ dmdend was paid. 

. Thistle, formeriy known, as 
Mount Oiariotte Hotels, said 

: wMle j the^cverage room rate 
rbse,14.p^;^ent to £55. Thistle 
is .'shifting towards business 
-tiaveUifets-hnd away from dis- 
counted* tourist packages. The 

conuDOi^ secto accounted 
-fK''3Spw ) Cent of room nights 
sold ^. Thistle’s London hotels . 
bid^BOCounted for 52 per cent 
of rewerihe hi the capitaL 
The- strategy , helped lift op- 
erating pnrat "20‘ per emit to 
£iQ&7m.. At the time: of the 
public offering Thistle; forecast 
1 996 operating tirdfitrof not less 
■thairr jElOOm, ; . 
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more than>70bjr the.end of 1998 
by rebranefing hotels. InriB also 
remodel some 'hotels to m- 
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Taking Stock 


Luxembourg-based Sodete 

Europeenne des Satellites, the results due on 17 Man-k. 
company that controls the As- Tb e month 

tra Site system used to 
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over 5,000 business sources comprising 43 million documents, as 
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Why not do a Dolly with Dancing Brave? 


A great deal has fcappeaed in ’ 
the outside world since tiie. 
gentlefolk of Britain fist start- 
ed to refine the thoroughbred 
racehorse more than 300 years 
ago. Waterloo, for example;' 
the Industrial Revolution, two 

world wars* votes, for women 

and men on the moon, al- 
thoa^h,ndmittedIy, some or al! 
ofthistnaybenewsto the more 
sheltered members of the 
breeding' _ - 

duced Pai- w luism, genetics and, 
only last week, the announce- 
ment of the first done of an 
aduKinammajL Yet themeftbcJs 
employed on stud farms have 
barely changed since the ' time 
of the Darley Arabian and 
Diomed 

And why shonld they? The 
bringjng together of ' stallion 
and mare is not apracess which 
invoK^agreatdi^trfcoetxiom 
and those in charge of . the op- 
eration would rightly argue that 
as a general rule, nature is best 
left to get on with things. 
’Whether that belief will survive 
much beyond the mfileifami, 
however, must now be in sen-, 
ous doubt, as advances on sev- 
eral scientific fronts hold out the 
‘ promise' - ■*; some . might say 
threat- of a revoftfo’onin both 


The Animal Health Trust in 
Newmarket; for instance, is 
part of a worldwide project to 
map the equine genome, which - 
effectively means that, inthe big 
instruction book of how to 
make a horse, researchers may 


eymauaBy know ' the position of 
every comma and full .stop; 
This will give them the .power 
to correct its “-spelling mis-, 
takes*’, the genetic abnonnali- 
•ties which cause , inherited 


Greg Wood examines the implications for the horseracing 
and breeding industries of the successful cloning of a sheep 


-tentiaLownets might also 
a dose interest in ajty genes, or 
ffKJreprobably combinations of 
genes, which appear to confer 
- ah advantage on-thc track. 1 
At present, the research is 
wncan tearing on. health issues, 
rather than those which di- 
rectly influence racing, perfor- 
mance, but as- Ernie Bailey, a 

C 'essorat the Uruversatyof 
.. tucky and the : Equine 
Genome Project’s mteitnatxm- 
:ai. coordinator, points out, al- 
ready there are implications for 
both owners' and breeders. 

‘ “Many horses which : turn 
out.tobe useless may do so be- 
cause they develop a -health 
problem, with a genetic com- 
ponent,” Bailey says. “The 


shame for the breeders and 
owners is when there is a horse 
that wants to run, that has ath- 
letic abffity, bid doesn’t do it be- 
cause of a health limitation, 

research is on llealth rather 
than performance perse. 

“Down the line, a map could 
conceivably be used for identi- 
fying traits related to perfor- 
mance, but there’s probably a 
complex apt of genes which arc 
doing 14 and some of them may 
be operating in opposition to 
one. another. There might be 
five different ways to make a 
stayer, and sis: to make a sprint- 
er. Mzgtping may simply rein- 
force thingswhich the breeders 
• already know, and allow them 
to make decisions with a little 
more information.” 

The painstaking work of Bai- 


ley and his colleagues around 
the worid is not the sort of thing 
which makes the headlines. 
The arrival of Dolly the cloned 
sheep, by contrast, took even 
many specialists in the field by 
surprise, and now that the enor- 
mous technical obstacles to 
dotting an adult mammal have 
been overcome in one species, 
there can be hole doubt that the 
technique could also work with 
horses. Indeed, financial in- 
centives are now the driving 
force behind many advances, 
and the situation in which a slow 
horse can be worth £400 and a 
Derby winner £15m would 
seem to offer unusually fertile 
ground for further research. 

The possibilities are obvi- 
ous, if fandfuL A small army of 
Dancing Braves or Lammiarras 
or the chance to reproduce tal- 


ented but long-since guided 
steeplechasers, even a race pit- 
ting all the surviving Derby 
winners against each other as 
three-year-olds. In practice, 
however, there are several sol- 
id reasons why such scenarios 
remain a distant prospect, not 
least the fact that, as Bob Mc- 
Crecry of the Thoroughbred 
Breeders’ Association pointed 
out yesterday. “I suspect that 
you would be in very deep wa- 
ter legally if you were racing an 
animal that was a clone.” 

McCreery is the chairman of 
a TBA committee which is in- 
vestigating the use of artificial 
insemination in thoroughbred 
breeding, which is currently 
banned by international agree- 
ment between the major racing 
nations. “Scientific advance al- 
ways has to be looked at ob- 


jectively ‘ be says. “3nd the ef- 
fects they might have consid- 
ered. We're doing exactly that 
with Ai. which is a long way 
ahead of dotting, but though it’s 
a different subject, 1 suspect it 

is a rather similar discussion. Al 
happens already with Arab 
horses, there are Arab stal- 
lions in Cambridgeshire which 
are covering mares in Califor- 
nia, but there could be very se- 
rious financial implications if it 
was allowed ad lib. There are 
difficulties over the number of 
mares which could he covered, 
depredation and so on. It s a 
highly emotive subject,” 

A lifting of the ban on Al 
would, among other things, 
permit top stallions sucb as 
Sadler's Wells to perform pro- 
creative feats which might oth- 
erwise turn him prematurely 
grey. And it would also, many 
believe, inevitably open the 
door to other ground-breaking 
techniques. 


Confidence restored as Imperial Call impresses 


t 
■ » 


After a disappointing workout 
at Clonmel last week^Imperi- 
al Call was back bn a racecourse; 
yesterday and his attempt at 
completing successive victories 
in the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
was back on track too. 

The horse’s connections <!e- 
dared themselves delighted af- 
ter Ireland’s leading chaser, 
trained by Feqgie Sutherland, 

1 timed up at ibalee racecourse . 


j, Conor 
O’Dwyer, in the saddle. . _ 

- . Ann Sutherland, the trainer’s 
wife, said: “He went very well 
and both trainer and jockey are 
delighted. We think we've got 
him right now and are qiuetfy 
confident that he can do it 
again. We would prefer soft 
ground but are unlikely to get 
it and it wouldn't be a problem 
JS.it was similar to last year.” 


O'Dwyer said: “The ground 
was desperate but I was very 

raCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Darakshan 
(Bangor £10) 

NB: Auntie Alice 
(Catterick 400) 

happy with him today. He 
looked and felt a different horse 


from QonmcL I'm really look- 
ing forward to next week now." 

Dorans Pride was also due to 
work at the track, but his train- 
er, Michael Hourigan. scrapped 
plans when he saw the state of 
the ground. 

William Hill were impressed 
by Imperial Call to cut him to 
9-2 clear favourite from 11-2. 
Ladbrokes, however, leave him 
unchanged ai 5-1 and report 
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ner tat season ana as#/ ougn w tta unbeatable In As tow pacJe at me wetffns. tut his 
tnrfnerwas wwMevoaoaxint far a poor sho>* he>e « Nowonber and. os he hasrrt done 
nob better ance. 6 probsii^ best «Bttbed tor tf» pnaera. KM0tt M SUM was r«ummg 
after iSTBontfts off *twi e sajv^on ftftft « tf« Chepstow race, a head bemafcm- 
dens. trie fad that be hasn't been out since (rids not be a problem, but Cs cSfficutt to 
mttea caee ib- hbn as he meats Ramsdens on 23B) »oree tern*. Wi« Rat iotas a drop 

inAK. I* run wften unpbeeb sttng MAh Latfiias Bhiccmaar and KbiG* Vtakn on fast 
muM K WMMdt Is prooaUy best lawnd. but a big^r <MnAer k Be Man Hows an rss 

second v subsequent wffnaMMiy Star m a seser we tftecouree end distance* me end 

-of NovernbeR. He lies been nmnfey on me FM since men. □ Berbador did encsipi sewn- 
fauth odsnd lady Magra in a Wncarton dataer on mb debut m suggest mere Is a race 
of tffc naore. waUng tar turn. s«*ectia<c HAlifAM TARN 

CLDV NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £^000 added 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £3^13 

q tmi C4A800flOlOiltSAIWW<M*®*»* ,c Hrtson|RflBAA'8122ffia^_JOMerae8 

323 ONRSKUN (19 tD A Q UeeeC Msa H KnETt G 12 0 D OripiM r 

22P-15P 0CE«U»OH43|WeAPefcrGttM9llA50HmlDna IFTW^r 

R44Z34 OUB*snil(Ull*naBj1afiRH*61D7 AlfcenOw 

002231 CM0fl«llflS4)(IWsMHMPllWbb*rlll0& 

SPB205 AS8MI.AIMSMNpfiM&iWto«nw\l^reldsartiDean)T\llal6103 AHwMjfflB 

20253P HASWJOVIBIOteSslasaFnjnBSftidrtwiemiiiliadaBaOO IDMWV 

334056 |BBMBB0HrtlByCb0(«)NV»AelllDO H 


43M» araTOEW0Wi98»ULlte*wrtJlfc«»amlfllDO. 


tbnv Mat McUeoiat, 33-1 atten ' 

1896: JoeXs Ciosk 5 11 5 B Heatng 11 : 10 ® »iartS 11 ran . 

KSfIM d®£ 

Kwlrar nade rum** in two earlier starts and bean bang ma» ad tf« tm Mien «« 

MM BUbsequwtMwU SMd Usd at 

bald UP non bsttme antfstowD m%mmH 

Metton Drtae. Ha i««J imteawMettouirgcSBar after beingpnxljeeaTOleaQ Mma ftial 
Banyminfctaebsson teptotfiat/me. Pcfcoftheo pposBon has a jeSfc M^ 
J Siif l ar»«rta-»«w-o« “*» has had me racing since wtirtnga Chelteobam tamper two 
seonm agp. Attar so tong «A of me *ma Morpheus wm lamereawlet^ a » an 

first two runs back antf was anchored f\ the rear uM string on _to be nearest atJH»- 
IMsb twttnd stabtemma Mr Cheeky Msri sod WWp Hard M Marlat (tasen last dmj DM 

have tt ett hs own way. Zkwrtar toamo **rt°™**™?* 
tore premmanay urt*.»e 1 J*«j last at bfltfekl on ms 

trebraus and rtiBy sneak no a place. Crtactioir .DWwawii. 

(CLASS 


1 R 

» 


1 
2 
3 
- 4 

5 

6 

.7 

« 

30 0CM5B ci^w'W8teMAD»"6wM)i*>AHe»ai8100, 

11 WRMO UOM aiLH gt7t(TouE6serMgtteaRanCmMWfMnscnfll00 

12 500000 JBI»CfU8Hr«a»iwlMfl9onS8aMv9«>0 

-13 DP4 HRjffMWS{19){UtSiJETc<KlOBnreanBIOO 

14 MA*>OLH*rSGOtr>(S5)fTT*liyLJSeM AFwttf 7100 

15 550055 aUWIWOraiKflWPBfRWteiMBPtMQnSlflO 

4fcSTS4nB*iyieaOstTi»hsfldtap»ei9c®B)rB(Br,IW*aftsrAOiarIheawin9BllAOctf- 
*B^ftt8^8W»»8r9K« NaOcRgt MbaMm AApote»3l»8a*WK<dMe|t^taJ^ 
BEmifc 7-4 Caftoo Gctd, 4-1 Goretane, M C*« Star, 1M 0c« Uo4«, 12.1 Cmsmm, 
IMvBav.U4Creslre Aw. 20-l«saM MwrtBB, OwrAe MeMv 2S.latt« 
ISSfeBwdmmBtf 7 11 8 D Wd»ioier5-HMPprt 14 an 


JtS&tarj 


240 


HUGH PEEL CHALLENGE^ TROPHY HUNT® CHASE (C 
H) £2JOOO added 3ra 130yds Penalty Value £1*4» 


1 3TOP21<a>l , E:Cgn7«WP)tPiOrrtDCaot312 7— — — 

2 MW2P W6HMirriigi45»fla»5iBmBwWU»^B«^9^--^g^g 

3 7354JP COmBBHMItttZSIBWElortDDiWnaajlL 

4 nopeu- wir rn« en«igpM1tMaAPM|rtSksMPa20. , • M HDatoe.W 

6 —JtrJMm® 

KnMiMCv | 0)lttBVlMta fartnee, H2 T MB rs det, IfriOftM Bonw,t2-llB^^i 

^*S£223^a2MBSas«^«g|sMBl^4«Ba 

CAPE COTTAGE has been a decant fruntw inWsday. 

Bwisea8ans.»iawfirmawtiBnceiM^g»^reai».m< ^hB h«Moni re» vat^ewq4tt- 

trjhome ^attc M^KScatHerafardflm time «* and rtwaad mat wasntaft4ct6i g »ng 

om tn twiM lirtB fntf (Wstarmj qfffrfflMg iriY KT Z”!* 1 ^ llNJtom HfllKB WWlth Of - 


Irish poWt-VH»W waner CweGMon s« a saarefsng paoa imt* cau^tt m the tost snides 
ty Dn*fS BrocfcatTowcaaer CreGIJ and men led smart pair SWfW Dashmg and Eudpe 
te a tartf way ntr mo and a half mtes at H^dock. TWO eaended three m#as should sut 
hsrr more end haV soon bare a kX of those m treubio, then that may only set it up 

for CAMBOO WHD.TWs eMA-jeardd has come back wM aft» missing two seasons. It 
stared a Mb mt hastarev "•«« ho vuos only med oi me lour to finish bemad Skasim- 
oqire at Kaydock and he than nmw maty let n&rseff flown on taster pound at Doncanw, 
bw Bfs been piaM saflb« ft »» runs « HuntineiJan atnoa. Caribc» Gokj t»d pleimr in hand 
there last imosday; and even tnou^i he’s up almott a stone on mat lint w«v that’s sMI 
. sons any bekw what ha ms rated w his iwhng days. Ooaan taadw came back altw 
relaak* 1994>» id n» b<o pnBtMWe races war fences last tami and tha season start- 
ed on me note w«t a comfartaOle anouGi win at Soutfmal. Soft e«md was the Bee- 
ty mason tor a moderate performance at URowttr nan tana and he man blundered away 
his ctww* at fttreet tasen. He’s m wm a chance » h* best, thou^i mere tswitore- 
csbl -C iaBeva ttre srtxdd ba maw at horrre cirer mb thp man 2m5f at Windsor last brne. 
He B not out of It at tne w/fiTta. Selection: CAfOBOO GOLD 


ULiJ 


«= 5 ^ 55 S^®aa=sMfSS»- 

CfKKTON N0WC£ CHA5E (CLASS D) £5fl00 Added 2m If 

ZZZjllIfy*l»»* B n a ^ Va,,,0£3 ^ 88 __ m BlfeAM'i 

130511 MMJ0OTW(!WHMrtMRB5115 — 

—s 


SANCnrLANE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3000 
added 2m 4f Penalty Value £2,442 

I 211123 OfiB06MDRpS3|lMA JohrsortMIMgwr81112 Dsrek^P" 

2. 315F25 AtNHEM»|lMWiU«tfv«J10»MSUl fTMre(T) 

-3 122123 OTIMH(7)IOWsPBftl»M»14l»e410a2 

4 036532 VfUMGM£PQffMlomftKfiaif&cii0tABHlb^f«GlO22 ICrtMy 

5 646231 UJtMTWtrWlPAHanBOCBJfJbafcoriOtO 

6' OOQf MIIHEIMMSHBfEIIGEtSBrt WskVAkrwrf M*Mlrson91D7 

7 PSABO 3d»SWlS»irapSl(A*thPtU«rtNT*iajriM*s810 3 

8 .000 HOOO WiSC f74J R .farnsav M Meagher £10 2 

a 25C004 ^ umawcouwasapa mop BrtaoiADMcCan 5161. 

-10 G05-243 U*EWUWWfft»SW*iSDa«MbriOO 

II M466 SMMWU.P«HDBBS(7m«II*aSAMBSrtJPeBtock41DO 

12 mn KBBEirS0UME(33)aa(VaaMaveai«4lnvaaM|p-MnBlOQ-lAIMattr 

'13 600000 OQrOFmEBUIEIAMMimWSMvtU&MqrSlDD JUMMwffl 

-13 ^ " 



»= Sssssssesi i 


Moftnia 10a. True taMfcep wUpe Botaoral Wtcsss 9st fib Nemec Sqim » 3A »«« 

... _ 

BErntfe7-Z1Mb«M8, 4-1 lao0iTMyi 5-1 UHasa, 13-3 lake Warn. 7-1 MHn (Maunder, 
DM. Onfog Mer.^KMsart Shstor, 1*1 8Md Male, 14-1 AMm Met. 164 often 
19M Beerere taoud T lfl 7 Bo* 14-1 (M P*rt 17 an 


&OQ57 — — — ' n iliiiiaal 

- . iiiiirn nMf 25,f JMOM PJWr MHd U4 33-1 Wnwy liM 

<****** 


39* PptMOS b 1U 4 j r mnn u--. -... 

r 55^3r3i1 |^n|YWELLSSuiwHlH^DLE(^XASS®)^P®® a, ^ , *^^ ^, 
3^401 5ftS^Vatoe^337 _ __ _ 

L 24603-5 

SS 


imreh TUN had awchmo* use made of him « Sandown last lime and mamnned a ftod 
atop man the second «0it to come home eg* lenghe de* ewer an extra auaner rt fa 

refla. Whether heV be aBcwed any peace up irert wtn DTtean m oppeanon irenafns to be 
soea tnou*i^!?wPi*Jencesofarihe D«er LDUghTiilyatcaid haro the st^r«- 

na. VaBogaM was returning after a four-month break when Breshlng soongly and s»t tal- 
o*» fft w> a^rw MWng »oo« «rer tno couise and tfstancB last month. Todav* aasrer 


s s'sgs;- 


iUrRBMMO) 

ADoMogm 

£1 



00>Meil2^— 


-Jt 

-equate p} 

_varitwy 


ROOD MUSIC. Seerrbrdy 

Rood MuMc flee am fes Bwt handkap with a framer sM0a. which B ba ng tetA dewn 
tMrtw w r ytop mar stonrtng h» »ourri at the head of the handcap. Otdog Mor eas 

SSS^BtelrrMca aadferm the swn end cod^sfl^tf^ Oeowei 

Mtsfe-steotr. SaoenfaM Slreliar Bthe ban panda *<*» 

pared to theaiumkig It Leicester m January. smoctwc «xk_> 



RACING RE S JJLTS 


- KELSO 
2J00: L CWLUH CAPS* <E C alBgart 
15-2: Z Arthur BM 5-lr3.»A«^®g“ 

£720; £150. CL®, IL.1D- 0f ; £I0 ' 90 ' 
CSf: £36.49. THcosC OBB.GQ. 

■ w.wft! t sftaamH a ThcmarJ 
2. Adfesw DM a-2 UK a. MW «; 
*0 M- 'A.l 1/ DM 
£S0 20: £»4(t £L3Q. 

CSF: £76.5*. Taft; £35.®- NK *f t** 1 

iH&tt. SMC (P C gb9n^> 

K* 2. MOasmtfaawl 1 

mr 100- L * W. H. &SL IQ ifgfS: 

£2.00; EUX. W.ltt Of- 
£5.10. CSf. C&67- JLl 

330: LCKt ffiE SHOTS 

10- i; 2. nrefltmflsBitr S-Z 

fcy 7-a: Erm. u«MCrartMM»!y ^ 
MM00«i?.HA34.U»ffc;R9Q»«-” 
£12.00: £5«. £M9l OR £3030 CSF. 
0946. mActTBOinfr - - f 

*JDQtl.-IWCOn»M«ttS«PC»»- 

V&SSSSSigZ 

Greystsfci. WMs BJO; £150. 

£2130, CSF; fitMi JNR«Mb 1 
aftfaftaan .aof reMsr tmea. ftie 4 BPP*S 
'»3li pats.4efludah «p* »$**“- 


IU-3 «■ . — - ■ 

APPROACH ( PNMfDS ^ 

^ssss^sr 

Ptaoosra37. 

LEICESTER 

jtgs&tS »K«. 


33ft L HKHUMMAN dV QsBtMsort 
66-1; 2. Pea}ad6 25-1! S. Men Oak 30-L 
7 ran. 7-4 tm Comer Boy Wth). ‘A. 2VL 0 
£48.70; £13.40, £3.70. DP. 
£5030. CSF: £839®. 

430: 3. COPPS* THBSU P»R rtsnriall) 

33-2: 1 Bawid^ajifWS. MAeAMeBest 

6-1. 9 ml ^4/lftw PerifeL 11. IX (N ft*"- 
JreJJ.WtrtiSH* £2-80, £1-60. CLIO, ftfl 
Forets: £3® - Cowputar Saafft Forecast 

£13.22, ThK £6.00- ^ . 

450ti,AWMhrcniZB4 Afr ASansomrt 
5,2 K fav; 2. NnwMMd 8-1: 3.CorfySpe- 
«M»-Z I3«te 5-2 'WW 

Z 4. (Mrs C HickSJ. Tate 
£5^0. £12a CXiai ForacKt: *^9^^ 
puierStffl^Fo«a« CL5 1 - ^ £3a * Q ’ 
«R Mhefiwanfes. _ __ ^ 

jackpot: £19,580-10 - part won. Pool cd 
0431936 comeaiorwart w Bangrtor^f- 
n^onor £1214,40. Qnadpoc £334.Ga 
PbMffi £213-20, Pfaeo B: £14422. 

UNGFIELD 

2 J 0 ; L EAGER TO PIEBSE ID Holland) 
1C&30 fcr: 2. BM»bp> 
ffrto 13-2. 8 raft- If., nk. (M«se G i Kete- 

wey. WTWcomtel. To« C3 ^'' 

HflO, £1.70. Dial Forecast: E7.70.Can- 

^SOT^ftmcBst £12.01. >« ; ChSr& 

Ttto: £10.90- 


support for C\"borgo, the mount 
of Charlie Stvan. They have cut 
him to 16-1 (from 2ti-l). 

Ctenaaftare Gold Cap 03 March* Tata; 9-2 
Impend Can, 5-1 Copme H*n. 11-2 Dorans 
Pw.«S-10E«d. lit CMtWrnjer. One Man 
& The Grey Von*. 12-1 omers, Ladbrokes: 

5- 1 knperal Cali. Downs Pnde & Ooome HifL 

6- 1 Danok. 8-1 Dublin F*er, 10-1 One Man 
& The Grey Monk. 14-1 cmer* WUam H» 
9-2 lmp»»i Ca»-. 13 -2 Coome Hdl 13-2 Da- 
ms Pnde. 7-1 Dares*. 10-1 Duom Oyer. One 
Mar* 4 The Can. V.oe*. 12-1 atnere: Comb 
5-1 Coome Htr A inoenai Cert, U-2 Dano- 
li. frl Dorans Mate. 7-1 OubSn Fiver. S-l One 
Man. 10-1 The Grtv UrL 12-1 others 


“For Al you pn realisucal- 
Iy read artificial breeding.” 
Hamish Anderson, ihc Wcaih- 
erbys director wilh responsi- 
bility for the stud book, said 

yesterday. “1 su^pea ihai if the 
ban was lifted- you would also 
be lifting it o n 01 her forms of 
artificial - breeding such as em- 
bryo transfer, and « hat the 
advent of the cloning of the 
sheep trill do is make people 
think in a wider sphere 

•'Embryo transfer means two 
things Yc«i can either take a fer- 
tilised egg from one animal 
and put it in another so ihai the 
recipient carries on gesuning 
quite normally, or give an ani- 
mal an injection so ihai ji su- 
perovulates and produces more 
ihan one egg* then you Hush 
them out and implant one in 
each of the recipients. Ai pre- 
sent the techniques are heller 
in cattle than horses, but once 
technology is produced, if* al- 
ways going to improve, jusi :is 
cloning would." 

Anderson believes that “ul- 
timately, the industry' has to de- 
ride whether it warns to go wilh 
that particular flow or control 
the flow a bit. All ihese things 
have a definite purpose when 
you want the same product but 
some people plain like variety, 
and raring thrives on variety. 
All these things have to be 
thrown into the melting pot be- 
fore you decide whether you 
want cloning or noL" Britain's 
racehorse breeders, it seems. 
will be doing things their way 
for a little while yet. 


CATTERICK 


330 


HYPERION 

1.55 Noir Esprit 2.25 Cumbrian Maestro 
3.00 Boulevard Bay 3.30 KINGS SERMON 
(nap) 4.00 First In The Field 4.30 Roberty 
Lea 5.00 Easby Blue 


GOING: liood to Son. 

S Lcfl-tonrf course, undulaunc and sharp. 

Conn* b NW of loan on Afi 130. ADMISSION: Oub ill; TJt- 
icrsalls S7; Course Si JO. CAR PARJO &Mwd £3, nsi PrW- 


Wi 


cav«ta. 


ROBERT FLEMNG NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^075 3m If 130yds 

1 243231 B0WACC0UffU8)GMlk»e7U 10 ADattfnB 

3 Sim «P*S Of 5IH1 (6J M ^trsnare 11 11 9. RftmUlj' 

3 PGo61r M*BSSaaW«{15HI«l>Bean<nSU8. — US** 

4 F22122 Tia>«ADl«|CO)PO*fsa«*i9*SU7 _6M* 

£ P~.&13 BUOtrs WISH (2DJJHijfnssr> 6114 -MMokwy 

6 06«3ti RMWARDOH (SO) F Nhnriy & 109 JCwberry 

7 W KARBIASTBI0U3} Mk5Sit«0*61O2 — . JIWWb*B8 [7) 

6 FOMO& TRWWSHOPEWECaroajDO STa>ta(SI 

& ceas KHocnmwcRossiB3RM»raeioo Bsawy 

-Sdcdared- 

Aftwntrjae^ir Ms. lme*ei&G: MaortMaa tewre^nOassSslliti 

BETTMte M BoU Account, 7J Ktegs Samn. SI Hog Of StML Kare- 


hMIdo, 7-3 BSotfl WAik. Si RatManfcH. Tko Gold. 20-1 OtBtn 


BL1NXEHRD nBST TIME: Com- Freaata. MaAthre Droit 1 1 3->.L 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN OATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: kfobflr Mwwaoerf.a.OOVA Bl& 
Mood I4i«) aere afi mie* by TGcaqr final Srihut. irrord A Wreia. 


4j00 


U55 


ASKEW DESIGN AND PRVifT SELLING HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2300 added 2m 

541PJDP BmiMD SEA (USA) (22) i BanJ^ 10 13 7 B9Wqr 

BTCU& ms (350) [D) WSweyfi 117 RUcartafS) 

no COBR FWUCAJS fU) N 5110..5 Hwortb m B 

& rMIYSDN (KZ) (335) U& D Sjyw9 11 0 JIHolaocy 

900150 KEBCHEM W CCD) (BF)C Osm 6110 Ptbee 

304600 PnMINEIORT(M|iH JmcnSUO AUwreAB 

04 RASBf SIWI)MD5{33] R Crnggs 7 110 A Dobbin 

tone THE 6R£Y TEXAN £9) V TTerrpstr 8 11 0 — Ur M TJnmQtaa 

MRItlCH W Mtteoro A 10 6 — JBCWB 

R3306 NOW ESPWT (13) J Caff 4 10 6 FUahy(3) 

00 fUSCOflfiS) W Canada 4103— —~RC^ftirtHw 
0605 RAOIIOflE BRANDY (2E) G ftcftfQs 4 JO 1 — — G Ue p) 
-121 


CONISTDN HALLRESmURANT HANDICAP 
MJROLE (CLASS F) £2^75 added 2m 3f 

1 612001 TKHZ1 (USA) (77) (CO) A Wan> 6 12 0, 1 Supple 

2 1300*6 K0mSMEUNC£Rrr)tQ0aaN9 7Ul2PlfidU6y(3) 

3 012303 TPUmdSMTO ASfTKnflll 7 HonodK f7) 

4 6-fltta FETWSnmnr (2® (CDBH ws J 110 _ISsbP 


BET7WS: M Nelr Esprit 4-1 Raram ftwdr, SI MNiftn^ SI Uoa, 
Wwlttre Mart. lSXEwraH Sa*. Rreoo, 1S1 ottwra 


mi 


BEAUFORD PIC NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
1 E) £3JOOO added 2m 

1 56-0611 IASI W (77) (CO) B Rocwel 6 120 E Ci lft g iW (3) 

2 HXKB0- AU£RW£MS)JiV«jar«3ilO. iaw*e 

3 00 HUNTING SIANE 146) CGfflfl 5 110 Plftwa 

4 005 MBBERGXrtSBOlPCNierSllO Ttoari 

5 0 PRAISE BE (FR) 03) 11*7 110 ICjt^wn 

6 05 R0M»U)W«(raVtlttNan5U0 IftaTtaapm 

T UMIMWtHlSCUBIIOIWUaaBySUO AObWl 

8 21 CUftMAM IUESTR0 ® [C0)T EflStetn 4 10 33-Rfftntty 

9 OOO Wff P MTOWt T C30) RBanSlQ9 DhAar 

:o ovooe- nwaM0E(3s»F»k*inr9ra« Mirorer 

11 0 ONBOII4II MS) J RtSSaald 4 106 PCarteny 

12 0 BE SPECnwG {68) J Moae 4 10 6 H8*Bb 

13 qUBIfSCOIJNSaM!BMMi^4101 BStaW 

-UMnd- 

BEITRfte « CwnW* Haostro, 6-1 Iasi Try, 7-1 Orenawa, Si (te- 
1S3. Atoty, JMMade, 20-1 fAwre 


5 P334H3 COtRT JOKBi f7) H HearOrr b 10 13 JI MeOraBi (5) 

6 Smo IUU0RYM9 (USA) (IB) J | 3(Mr 7 10 13 A Dobbin B 

7 656060 Att <1£W (lft iHJNnsan 61012 0 Pater 

8 630334 A1MIE MICE (15) J Fteteat) 7 10 10 PCrefaaiy 

9 WW55 MRS 1AWLEYTOR0 {USAj (13) C 5frum 9 10 ^ HRsopr 

10 £56424 M£tfEMORE{30|Pioms3iei<<7 J( Johnson 

U 006604 l&ENSBNrrtft vOwrpa»iT106 Mr Utbaapsni 

12 S204AJ1 FUST IN IHE ICD (B) 65 N Man 6 10 5 ifcai.S HRMftti 

2 54U521 YACHT CUB (SSI (Q>) JL Ewe 15 103 JIMID 

14 22W303 DB»rpa»IY»raiR4nTM8lIiO_._ TB*y 

15 C00S5 AMIfSPRBJElS) WMSW»n6100 SCsMi 

16 3P1-J13 SHHIWf ABEY pAl) J Vafe 11 10 0 B Storey B 

-UAdatd- 

\MmtP*e&clOSL 7rw/w»eap»e^ i)ec»»lW j 3» >tfar>s 
PMN 9a I3BL 5ft«on Abbey 9SI 12®. 

BEniNG: SlTIp R la. SI Corel Johar. 61 FW to The HBL 7-1 f»w 
Safe®*, 61 Atretie Alec, 10-1 DmU, 344 ethore 

PETER NRUX MEMORIALTROPHY NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 3f 

1 621P12 RQBBOY IEA C8) {C) (0F) Me M 9 11 9 — P I6wn 

2 6-OF6PO MS!limrimabVl>s»rison9U2-..llrMnwwpsrei 

3 OP-O F0RT2SXMM(76) IhsS&rean 7 112 — JWBteaon 171 

4 mptX) WfiHMOOOOI)IG«i^7U2 MrU RbffnUffl 

5 MPVUC MOST RICH {13)63450^9 11 2. TRoedV 

6 QAKLMOS BUY u te«ey 8 11 : N Swflh 

7 54-OT44 WMICH(ISJ UlVEsSttitYdll2 J’CSrtwry 

8 33- MOIOtEY KOCH (SOft UfcJGcMlKliw 610 U-.B®»*Y 

-Bdadreed- 

BEJTWft S4 AOOerty lea, SI Tkpra*. SI OBUrods B«y. 61 Monlrey 
Wcncb, 12-1 Mood, 161 Fort Zeddam. 20-1 ottm 


tssi 


3j00 


PVTCMEY BCHO NOVICE HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added Sm If 110yds 

1 (UnO AEMBS«H(30S)ltoSHorre+rew712(U4ssLH0MB(7) 

2 Of : ITP- BSME HOUSE (291J W Vtxnei 9 12 0 MrRFwd(5) 

3 BOiAElWB) BNY 7 HWOa 6 12 0 Mr k Wfcoo 5) 

4 2- EASnNBSHUIGKrtaMISUfeiyBUOJRTIMreRm 

5 OOTQW- GALZK (3551 l*sDTwrer 9120 Mr WTidretB* (7) 

6 EC3B6' GREBftOMriAD|GB3)JCbB«lft9120-»PCBB*rihm 

7 322-3? MQBtEKES5BIGBIceQ7Geor^9120JfessSSrereaft{7) 

8 POUIKALSAN D F SmBTi 8 12 0 Ur KF&oftb(7) 

9 OW 51BHAHRYRRB|SCtiSftFlh»BR'11120JftRHNe(B) 

10 SKYW>WWKlmiawr9U9 MrAPsrtwrfT) 

-lOdKluad- 

BETTWCb SI BoUcvani Bay, 7-S PoUcal Sire, 5-1 Sayta NreA, Uobi* 
Mroseoger, SI Geteg. AiMtelon, 161 Easttads W-U0*, IS1 otlwn 


SJOO 


LANE, CLARK & PEACOCK OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1^50 added 2m 

1 B0ST0NMWm«H»W«Ywse6112. POrterj- 

2 5 EAS0YBIUE (223 S F«Be>«S1 5 11 3 Jlftaa 

3 R04 EASIClMTE [29] VY Mcrcom 5 11 2 .GCsbU 

J 60BG FftNCmt HeWPfJOf’ 6 11 2 AOobhre 

5 RCNW. OB* Lte U Uft^n 5 11 2. NHonwAsffl 

6 5TANWCXHALLUaSYW0Terei5 11 3 

7 WMHQUIE (ASS FKiffi» 5 10 1J 

6 AEWAU (USA) M Habmond J lti8. JIGanWy 

9 OHBWtWRWltewJlOS ICstodrea 

BETtlNG: 7-4 KartaU, 61 Easby Baa. 7^ UttM*. 61 Boston Benrear, 
12-1 Got* PtetoB. 14-1 Boynl Olp. 20-1 Stawrtd, H«B, 25-1 otbore 


2.40: 1. CAPTABTS DAY (R MUten) 5-4 
tar. 2 . KRpact lG-t X Mfawnsa 16 - 1 . 8 
ran. 27>. 1 % (H CbGmgflrl^. Nownort^- 
ItaK £230; £1.10. £3-80. £3.40. DF: 
q 5.2ft CSf: £20.64. Trie** £192.68. 

&A0: 3. W9H FIVE (G BeRtaaft 9-4 tav; 
2. Ontataywd Wataoeaa lSU 3. CotaridRe 
7-2. 9 rare 3VL Sfn-W. W insam, Met- 
Brt. Tata: £3.40: IL&0. £3-0a EL50. DF: 
£23.10. CSF: £33-51. Tnraet £98.70. Trio: 
£33.80. WC BraugfHons Fcnrate. 

3 . 40 : l. UVE PROJECT (D Hfltend) 11-4; 
2. Royal Cartttn 5-2 tar. X RafadOon SL 
7 ran. NK, 5, W Wreoa Miaiefom). T««e 
£AS». £2-00, £1.40. Dual Forecast: £4.10. 
CSF: £0-49. 

’ 4J& 1. « CW SAGA [R 16-L 

2-TutoiJara3-l^fw:3.PBritoB*Pflg)it 
300-30. 8 raa. 3-1 Jt tav RbwI MlhJ. 2 
sm-M. IM Marfgwek, Denmeatfl. Tbta: 
£25.90; £3 30. £1.90. £L10. »: £36.40. 
CSF: £80.60. 

4A0: L 04OJSH INVADER {Mr T Me- 
caitfM St 2. DORY Drop Boreto ISK 3- 
HaMhB iOIfaMe 7-LIP «- 3-1 6 » lata 
4. 3. (C 0«9W. NewnarieD- Tote: £7.00: 
£230, £130, £130. OF; £7930. CSF: 
£3054. Incase £528.26. Tri« £8^40. 
Raccpot: £38^0. t^aftpot £2130. 

»te £26.77. PlaeaS:«A04. 


^WOLVERHAMPTON ; 

HYPERION 

130 Bold Habit Z20 Marjorie Rose Z50 Per- 
Itect Poppy 120 Don Sebastian 350 NBdtate Star 
<L20 Northern Fan 450 Needhs Match 


GOING: Sumtanl STALLS: IraWta. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: tUsh from 6f in Im AL 
■ Flbrerenri. left-hand, oiwl eoiow.-. 

ra r«un« » N of town on A449. ADMISSION: Oub 5 1 5: Tai- 
reaft Sfi (OAT member* at Diamond * TubS-l ): Viewins Beaau. 
run &iV90 bwhidinR ciuianec and mc*L CAB PARK; frr»-. 


;wb 


BUNKSBSO FUST time.- Steal ’Em i J-*iO>; Nan* Antar OV 
mtwK Rm ca ri ooe 

WINNKRS 04 LAST SEVEN DATS: Little Brer* MattanecUOl 
wnp hnf, Sanutlsy-, Northern Fen H^Ol «no oi SoahweB. Prtdaj. 
LONG- D [STANCE RUNNERS : Another Nlgttarere ( l~ r >f>. NM»- 
MOI f iift) A Bara <2 V>1 bale been sem M mikn by B McKcBw 
from LesiuhwTOw. Suaihrlyde. 


130 


SANDSTORM AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) (DtV I) £2375 added 6f 

1 litHE iawcR0Ftmaa®ftPCir«Meii7JAr««Mfi65B 

2 306633 nesEHT»fWffl8IB|CD)0Qaxran6117JtasRaak3 

3 eaoo® SIEN.-QI (95) A BWy 1 11 0_ISs« ALtadcNnKW(7) 4 B 

4 306153 nMWHB3}(B}B5matfiU)2£r.JB*Vilre*raift*V 

5 54-1233 BOUMOSU (91 (PI J Peace 129 12 MrelPwtteB 

6 0054-54 UWgWgBagW*6a3Ba<i5ailJM Mn w re tawralfl 

7 0C000D- ANPIIKR WGHlllASE 11071 (D5 RUwrt* 5910 

ifcsCWterero (ft 2 

S 0050 SttUf«MSO«MG(131CBixr(on4 9dJeVlrareiUi(ft7 
9 (Ygrai BHGTICCHff(ftUU«r59e,i7e«)_M»AII*BHftl 
ID 604306 ASTRAL BNAKR (8) (0) MS3UYW594 — IteRGflUaG 
• UfteM- 

BEnffte 61 Rk« Th* CM* 7 J Boll H*k, M LN* CaflB, 61 (MV*. 

61 Desert rerodar, 10-1 Stott tern, Asms bwdre. 14-1 ottwro 


9 31- PEBTOt POPPY (lift JFsf«Bi*381 OHanwal 

- 9 declared - 

BEnwe: W sucre Ana. M Pretort PBIW, 61 vwea Breeh. 61 ONy 
iash, 12-1 Utdt Acres, 161 Krosac. 261 <*!«* 

| CYCLONE HANDICAP (CLASS Q £8000 

added 3YD lm lDOyds 

502103 RXJT BXnAJJOH (TltQP H&rGfexS 9 ’ F(|rere(^6 

2 2-13262 HBJLHCTf (USA) [9) (Cl RKeie*0r'94 MNpMlV 

3 64522-1 OONSEBASIWfCUjraWttaasSU XMwl 

4 425024- IOWTRaiB«R(llfi|(D)PD6reis8U.--DI»«a7 

5 111133 GLOBEIBOTira 0.4) (CO) W Jcfreon 6 10 Dean MdleewB 

6 043621- CE&HA (G4I (D) M JottStti 8 9 fFAontagl 

7 122256 TBOSSELCUfttC) WU* 7 10 JBrenM(S)3V 

8 056512 toUWKADETH U9I (Dj(ta) DSnret” 10 — PFes*eyIS)4 

-SAMknd- 

MWnwn mwc <a 108 Troe wntfrap »«l^Tn MuanaWh 7u *0. 

BEn»te610onSebWlteA6ZCM4l4t. 61f^Bttln»«.a 0 6«n«re. 

61 IBbay, Uatsbfdeib. 10-1 oihen 

BSD HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8000 added 
lm 4f Penalty Value £5^472 

1 562007 lEOWIO (HO (12ft P D bare? 100 DGriMis(5l7 

3 IftJOM liAJOKO«NCEft75M®6h«e*av'55: AFaIbp9 

3 4-11124 CWHACASIlElM) K5(D)PH«£*n48 13 .4 1 Grade (7) 2 
i 143311 lEADWG SPMT (1ft (CO) C W44 5 8 13 GOdBtoia 

5 4-20235 sa»OCOiOaiS(7)(OMP»»7 811ltortlnOto«0»G 

6 113-13 H1LFWM D*NCS?{71 (C0| W ft®ame6B 7 A tart (7) 1 

7 0001-31 AIBAMA(5ft(to7fiw*5 J 8® R»teenf5>4 

8 01-5422 WOWSSIlRUAUCO) DWuR3ySren4 81 ADNy (SIS 

S 31L640 I40HTECRST0 (SO (ft R Cues 4 7 10 IBnre«(S)a 

- 9 Hectored - 

8ETmft64 LoaftngSpbtt. 7-2 Atoeka, 61 Lsrereu, 7-1 tteto's stre. 
61 drew Csrtta. «* twm Bracer. 124. <*hm 


350 


2J20 


, SANDSTORM AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) (WVff) £2*375 added 6t 

134801 um£BW(ft(C«P6araSl20f7eB.Jft'A6aau4)3 
0Q5O60- HASSAW (109) (PI B McKttar 4 116 JOreC Wni |ft S 

0000-40 TAS41DASA) (12) DCrcpraiUllO JOnROBikS 

oc«4 »»an*^«W*ftto'4uajteBa«w«io 

040COO OANC0«SlOlIX«RC?^Sl51O13,_IGi»2tewam4 

000300 UX3WffllWI45kiaaAay6104-l««Oi>raA»s8y 
040006 CH5FS 1APY (21ft J Bad?, 59 10 -JfissVRBbartS (ft 9 
OME33 0S«rtCARBB(ftlftRftrawK997ataCPeeeaA(ni 
■506030 SOUTHERK OOltMUN pO) H (D> Wts 1CXSP535,-—- 

MrWtfBii]aa(7}7 

10 444001 MllStWIG(4){QC , Ih!Jrton<91l7B)-.lli»LPeattB2B 
-lOdedsad- 

SCT7KC: 61 unto fere, 7-2 Nrataqfe M Mwiorie Rote, 7-1 Daacfcg 
tea. 61 Ladwa. Dreare Cartel, lO-lottes 

TEMPEST MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
_ £4,900 added lm 100yds 

0, HH0SUAG«Kl)E«5tjp-S910, 

OT421 YEMCE BEACH 503) CSnckS 5 3 1C IOSM&5 

SO C0fWtIWJtS)|87}U5*nle»5495.. SDraweeJ 

SO KK55H0 (21) S WCffrsS 6B tamowa«w[7JB 

{£- limEM3MH(lBft&VS*ai6386 — — ^TbtoS 

40 0«y JOSH 38ft- JH** 11 

442 SrtOGOAM [17ft R Owton 3 3 6 IftWl 

06- BOUT (lEBj R watte 3 B 1 TWBowZ 


BLIZZARD SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2,875 added im if 79yds 

60t631 M0H71BBI PAH IE) IQ N Wte 5 64 — Itoao Mdlesrei 6 


420 


IHVU — — — 

lttt-UD SAk*a(a(CO)PBMCMTawci594 LBranw* 1 

2-20461 somsicovEfiu UMaadf 794 — J> Sweeney (5) 10 

000602 FLAGSTAFF (USAj (12 ) hSuV 4 8 12 ACriirae2 

066660 NORTH AIIBAR 115) T Yfid 7 812 i>«fcCal*B)5V 

COXHt A4ME5TY BAY (21) M LHber 5 B 7 CRoOWfl 

, 306056 DAMDMKCS'QnLtft (C) AM^587 -G Faotanr (S) 7 

6 5600* £FBCACOU5(12jP€efes4 8r JBrarebfi (5)86 

4 00(3460 EMB EtiAN (48) YV G M Tuna 4 8 7 .TSpntaa 

10 65-3466 nMAP)UiBNMaea*ev987 J) Hanson 9 V 

- 10 declared - 

BEtTWft 1W Nretoere Bai, 7-2 SoWre Core, 61 Sand, 61 fceston. 
61 Rata. U-l Derid James' GM. 12-1 Nwtk Anlar, 161 otbere 

nrrfi) monsoon hatcjcap (class n £3300 

lZS25£l added 5f 

1 406242 MASRMA (14) i Beny 4 100 PPesreyfija 

2 0»J(S aWtWJUm(2B{CD)DOHpTBn7Q12 XOsmockAB 

3 235406- 50N6SHSF 1137) (D) U Stflxdir, 4 9 11 -.8 Pwhaai 2 

4 05000-1 HEffltf MATCH (l^W IJOHefti 99 WHyaell 

5 2-35136 BUMGH(MH«»UMeate4 9fl — DSwe«*yi5)» 

6 0B3662 FaCI«SDtCU«(ft|CO»teLSda69lDR»te(a»lV 

I XG&44 BOftCURGMIrtCia6)BfiOOD(n»i58tiAO«(Kl2 

3 2SXSS6 ALW(12)iai?Ui»GMEtew78lJ KFiataoG 

9 (M454 BOfTY (ft (CU) B Baugl 4 S 11 lone Weak (7,86 

10 3-11000 SUIOUAk (HOU Clft KO) P Fe^is -I B 9 -J BrretfcR (S) S 

II 7*22030 TMCl(ASnewSpt9a9BPW)|«rSB7J>Deraj»P)7 

12 (MOOCtt DBftafNf (1B1) Lfcs L S*to2* 5 7 10 ,TSW6ws3 

13 600000 I4W5WP (3) 3 Baud’ 4 * 10 DrtrCfeHnia 

-13 dnekred- 

Mrtrun W(9t ISlOty. True ewpits: Otorta- 7a gib. iftyrenp 7a 71b. 
BEIT1«: 4-1 Usrtrtn, 5-1 Fratoerctoo* Lana, 6-1 Shade* Jrej, 7-1 fe» 
« HttriL »1 TUek As Tiwm, O (a Mdi, 10-1 (rtbert 


It’s Otto 
crowned 
the king 
showman 

Genevieve Murphy 

looks at the horse 
who has become 
an equestrian hero 

IT you want u concise sum- 
ming-up of Ifs Olio’s talents 
vou need look no further than 

Geoff Billington. who has rid- 
den the 1 1 -year-old show jump- 
ing gelding for the past fi\’e 
years. "There’s nothing Otto 
can’t jump; he's a once in a life- 
time horse." Billington said. 
“I*|| never ride another (ike 
him." 

While Mary King was in 
London yesterday to collect 
the Spiller's Award as leading 
equestrian personality of the 
year. It’s Otto was on his Con- 
tinental travels, unaware that he 
had been nominated as leading 
horse. Both horse and human 
tides were derided on votes east 
by readers of Horse and Rider 
and Pony magazines, for whom 
Olio has become a favourite 
equine pin-up since finishing 
sixth (and best of the British j 
at the Olympic Games last 
war. 

Otto has no doubts about his 
star status. “He’s quite highly- 
strung. but he’s also very sen- 
sible and intelligent." Billington 
said. "The big-time atmosphere 
always works in his favour, he 
knows he’s a superstar so he riv- 
es to the occasion." 

Though he loves people. 
Otto can be distinctly bolshie to- 
wards horses - as Jenny Ellis, 
a veterinary nurse who became 
his groom at the start of the 
year, has discovered. “He'd lick 
you to death but you have to 
watch him with other horses." 
she said. "It's only because he 
wants io be king, he’s that sort 
of person." 

Ellis is now both long-dis- 
tance lorry driver and groom to 
H’s Otto and Niko on their cur- 
rent lour of five Continental 
shows: Bologna. Paris. Moorse- 
le, Dortmund and Zurich. She 
is sometimes daunted by 
thoughts of driving such 
precious cargo and she is al- 
ready devoted to her charges. 

Olio (her special favourite) 
travels well and he settles into 
temporary stabling like an old 
pro. In Paris last weekend. El- 
lis had wondered whether he 
would be upset when the rub- 
bish lip close to his stable was 
being emptied, but he appeared 
to find the performance quite 
enthralling. Witching the equiv- 
alent of the Household Caval- 
ry clatter past was another 
riveting diversion in Paris. 

Having finished third in the 
Volvo Worid Cup qualifiers at 
both Bologna and Paris on It’s 
Otto. Billington has now earned 
his place for the World Cup fi- 
nal which takes place from 30 
April to 3 May in Gothenburg. 
Barring injury, he and Otto 
will also be automatic choices 
for the British team that con- 
tests the European Champi- 
onships in Mannheim from 27 
to 31 August. 

Such an ambitious itinerary’ 
could only be dreamt about 
when Billington began riding 
Gerard Lever’s Dutch-bred 
gelding. Even a year ago. when 
everyone was wondering who 
would be ihe rider to join the 
Whitaker brothers and Nick 
Skelton at the Olympics, there 
could be no automatic as- 
sumption of team selection. 

It was not until last year, 
when It’s Otto's earnings 
reached £250,000 in prize- 
money, that the gelding estab- 
lished himself as just about the 
best show jumper in Britain. 
The hoisc who wants to be king 
had achieved his goal. 

SM1ERS AWARDS; Equestrian Penonatty 
of the year M tang Horoe of the Year: II s 
Ono. Spflfeis Diamond award: Bmish Par- 
afytripr learn. SctalatsMps: 6 Pates istow 
jawing). LBeoen rreesreee*. JGraansHwse 

TODAY'S 
NUMBER 


105 


The countries who haw so fer j 
entered the table tennis 
World Championships, in 
Manchester in April and May. 
This will make it the largest I 
entry for a sporting event in 
this country, including the 
1948 Olympic Games. 


V THE EVDEPENDEiVr 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 
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nited generate 
expectant tingle 


The 


daffodils are 
^ oui in Manchester 
‘£—">7 and with them i he 
promise of spring. 
Old Trafford. although un- 
blemished by yellow petals, will 
be suffused with this seasonal 
expectancy tonight. 

It is not just the occasion - 
the ground's first fcurwpeaa 
Champions' Cup qu'.ter-final 
since the 1960s - but the rim- 
ing which has generated the tin- 
gle of anticipation. 

Three months ago. when 
Manchester United were paired 
with Pono, there was a sense of 
foreboding at Old Trafford. By 
their standards. United were 
languishing in the Premiership 
and fortunate to have survived 
in Europe. Porto were already 
on course for a third successive 
domestic title and. in Europe, 
they had humbled Milan. 

Bui a deansing winter in Man- 
chester has heen matched by a 
murky one in Porto. Even con- 
cern over an ankle injury to Roy 
Keane cannot dim the dreams of 
a United team which is now four 
points clear in the Premiership. 
Porto, although even further 
clear in their league, have be- 
come assailed by fears. 

.Against weak opposition, the 
team have taken one point 
from the lost six. but (hat is the 
least of their worries. The club 
itself is facing disgrace. 

The last tiling Porto's chair- 
man. Jorge Pinto da Costa, want- 
ed to see when he arrived in 
England this week was headlines 
about match-rigging. He has 
enough of those at home where 
he is at the centre of a scandal. 

Briefly. Da Costa, who re- 
cently resigned as the head of 
the body which appoints Por- 
tuguese referees, is accused of 
systematically bribing and in- 
timidating the officials. One of 
the allegations, all of which he 
denies, concerns a holiday. It 
was paid for by the club. 


Glenn Moore 

looks forward to 
tonight’s European 
Cup quarter-final 

arranged by the travel agent 
brother of Antonio Oliveira, the 
current Porto manager, and 
taken by a referee. 

There is also a European an- 
gle. a piquant one in the cir- 
cumstances. Da Costa has been 
accused, by the president of an- 
other Portuguese club, of brib- 
ing the Romanian referee of 
another European quarter-final. 
12 years ago, in the European 
Cup-Winners' Cup. The oppo- 
nents were Aberdeen, the man- 
ager Alex Ferguson. Porto won. 

Ucfa, the sport's European 
governing body, has taken an in- 
terest in the allegations and in 
Portugal there is such disen- 
chantment with the game one 
group of prominent intellectu- 
als renounced Portuguese foot- 
ball and declared Lhey would 
henceforth follow Barcelona. 

This is the backdrop to Por- 
to's arrival in Manchester. Yet 
they cannot be underestimated. 
Their players are capable of 
winning without any help from 
referees. One key figure is 
Mario Jardel, the Brazilian who 
would be at Ibrox had Rangers 
managed to secure a work per- 
mit. Quick with his feet and 
powerful in the air. he is the Por- 
tuguese League's leading scor- 
er and struck twice in the San 
Sire when ftirto beat Milan. 

The other central figure is 
Jorge Costa, who achieved in- 
ternational notoriety when he 
was head-butted by George 
Wcah in the group stage. Cos- 
ta is suing Weah for alleging the 
assault followed racist provo- 
cation. Costa does not deny be- 
ing a firm tackier and his 
encounter with Eric Cantona is 
potentially explosive. 


There is a Slovenian, Zlatko 
Zahovic, a Yugoslav, Ljubinko 
Drulovic, and a dutch of oth- 
er Brazilians. They include Ar- 
tur. who matched Jardei's four 
Champions' League goals. Al- 
oisio, Lula, and Edmilson. 
There could have been a sixth 
Brazilian on show, but Emer- 
son left Porto for Middles- 
brough in the summer. -One 
wonders what he is thinking as 
he prepares, instead, to play 
Derby in tonight's relegation 
scrap at the Riverside. 

Keane, whose consistency 
shames Emerson, is “doubt- 
fur Ferguson said after his fit- 
ness test yesterday. “ I hoped he 
would have done better," Fer- 
guson said. “It did not go as well 
as we wanted. We wfl] given him 
every chance.” 

With Nicky Butt already 
ruled out, the feeling is that 
Keane will start the first leg with 
Ronny Johnsen alongside, 
while, up front. Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer will be preferred to 
Andy f*jle. 

Fer ,;ison has reminded his 
team that in Europe opponents 
can be ?t their most dangerous 
when tl'.e ball is near their own 
goal. The lesson appears to be 
sinking in. with Ryan Giggs 
saying: “A lot of the European 
sides like Porto are counter- 
attacking teams, so you have got 
to be careful about giving the 
ball away." 

The last Old Trafford Euro- 
pean Cup quarter-final was 
against Rapid Vienna in 19t>8-69. 
United, defending the title they 
had won against another Por- 
tuguese side. Bcnfica. won 3-0. 
A repeat is unlikely, but if Unit- 
ed can keep the tempo high and 
the back door shut, they should 
travel to Oporto in a fortnight 
with something to defend. 

Manchester United (pratoatea): SOvnectot 
G Nevtfte. Pansier. May. bvnn. Becfcftam. 
Johnsen. Keane. Giggs. Cenxona, So&qaer. 
Porto (prabaMay: Milano: Sergo Corcecdio. 
Jorge Costa. Atasa. Lida. PauMnho Samos. 
Edmuson. 3a hove, Anur, Ptutcwc. Jardel. 


Mario Jardel could play a key role for Porto at Old Tfcaffbrd tonight Photograph: Allsport 



dane anticipates fjord fiesta Bums confident of 

halting Rangers’ run 


Rosenborg Trondheim, who 
qualified for tonight's quarter- 
final of the European Cup at the 
expend of Milan, may yet prove 
a bogey team for Italian clubs 
but the Norwegian part-timers 
hold no fears for the Juvcnlus 
midfielder Zinedine Zidane. 

“Rosenborg shouldn't be loo 
big a problem.'' the Frenchman 
said on the eve of the first leg. 
“With all due respect, if we play 
m our best then we'll prove ihe 
holler side and go through. At 
the moment l think JuvenLus 
are the best team in Italy... and 
perhaps also in Europe." 

Few observers would argue 
with such confidence. The Sene 
.*1 leaders approach ihe match 
in Trondheim in buoyant mood- 
seven points clear of domestic 
rivals Iniemazionale and Parma. 

Zidane, who missed Juvc’s 
2-0 league win over Vicenza on 


Saturday, rerums lo the side 
along with compatriot Didier 
Deschamps to replace Alessio 
Tacchinardi and Artiiio Lom- 
bardo. The availability of the 
French midfielders partly com- 
pensates Juventus for the injury- 
enforced absence of the 
first -choice strikers. Alessandro 
Del Piero and Alen Boksic. 
Michele Padovano and Christ- 
ian Vieri play in their stead. 

Juventus arc bolstered at the 
back by the return of their first- 
choice goalkeeper. Angelo Pe- 
ruzzi. who missed the club's Iasi 
two league games. 

RosenlxKg prepared for the tie 
in CVprus. where they won two 
matches and drew one. They 
have no injury or suspension 
problems but several players - 
Jon OJav Hjelde. Roar Strand. 
Bent Skammeisrud. Harald Brat- 
ibakk. Bjorn Otco Brags tad and 


may replace Reed 


The Football .Association yes- 
terday admitted it would replace 
the referee Mike Reed for next 
week's Premiership match be- 
tween Chelsea and Leicester - 
if asked to do so by police. 

Reed caused anger among 
Leicester supporters when he 
awarded a disputed late penal- 
ty to Chelsea in last week's FA 
Cup fifth-round tie between the 
clubs and his car w as a Hacked on 
the way home to Birmingham. 

Police are concerned about 
possible repercussions and the 
safety of Reed in the return 
League game, although they 
haw no power to order a change 
of match official. The FA says it 
has had no formal request cither. 
Pari of the area normally allo- 
cated for away fans at Stamford 
Bridge is in the vicinity of the 
players' tunnel and Reed's safe- 
ty could be put in jeopardy. 

Steve Double, a spokesman 
for the FA. said: "We have hud 
no formal request from the po- 
lice - hut should wc have one 
wc would obviously pay heed to 
any request regarding the safe- 


ty aspect of things. If the police 
aisked us to change the match 
official it would be likely that we 
would heed their request. - 

Leicester have raised no ob- 
jection to Reed being in charge, 
although their manager. Martin 
O'Neill, had described the 
penalty award which led to 
Franck Leboeuf scoring Chel- 
sea's winner deep into extra 
time as “disgraceful". O'Neill 
said: “It is noL our place to make 
the decision for the authorities." 

O'Neill also backed the 
stance taken by the game's gov- 
erning body. Fifa. not to allow 
television-video evidence lo 
help referees with difficult de- 
cisions - even though its use 
might mean his side were still 
in the FA Cup. 

“On Wednesday I was ab- 
solutely Furious at the derision 
but 1 would not like to see the 
game stopped and started all the 
time because of waiting to see 
videos of incidents. While it 
might have worked in our 
favour at Chelsea, it is not a 
good idea in mv view." 


frond Egjl Soicvedt - have all re- 
ceived yellow cards. 

Meanwhile, the Borussia 
Dortmund coach, Oitmar 
Hitzfrid, has warned the club's 
fans and players against un- 
derestimating Auxerre. the Ger- 
man champions' opponents in 
another of tonight's European 
Cup quarter-finals. 

Hiudeld expressed surprise 
yesterday that the first-leg match 
was not yet a sell-out. “The dif- 
ficulty of our task is being totally 
underestimated in Dortmund." 
Hitzfcld said. "I can't under- 
stand the fans who are leaving 
us in the lurch now." 

The coach rates the French 
champions highly, despite the 
fact they are having a poor sea- 
son. Auxerre He seventh in the 
league and were knocked out of 
the French Cup on Friday. 

Dortmund will be without 

Zenga to join 
Revolution 
in America 


Waller Zenga. the former in- 
temazionale and Italy goal- 
keeper, is to play in .America's 
nationwide professional league. 
Major League Soccer, with 
New England Revolution. 

The 37-year-old, currently 
with Padova, said yesterday 
that he had agreed a two-year 
contract with the Boston club. 

Zenga will he joining up 
with another former Padova 
player, the American interna- 
tional defender Aiexi Lalas. 
“I'm looking forward lo a new 
experience." Zenga said. 

Zenga spent 13 seasons with 
the Milan team before trans- 
ferring to Sampdoria in 1994. He 
joined Padova in Sene B last year. 
One of the most experienced 
Italian goalkeepers, he won 5S 
caps with the national team. 

Zenga has been preceded in 
America by other Italian vet- 
erans such as Roberto Don- 
adoni and Giuseppe Galderisi. 


Matthias Sammer, ruled out 
with a calf injury. The libero, 
Europe’s player of the year, sus- 
tained heavy bruising in Ger- 
many's friendly with land m Tel 
Aviv last weelt He missed Dort- 
mund's 4-1 Biwdestiga win over 
I860 Munich on Saturday and 
has been told to rest for 10 days. 

Hitzfeld is also deprived of 
the captain. Michael zorc, be- 
cause of suspension, and Julio 
Cesar and Steffen Freund 
through injury. 

Auxerre must do without the 
striker Steve Marie t and de- 
fender Franck Rabarivony, who 
are both sidelined with injuries. 
But the main concern of the 
coach, Guy Roux, is the form of 
midfielders, Moussa Saib and 
Sabri Lamouchi. "'We've got a 
real playing problem," Roux 
said. “We need the playmakers 
to return to form." 


Tommy Burns yesterday insist- 
ed Celtic can pnt an end to a 
nine-match run against Rangers 
without a win - six defeats and 
three draws over the last 22 
months . 

The Celtic manager believes 
his side will win tomorrow's Tfen- 
nents Scottish Cup quarter- 
final at Parkhead. “Never once 
in the past two seasons have we 
been outplayed in these games," 
he insisted. 

"If anything, we’ve outplayed 
Rangers on several occasions 
and only the brilliance of Bri- 
an Laudrup or Paul Gascoigne, 
or our defensive errors, have 
been derisive. 

“We have not defended prop- 
erly against Rangers in the past 
and we must defend properly on 
Thursday night. If we do well 


have a real chance because we 
have players who can score 
goakand we believe .we can-beat 
any team in this country.” 

Burns has enjoyed jiist two 
victories from 13 games against 
Rangers during his Parkhead 
management, with the last a 
3-0 success at Hampden on 7 
May 1995. 

Burns will leave it late to 
name his side, but Enrico An- 
noni looks like filling the right- 
back position as he plays in an 
Old Firm match for the first 
rime after bis arrival from 
Roma. 

Richard Gough is giving 
Rangers cause for concern be- 
cause of a calf injury, and Wal- 
ter Smith is already without Paul 
Gascoigne, Sebastian Rozental 
and Stuart McCall. 


Little’s fear of Filbert Street 


Brian Little, the Aston Villa 
manager, is anticipating anoth- 
er coid reception when he re- 
turns to his former club. 
Leicester, for tonight's key 
Premiership game. 

Little suffered the brickbats 
of City fans when he resigned 
at Filbert Street in November 
1994 before moving to Villa 
Park as Ron Atkinson's suc- 
cessor a few days later. He was 
greeted with placards pro- 
claiming him as a “Judas" on the 
only other previous occasion he 
has taken Villa to Leicester, 
which was barely a fortnight af- 
ter his appointment. 

Little, who still lives in 
Leicestershire, said: “The re- 
ception I had last time was ar- 
guably as hot as anyone has ever 
had to endure in football and 
the ferocity of it surprised me. 
I still gel a bit of stick now and 
then but time heals. I don't think 
the reception will be as hostile 
this Lime bull don’t think all the 
Leicester City supporters will 
have forgotten the situation.” 

With three of the top four 


sides in the Premiership com- 
peting in Europe this week. Vil- 
la are looking to cement their 
own claims for a Uefa Cup place 
after Sunday's crucial victoiy 
over Liverpool. Ten points from 
the last four matches has ele- 
vated Villa to fifth position, but 
Little is keen noL to lose the ad- 
vantage gained from beating 
Liverpool. 

Little said: “The most im- 
portant thing is to follow up re- 
sults like that one on Sunday. We 
know it will be a difficult game 
at Leicester for all sorts of dif- 
ferent reasons but we want to get 
into that top four at some stage 
and achieve the place in Europe 
wc are looking for." 

Villa will check on the fitness 
of Steve Staunton, who re- 
turned against Liverpool after 
a spell out with an ankle injury 
for the firsi 45 minutes before 
being replaced. 

Leicester, who again have 
doubts over Ian Marshall and 
Steve Claridge, are not looking 
like relegation candidates. Sat- 
urday's 3-1 win at Wimbledon 


took them to the 33-point mark, 
nine short of the safety target set 
by their manager. Martin 
OTJeDL But there are crucial 
battles facing Nottingham For- 
est, Southampton and Mid- 
dlesbrough, three of the four 
sides languishing at the bottom 
of the table. 

The goalkeeper Mark Cross- 
ley returns after a one-match 
suspension for Forest's match 
against Sheffield Wednesday 
while the midfielder Ian Woan 
is still suspended. Chris Bart- 
Williams and Kevin Campbell 
are ruled out through injury. 

Middlesbrough, who take on 
Derby County at the Riverside 
in a dress rehearsal for Satur- 
days FA Cup quarter-final at 
the Baseball Ground, welcome 
back the defenders Nigel Pear- 
son and Curtis Fleming after in- 
jury. Derby’s veteran central 
defender, Paul McGrath, who 
has been rested for the last two 
matches, may be recalled. 

Southampton, heartened by 
their 1-0 victoiy at Newcastle at 
the weekend, face Everton. 




CAY 


FIXTURES 


otbatl 

i unless 

OPEANCUP 
(HER -FINALS FIRST-LEG 
: v Aliebco Madrid 


•sla Dortmund v Auxerre 

chaster Uld w Porto 

fntejtg Tmndhetm v Juventus 

ARUNG PREMIERSHIP 

«ee w Blackburn 17.451 — ..... 

fsier v Aston Vina (7.45) 

Hcsbraugh v Derby (7.45J _ 

n Forest w Sheffield Wed (7-45) _ 
JtamptM V Evwton 


QNWTDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
f DIVISION 

shatter City v Portsmouth (7.45)..., 

a v primsby (7.45) — - — 

! Bromwich * Southend (7.4S) 

•S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
D DIVISION 
n Rows v Afloa 


BRO TROPHY Third roond replay: V. 

■fii v Cotwyn Bay. 

AHTCNS LEAGUE tlfflclland DNtejon: 

Town v Rmrtwil TOW. (< 451; rS«« 
rs v Sotthtf! Borough. 
tfFlX DIRECT LEAGUE Promto DM- 
y rw Town v OupponTam Town ( i 
rjjjdd uov Ba*wefl (Jut VUestwry Ifrst 
tkJ Down 17.451. 


UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier DMston: ten- 
op AucMaM v ufieron Town i7.45i. Rrst Di- 
vision: Bradford Part. Avenue v Gretna. 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First Di- 
vision: Srmfei « Seise*: Wtwenaw*' i Langncy 
Scons. John O'Kara League Cup (ourth 
round: SaUflean uid v Hassocks i7.15‘. 
IMNSTONlEAD KENT LEAGUE first Dimm 
CanfcrtWb Cnyn Furness i?.45>. 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier DMeien: Soaking vMuriees Black- 
yon*. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pr®. 
utter Division: Hinam v Arnold Town. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First D*- 
vWok Preax* Cades v Hotter CM &mv (7.4Si: 
Rossendae DM » Atherton Cornws. 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Divi- 
sion: Sudbury Town v Hadiegh Uld (7.451. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Chnstchurdi v 
Poasmoutn RN. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORIHEW LEAGUE 
Fktt Division: Dutston Pcder.tfion Brr\uef> v 
Cwsan; v ujKbonxjgn Tcwr. 

TWINS LEAGUE Prerttor Division: Oldham 
t Tranmera 1 7.0) fa! StaWw Jge COKtCJ. Brat 
Dtvfakm: v Preston (7. Or; Hu<J- 

fenArid •, Sheffield Uld <7.0); Hons Cewiy 
•• Wo*.« 1 7.0): W«l Bromwich v Sunderland 
■ ».0i ior HaKsomen Tam. Second DMsfon: 
Burney v Bratfow Crt> rt.l Si: SnrBMtJuiy v 
Cariisj* i7 0;: Smaon v row iB.45i. nwd 
0M9ion: Bury v Scarwjroutfi l7.0i: Chester 


» Cenrtdon i7.0t; Wafead v Scunwpe (7 O’-: 
Wigin v Doncaster iT.Oi. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION First 
Division: Bournemouth v MHiwail '2.0*: 
Chart! cm v Luton '2.0i: Swindon v Bristol Crty 
>2.0i. League Cup: Arsenal i Norwich i2.0>; 
OfcW U!3 v Bristol Powers 1 7.301 . Pftrsrwutn 
•i Crysut Palace i7.o.-. 

FA YOUTH CUP Fifth rwnd: Li»4s led 'Tran- 
mew Rovers >7 O'. 


Rugby League 


RUGBY LEAGUE Second Division; Bomteyv 
toiii <7 Mi. 

Rugby Union 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: East tMana v Bar- 
barians i3.0i fat iycKnaeipcom. 

CLUB MATCH: Royal Navy v CarrtJMge Un- 
•jwsey (6.0» rat l>$ Rvarraurm. 

Basketball 

BUDWBSER LEAGUE: leaser Rkksy New 
casae Eagfos (8.0): London Towers v Crystal 
Palace !8 Oi. 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Engfrsn women’s f«K«a! mowr 
aiarrgwrahio (Yort-I 

BOXING: ABA finals iHxnrJi tnaoa Arena. 
Bomiiignafni. 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 


FA CarHag Premiership 

a Arsenal « Noojngram Forest —..J. 

2 Leeds v Ererton 1 

3 SurvJeflane v Manchesiw United ....2 
Also playing (not on coupons): Coven- 
Try City v Letcfisr&r Coy. Monday: Liverpool 
v 'Jeweasfle. 

FA Cup quarter-finals (not on coupons): 

□eqy-.'Middlesarough. Sunday: Chester- 
fek! v '.viemam. floGsmo-nh v Cheiasa. 
Sheffield Wednesday v Wimtuedon. 

Nationwide Footbafl League 
First DfvtofOB 

A artnirigjiam ■/ Soutnend 1 

5 Boton v Swindon 1 

6 Bradford 'Siy v Gnmshy -1 

7 Charon v Crystal Palace 2 

8 Manchester OiyvOtdJwm ...J 

9 Mawicn City v Port Vate 1 

ID Ostorfl y West Bro»n — JL 

11 QPP. v Hstodertfieid - 1 

12 S;t>r£ v iDSWich .1 

13 Wof.es v Tranmere - 1 

Frtdpy! Bangley v Sheffield Wfl. 

Second Division 

34 Burnley v PeterDorsugh 1 

IS Gllfl'-gnam v Watford 

<«ri 


IS Luton v PJUlwaH 

X 

39 Tetford v SBou^i 1 

37 Notts County v Crew* 

....1 

40 WWOngv Macclesfield 2 

TflfflKnts Scottish Cup flftti roond (not 
on cottons): Faihri, v Rath, Morion v K)l 
mamoch. Dundee UW v MotherweO. 


...3 





BeFaSctrttiahLaa^ie (notoncoapons) 
PreBjar ptvfadon: Hibernian v Dunferm- 
line. First Division: Raruck v Airdne. 

22 Wycomoe v Bristol Rouere 

...J. 

Third Division 


Second Division 

«• Ayr v Queen of the South 1 

25 Clwsserv Barrier 

....1 

42 Clyde v Stranraer ... J( 

43 Dumbarton v Berwick T 

27 Fulham v Scwtmnsu^i — 

-.1 

...J2 

44 Lwinjpton y Stonhousemuir i 

Also ptayfirg (not on coupons): Harm- 



Third Division 

45 ADoavAtoon Rowers X 

30 MansfleWv Cardiff 

M.Jt 

32 Scunthorpe v Cartste 

,.J2 

46 Arbroath v Rvfar~ j 

47 Montrose v Fiwt Stirilnu i 

34 TortKMQr v Darlington 

Friday: Cantonflgp Uld v Colchester. 

GM VauxbaS Conference 

35 Kidderminster v Halifax 

...1 

...J. 

48 Queen’s Rarfc v tmem^s CT 

49 Ross County v Ccwdenbeath___.j. 

Four Iteiwrt: Qjtfora unJ v West Btoowrttfi, 
Ttok v Buckood. Mansfield V Cardiff, Oyde 
v Stranraer. w 

^av»^M«Khe3terUai,CrysaF«ace. 
enandord. Cause, MacdcsMd. 
ftnhoiwra: Arsenal. Leeds. Boltoi. W*«s. 

36 Serin nor. v FamDonxigh 

37 Stalyflnflge » 4itrmcham 

...Jl 

..i 

38 SOBienage v Nontmtoi 

-JC 

Bvrnjw. Chester, Fufiam. WddemuiBter, 
Aw. Montnae. 







( Beforothe start^ 0ne 

. season irv Melbourne on Sunday, 
DeHck Ailsop talks to the Scot who 
aims to become the UK's No 1 driver 

iared, beforeSunsiqr’frbpea- 
TOp .race inMribourae. to kiw- 


Eat Damon H31, enterDgvid 

Q>ultliar± Thau at least isthe 
way itwoukTseem and the way 
the latter would haveiit. •. 

HDTs unceremonious shunt- 
tag info Formula Ctofi’s sidings 
means the drivers’ chamm-. 
onsfrjp wffl change bmids this 
-year. So, UXXwiU tfietoFcb of 
the United Bangdcrai’s leading 
driver. ' ' : . 

. . No«?thatinaysmadcofbe-". 
ing dammed with feint praise, 
.man arena where, weare told 
cnfywinmiigcounGjiuttiie tag 
of the nation's No I & much 
coveted. It bolsters the egp, car- 
ries kudos and wields' com- 


ffie dianrpkjnshjp and bdiiev- 
ing that is possible. Sure,, the 
Wfifiams wiD still be good, 
-Benetton 'will be strong, and 
MkhaeL Schumacher wffi get 
thebesioutofthe Rarari Bot 
anything canhappen." 

Not, tbougb. a successful 
ebampumship defence by HilL 
“No, I can’t see Damon being 
able to do that,*’ Cbolfhard said. 

. So we oomu to the questkxi 
of natiocai succession- Johnny 

Herbert is stuck in the middle 

merciai clout. It dan Jdso *' lane with. Saui>er, even if he 
generate the kind of momen- does have Fetrail power this 


turn that conveyed HUB, and 
Nigel Mansell beforti him, adJ 
the way to the world tide. 

Il doesnot take abright25- 
y ear-old to work that out, but 
since Coulthard has . inteUf- 
gence and youth on his side, he 
might well be able to make the 
most of this opportunity. • _ 

- -- He wifl alsoDe aware tbathis 
first concern must be to match 
and then beat his teanMnate at 
McLaren-Merccdes, the Firm, 

Mika Hakkiaen. Few question 

Hakkinen's pace or courage, 
but some wonder about his 
judgement- Others wonder 
about Cdulthard. 

. One team boss suggested re- 
cently: “It’s not goingiohap- 
pen fbr him, and if he gets 
blown away by Hakkinei), 
which I believe will happen,' 
.Cduhbard’sMstoiy." ; 

Thatishowhnita] it isinR>r- 
1 mala One. However, another 
/senior team of- 
ficial, who is 
prepared to be 
named, Patrick 
Head,the tech- 
'hic^directarof 
Wniianw, envis- 
ages- the 
possibility of a 
different’ 
scenario-. ~ 

- ' Head, 

'worked with the. 

Scot in 1994 and 
•1995 and once 
declared his 
“dream team" 
to be Michael 
Schumacher Cotdthanfc Competitive car 

and Coulthard, 


season, and, as Eddie Irvine is 
not allowed to overtake Schu- 
. inaefasr, the UK tifle is there 
for Cnulthard’s raking. .... 

“Toafs the situation. and 
the responsibility I relish," be 
said. *Tm a proud Scot and a 
proud Brit, and ft would be an 
honour to fiy the flag for the 
whole country. ■ 

“Both Damon and Nigel 
have exqpyed the privilege: and 
advantage of that .positioa 
You draw on the support and 
^undoubtedly it gives yon lift I 



said: “1 don’t necessarily see it 
going all Mika's way. If this 
McLaren is quick, and the in- 
cficaticms are that knKybe, tiien 
it wouldri't surprise me Davfel 
was quicker than Hakkinen." 

- He expMffidthat Qxdthard 
' preferred aqtncker, “ttuo^car 
toons which was unpredictable: 
and undermined his confi- 
dence. " 

Wnffir testing has encour- 
aged Coulthard to believe that 
the car, no longer bearing the 
colours of Marlboro but a sil- 
ver livery and the name of th dr 
new sponsor. West, will be 
quick. “I wouldn't go so far as 
to saw We have solved all our 
problems, but we have made 
encouraging progress," is 
CoulffiarcFs carefully balanced 
. assessment .. 

lie feels less restrained by 
political correctness in con- 
sidering his relationship with 
Hakkmen. “We're team-mates 
and there’s no real problem, in 

- a working sense, bin. we’re not 

friends and he makes do par- 

ticular attempt to be friendly. 


ally help me hi (he same way. 
HopefoUy; the car will be denn- 
petitive enough to make that 
possible and I will be able to 
respond. 

“Of course' it means more 
pressure when yon have not 
only your team but your.cpim- 
try looking 
for you to 
produce the 
godds, but it 
ensures there 
is no compla- 
cency. Some- 
times when 
you.are notin 
a position to 
win; your 
Eg form can dip 
a little and 
you need a- 
kick up the 
backside. 

“I’m nor 
afraid 1 of 
pressure and 
it's nothing 
anyway. Yon 



new to me 
couldn't have a much higher 
level of pressure than I bad 
when I first came into formu- 
la One and was pat mto the car 
left l»y the best driver in the 
world .. . . 

“l oouldn’t fiU Ayrton Sen- 
na’s shoes, '.but the spotlight 
was on me and 1 believe 1 came 
through that reasonably well 
By the end tif the following 
season Td got my first grand 
prixwin and was quicker than 
Damon.” . 

His first season, with 
McLaren fodk him out of the 
spotlight, while Hill went on to 
claim the championship. An- 
other season, another ! ball 
game. And, he would have 
you believe, another 
Coulthard.' 

He said; “I honestly, feel 
better prepared for this season 
titan any. in the pasL I’ve 
. worked at my fitness, trained re- 
aHy hard and feel \ have so. 

much energy. I really am eager 

to get on wrth it. now. 

Until we actually start zac- 


. That doesn’t bother me. In fart, ingwe can’t, know exactly 
I think itTs a bit of a compli- where we are in relationship 
menL lt raeans he respects me. 


“He is highly regmded and 

certainly he’s quick. But even 

in my first season for the team 

last year, when I was rather in- 

consist eot. I made considerable 

.progress on him and, overall,. 

was only about two-tenths- of a 

second down on him. I know i 
can improve on that” 

Head goes on to- say: 
“McLaren may win a race, but 


where we are in. relationship 

with the other teams, but I cer- 

tainly believe we .won't be too 
far away from the best 
“My goalisfbhcin a'post- 
tion to win races and start 

winning them ah a regular ba- . 

s3&Vypudodik then you don’t . 
have to ieoxb? about the cham- 
pionship, because that will 
come anyway. 

• "Butfornow aU f want and 
neediofilinkabdnt isradqgat 


rdbesuaprKedif theywoo the the front, ^aritl showing I can 
eban^ionship” Thai, appears competewifo thesegir^ be- 
to be the consensus of opinion ’ causa When the lights go out I 
within the sport. GouUhard '^gfflun^beli^Icantun 
does not argue, yetis not pre- -lhebestarid beat the best,” 

Schumacher a ‘prima donna’ 


Ron Walker, di ainn an of the 
Australian Grand Prix- Cor- 
poration, labelled MicEael 
Schumacher as an overpaid 
“gocKl-toolM&prima- donna" : 
yesterday. ratoe’acriBionteus * 
txjM^fo&mday’sgrandprix 

• VWker began ^'.verbal ; 
asauh-pn theFSrrari driver 
on Monday after lhe German '. ' 
had ^jparently criticised the 
Afoert park circuit. ^Yesterday 
he appeared on Australian 
television backing - his .de- ' 
scripu'on of the docile world 
Champioiiwbp, hesakl'WBs 
scared.of Jacques WUeoeuve 
of Canada winning this year's 


titterace. Schumacher, who is 
oxl : holiday in Queensland, 
did not respond to Walker’s 
tirade. ' ~ 

Exp ect, better from a 
sporfenfen of Schumacher’s 
eaUire, who I believe earns in 
cpocess'ofSSOiB {£19mj a year; 
than id blame our worid-dass 


world, ’’ hesakL 
Schiunacher had fc 
quoted on Monday as sa; 
the- Albert Park traefc 
“aotiung spedaT and cod 
bmnxiyed^botfa with ‘gre 
safety: measures arid be 
overtaking opportunities 


O 
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sport 



CRKHCEt: England have; to settle for tied one-day series as New 


f • ••- 



, + u contain Germon and promote Fleming 

Zealand dispense with capt ain wim — ^ ^ 

S Africa 
humbled 
by wrist 
of Warne 


: ; MARK BftLDWflN ' ■ ' , • 

' :report£ftbm Wfedfington - v • " 

: 

New Zfeafcfraf win £y 2B runs 
Micha^ Atherton insstedtfiat 

- “obfecti«KJiaclbeen achieved” 
ia New Zealand, despite defeat 
fa y^arat iay’giiftb and final one- 
day vnteroatiooal which meant 
flwit ' t frp aeries was tied 2-2. 

■ 'ru^.'C.KTlorut r-anfarn mwarrk 


■ tendency is to step off the gas, 
.a ikflq tut. Thafs not an excuse. 
It’s a pretty disappointing end 
bnt generally things have gone 
welt for us here. We’ll go home 
on a higjh ratherthan on alow.” 
; His counterpart, New Zear 
land’s captain Lee Germon,. 
. was rewairiedfor two successive 

one-day wjnswiihthc sack. The 
mcketiceepea^bataixm, who has 
been captain in all 22 Tfesis he 
-has nlainti»u»lmiUiliiTnlil< 


yw cauiA/ uu uvuut w 

uBi buc in.1995, becomes the first 
New Zealand skipper to be 


’t. 

I*i 

■Vi 


- tIDS.Z-vyH3Uiy W 

as the most important business 

- offto'tdra 1 - and hfi emphasised 
♦hat - F.ng land-'did not actually 

-! ]ase-the one-da^&ries.-. : 
“New'ZealasidVare a more 
^hnn ^capable bge-day side," 

. Atherton Sai&tvTbey fought 
'.m backwe^after^Qiag 2-0 down 
“‘^nd were feeling 

■; : • a birffMfd -atihfcTehd'trf a long 
When you aretwoupin 
ypriwa and yon can’t lose and 

•' "i wJI the 


Crowein 1988. 

Germon has paid the price 
for the Kiwis" defeat in the Tfest 
series. The convenorof selec- 


, nus L>yKa,naiiicuu»---- . 

:-o!d Stephen Fleming to 
sa d the ade in two T est s a g ahtst 
Sri T -anVa, the first oTwhich 
starts in Dunedin on Friday. - 
“There , was a. . Jot of soul 
searching and really .it’ came 
down to form, whidi is the cri- 
tom we*ve tried to use through- 



out'the season. That’s the bot- 
tom lme,” Dykes said, 

V England struggled to raise 

their game at theBasm Reserve 
yesterday, bowling poorly hi 
parts during New Zeala n d s 
^ far 8, fielding scrappfly in 
rison with their recent 
and then batting in a 
substandard • fashion. Once 
again, the® found the slow 
metfinm. pace , of Chns Harris 
difficult to. ret away. Harris 
conceded only 22 runs from his 
ID-over spell, and also took the 
-rocket of Nasser Hussain. 

Gavin Larsen, who was.New 
Zealantfsother main bowling 
weapon, had John Crawley lbw 
- for 11 and finally snuffed -but 
England’s hopes of victory by. 
having Graham. Thorpe 
stumped for 55. The Surrey left- 
hander was ninth . out as he 
charged anctswang in dewier- - 
atiom The. man of the match, 

Nathan Astle, added to his m- 

ldqas.of 94 by picking up the 
. rockets of Jack Russell and 
Ctaig White in three baDsto fin- 
ish. with 2 for 26- 

Crawkv.and Russell, who 
was playing only his eighth, 
daw’scricket in three and * half 
•. months, were drafted in as 
• Enriandteorganised then line- 
up because- of Nick 'Knights 
.broken finger and Dominic 
Cork’s hamstring strain. 

Andy Caddick was the pick 
of England's bowlers, although 

the ofespiriner Rtfoeit Croft fin- 
ished bis highly successful de- 
but tour with another very 
competent spell. 

' At one stagfc New Zealand 
appeared to be heading for a 
. toSafarotmd 250, but England 
; Tieve^tookedcapable of matoh- 
ing their eventual score of 228 
-even though Aihertxm enjoyed 
several moments of outrageous 

go^ fortune. He was bovdedby 

a no-ball, from the second de- 
livery of theinmngs.and several 
times inside-edged just past bis 
stumps and h*t strokes just 
short or wide of fielders. 

Atherton was eventually run 

out after taking 82 balls to 



NEIL MANTHORP 


t.Lin g.Stwsteriay Photograph: Chris Turvey/bmpics 


_ q! „ ax and. after a ex- played a ball towards midwick- 

jaScsKss aaisgs gpss 


between the hard-hitting Dar- 
ren Gough and Caddick en- 
abled England to avoid a 
heavier margin of defeat. 

■ Nick Knight’s shattered 
knuckle joint is being held to- 

Vnlohl was 


at the base of his left index fin- 
ger-broken in three places dur- 
fng Sunday’s fourth one-dav 
international. The healing 
process is expected to take six 
weeks, but Warwickshire fear 
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reports from Johannesburg 
South Africa 302 & 130 
Australia 628-8 dec 
Australia win by an innings & 

196 runs 

The irresistible wrist spin bowl- 
ing of Shane Whme and 
Michael Bevan yesterday 
brought an early conclusion 
for Australia on the final morn- 
ing of Lhe first Test with victo- 
ry over South Africa by an 
innings and 196 runs. 

South Africa, 302 behind on 
first innings, collapsed from 
their overnight 99 for 4 to 130 
all out in just over an hour, los- 
ing the last five wickets for 
three runs in five overs. It was 
the first time South Africa had 
lost by an innings in 33 years. 

Warne removed the remain- 
ing specialist batsmen, Jacques 

Kallis and Jonty Rhodes, to fin- 
ish with 4 for 43 and Bevan pol- 
ished off the rest of the innings 
for his tally of 4 for 32. 

When the fifth-wicket pair 
Kallis and Rhodes resumed at 
the start of the day. they held 
firm for 10 overs untD Rhodes 
was trapped leg ^ 

Wame for eight* Shaun Pollock 
and Kallis were together for a 
further six overs before wime 
bowled Kallis round his legs for 
the innings top score of 39. and 
from that point South Africa s 
destiny was sealed. 

Soum AMca won loss , 

SOUTH AFRICA - 302 {WJ 

Cronie 76. D J fcewmteon 72noj. 
iusniAm - M Inn*^ 

IG S Btewett 214. S R Wau^i 160. M G 
Bbon 85). 

SOUTH AFRICA - Second Innings 
(DwmWit 99 W4> „ 

j N Rhodes low b Wan* 

S M PoiocK run out........... ^ 

L NusttWf c 2 

,D J Rchartson c HajOen 0 Bevan— - 

A A Donald b Bewn — -”S 

p R Adams b Be*ui - 'i 

Extras (04 102) 

A- 130 

n nanUmf iiiAnth iO*5 , 17 , Oi GiBcspc 

1^3-32. 

4' S WBujJi 4-1-4-lJ M WteuiJ' l-O-4-O. 
Uuniros: C J Mitchley ISA) and S 
Venkaiamghavan (Irxfl. 



Boldon: Self-deprecatory 


However wdl.Ato Boldonper- 

foniEalfhisweekeTursworiaiD-- 

door championshipsm Paris, Iw 
wfll be the talk of the town. And, 

as is his wont, Boldon -who is 

most likely to perform ^cm- . 

ninety wen -wffl do much of toe 

talkmg himself. * __ - 

. Tbe 22 ryear-okifrom rontdad 

and Tobago, who came away 
from last summer’s Olympics 
with bronze medals at 100 and 
200 metres and the promise of 

even better things to com&, telks 
like he rtms. The words and ideas 

pour out with bewOdermg ra- 
nkfitv, the attitude veeru® be- 

KSano^andMgS 

Having Bved m toe Umted 
States since 1988, Boldop b at 
ease with toe kind of “conver- 
sation as toera^ to popularon 

that side of toe Atlantic. Bui 

there is aseK-deprecatotymsunct 


in Boldon that makes you Eke 

him just as you are preparing to 

rHcmkx him as a loudxnouftt. 

Tike his behaviour aitoe re- 
cent indoor grand prix event in 
Birmingham, where he won toe 
60m and 200m in 6-49sec and 
2035, times that were respeo- 
tively best equal and best in toe 
wood this year. Afterwards he 

pointed out that he had run so 

badtyxnlm previous two indoor 
meetings this season that he 

had begun to wonder if he had 

wbai it took to run an toe boanfe. 
“I was beginning to think, 

: Fm an outdoor guy, 
fm getting complacent, 
mwwsTm getting paid too much 
now’.” - ' . . 

Hadbe ran as badfy ag?m^ he 
he would have finisbed his 
hvtn nr season toere and then and 
coixsDtraied on preparing for 


did was right But I'm not so sure 

that if I got a questionable false 

start and saw a lifetime chance 
slipping away, I wouldn’t do 
what Linford did. 

“More than anything else m 
toe 100 m, emotion is what runs 
highest, not logic. Linford’s was 
an emotional response so Ive 
never held him culpable for il 
B oldon’s reception when he 
returned to his home country 
with his Olympic medals had a 
profound effect. “They re- 
sponded as if it was two golds, 

ty of too much soul-searching- van, he said. “Not having won any- 

come to tom through much soul- Boldon ana Tfinidad's last notable victory 

-TK.V^mfA.eham- up two days afterwards as _tuey _ ^^e le y Crawford in the 

1976 Olympic 100m final - has 
been inspirational to a young 
man who prides himself on his 
knowledge of sprinting statistics. 
“How many men have run 


Mike Rowbottom detects the sound of 
youthful brilliance at this weekend s 
world indoor athletics championships 

this summer’s outdoor world van Bailey, is something BoldOT 

Sfejssss 

STICK’S'. 

attar®*' 


3oldon and Christie made 
up two days afterwards as they 
prepared for a round of toe 
200m. “We made eye contact and 

t«» r^mw. im m me and said: ‘Nun 




Boldon can run 9.90 at 22, whajt 
might he manage in the future : 
After all Christie was 32 when 

he won his Olympic tide. “One 

of my heroes is Muhammad 
Ah'," Boldon says. “But 1 don t 
know whether he talked to con- 
vince toe public or himself. 
Whichever applies to Boldon. u 

he continues to match words with 

deeds, he will win a lot more 
medals. Starting in Paris. 

■ Sonia McGeorge has pulled 

out of the British team for the 
“tsmowieogdsj^- ■ « . d chajnp ionships. 

The proposed flmchaUeuge ^ 2 “ ^, ld , due to run in 

in May between the Olympic 100 i ne y h been 

JHnn™ rhnmniiins. BaJey after com- 

ine down with illness. She will 
not be replaced. Sweden s for- 
mer high jump world record 

. . ■ :i. c;»lvni has also 


sub - 10 seconds and sub -20 for 
100 and 200 ?" be asks rhetori- 
cally. “There are but five. I am 
the youngest. And 1 have toe 
fastest one-day double - when 1 
ran 19.85 and 9.94 inLausaime 
last year. That's the kind of stun 
that nobody else knows, where 

I can draw my confidence from. 

At Rich moments, Boldon 
seems at one with H G Wells Mr 
Lewisham, nursing his ambition 
as he reflects on toe maxim: 
“Knowledge is Power”. 


Ui ifjaj www- w- v- i 

and 200m champions, Bailey 
and Michael Johnson, has dear- 
ly aggravated toe double bronze 
medallist, who plans to break Bai- 
ley’s 100m world record of 9.84 
in April, “just to throw a mon- 
key wrench in toe works”. 

Preposterous? Possibly. But if 


mer mgn jump 7 *"““-- 
holder, Patrik Sjoberg, has also 
pulled out after a winter 
plagued by calf trouble. 


SPORT! N G DIGEST 



Robinson facing lay-off 


with him through ari agent and 
have told him that they want ban 
to play as a centre ln Sydray. 
The future of Wigan could be 

derided today with both the dub 

chairman. Jack Robinson, and 
the Wigan Athletic chairman, 

gSSffiwfifSS 

°°Bramley^ who give Mick 


Rugby League 

Wigan’s Jason Robinson 
be out of action fortwo mortfo- 
but is still wanted by South^yd- 

ney when his contract enures m 
June, writes Dawd Haiffidd. 

Robinson is to have a fortoer 

examination tomorrow on toe 

ankle he injured m toe 

ly against Castleford on Sunday 

ft is feared that there rowed from men new —^*.*-3 

ligament damage which com his debut in the opening 

force a long lay-off. e ^ their Second Dwision 

There has been more ted ^ )na ^ nst Yorktoi^, ^ 

news for Wigan, in thattbe g^^wo more rf Leeds 
Australian Rugby ^ youngsters on )oan : 

to have no intention of canceffii® ^^ouy and David Gibbons 

toe contract that conm*-*. j 0 j,jing Bramfof ona 

Robinson to leaving England this tOTporaxy basis, so that 

summer. ^ niebv. 

Souths have been m contaci 

Henley ]urelorR ec, ^ rave 

“ _ , *i,an- nailed a ne 

Rowtaig 


m 


Hj-ober they needed a new 
■■ — and toe coxless four. 


_ SSItoSretemAtianta, 

Steve Redgrave seems likely to .jApA fae right motivation. ^ 
row at the Henley Royal Fto- four wfll be select^ 

esaassw 

events from si^e scuDs to foins. . . t ^; C year. One of the prac 
but the GmS: which, b for JJJjj Henl^ 
eights and islhen»st seroorroce b aiming at 

aregan^toseluttedhito- ^ M jq «d« to 

Redgrave said m 199s he jJSojvbyvnimhsthf finai 110 ^ 
■would not compete at Hentey 5 add to bis ooH^aon. 

again as he planned , °. re ®]! 

after the Atlanta Olympics but W crew in next month s Bc^ 
he has rescinded that dcaaon Race< j» could.be a chance, to go 
and will pursue another gold Qh/mpic gdW again tntbe 
medal ai d* 2000 Sj-dnqr ^gX^alllaSta- 

Olympics. He and his pans port- tebrot hers won a bronze, 
tier, Matthew PhisenL decided iei*™«- 


American foattril 

VtatorMuhanmadwffl 

Muhammad, In 199^ndl9^ 

as Victor Ebubefie and tte*. 

1995 and 1996 seasons as VtoorX 
EhubetBke. “When you are mtnei®- 
tkm ottelam, theX « an mtenm staga 
befere you are able i» 
name. I have row earned and mewed 
my Muhammad* he explained. 

Open Championships 

her of Britt* aeedsin hwdwy 

Beck and Joanne Dawes, the rwooirai 

women’s 

SRSStBSdSSSSE 

ofishtos take place on U-1S Merai er 
the National Indoor Arena m Bmwnfi- 
ham. 

BaskatbaB 

^ to mrfnten fr»kcwn We 
Slratkins. 

tor scorinfi, avar^ng 24 ' Ky 
Swaamamn 106 New Jacey its- 


<• cwm a leads q lew Cup fcw g Oy 



nwt HBMCBStte (A HmaQl m rawm. 

Parte 

a- Dcnysn (J Shechens) Pafflinx* ranc 
22-21 (altar ears oneO. 


g sresaress-^ 

wn Atom* n«D40. 


S'SKnSi) 

Bowls 



BOKUg 

Nellie theBrtehmWdt«^gtt 

champion, Is to chaltoge torthe 

moean We ag^rat Hacane Chwrtlo* 
hotdeirflom fiance, on 26 Aprft. R^k 

Warren, the promote* has perewded 
toe Frenchman to five up 
uante® and the bout vffl now be sia 0 sd 

at Button or Detoy- 

gSSSSSSSBB® 

March. Now Jose Sutoiman, theWwto 
Boxing Coundl preadent, ■ 

26 Utath tor bk£. 

motfir being given 90 d^rs to sage toe 

n&iL 

Cfidoat 

Sussex have signed Mark HoWnson, toe 

shire fast bwA*. w a o ne^earc on- 
tracL The 30yeaP0W. 

Bgasasaaegg 

b stress fracture of toe back. 
irete added the uncapped off-sglnn« 

SSSSBH'sSfSS 

tor the return of toe Injured Jsv- 

emlSrinath. 

LflncasKre dgnad a three-year spon- 
SS^d«riath toe power rompany 
Norweb at OW Ttaffard 
Richard Banow has frwnn* 

Sussex comnuttBe In 

of key playgs indud^^ 
vvteAs, the tonrier captato- H« i^£« f 
hOTWhgs the number rfmen*®* ^ 
toe committee down to seven. 


Golf 

amateur chamf^.mahrahs«oiaon 
the Challenas Tour in Kenya nett wee*. 
Sherry tailed to graduate from the Eu- 
moean tbur qualifying school m No- 

15 places on next season s entaar giv- 
en to Challenge Tour playeis. 

John Flanders, ®ecuto«rarTm«»e 

S^m^arto honorary treasureroftoe 

Englsh Golf Union, has beeneteeffid 
Union’s first honorwykfemarv 

bec Ftenders s preSdere of OwwiGoH 

^ 3 . where he has been a member tor 

S^Sn-iilmAI 

RLSSUa 

42 C Pwtre T4^&- 


Rogby League 

The Super Le&0J6 ciub Hattfex Bluesox 
have sigied a 12 -monto spyavshiP 
deal with the new West tortehire radto 
station, Classic Gold, which they say « 
worth more than £25,000. 

Sports politics 

Maurice Lindsay, toe chief executive 
of toe Rugby FbodJan League Bnd head 
of toeWorld Super League^was 
yesterday re-elected as chairman of 

spe«atw sporte^j^mof 

the Central Council for Physical Recre- 
ation. 


SUPER LEAGUE CL UgnhMB p DuremW 


MoeBwglO; Surtown ID; Rortands Man- 
cnesiei K CL Uxiheits 9. 

Tennis 

Henn Leccrie, aWrrribiedon 
in 1986 and a quarter-finalist to tom 
1985 and 1987, is to make h» first 
appearance in Scotland In 
tE is to compete ^ d* s 

doubles tournament at toe OaigocK- 
tert Ttenivs Centre, Edtoburgr, tom 2lr 
24 May. Other entries tor toe 
tournament, which runs atongstothe 
Women's World Doubtes Cup^^J^ 

toe tomier British No LJaemytow. 
and Peter McNamara, toe tormef Wbn- 

tdedon men's doubles champion. 

AiaZOWAaASSCTOU re WI EK T^e^»g^ 

■■ » - iiaua. nut round; J Gokrwi (Ff) 

M 6-2: C Mays ISW w M 


SNOW REPORT - in association with wpmas Cook Ski Direct 



Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts In Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax-. 

0891 333 110 
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.mim fjiip pMHifi Hxmt (Ite* t° f» 
^kM^on Smtay IB March): ChetoWod 

v Corffiwtany; Cnnwo n Ittmbl jW v A Wri ^: 

Doncaster v wowng 

««hvQann:Slou?itf Bafeanleicesajaut- 
gfraSS ?o 5 wc W Httflon * q gen; 

ssstsas^ts& 

SnS® ^ jS» iSSnSa. N 

SSJSrsfsaas 

lcebochoy 

IMb NV Rangers 5 San Jcee 4 [adt Tbmn- 
!?4 flwi*O0lDredo 5 Vancouver L 

MtttorcycBng 

bbc Taey^«Li!»« SSSfflS*aJ 


anmiNP THE RESORTS 


Besot Conmwet 

ANDORRA 


Area 

open 


Last Lwr Upp Forecast 


Trv» 100 1S5 Blue Skies 

p^dolaCasa ^ 33 16O Scans cloud 

Bottfi/H Tartar-Best on north- taong mm ^ 

AUSTRIA 


At-a-qfancs fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide-. 

0897 500 601 


St Anton uo «*" 

Mario rl Hard base am: wm pm »«> 

CANADA 


272 15 

27J2 20 


270 Cftangaaoi* 
40 UrotttJefl 


TremMwt iJnrp wderysre* 

FRANCE 


UXn, 28J 40 fiO Manwsuwiy 


Lao Alta BesrsWngaiAreaOOO MJ 27^ 1«> ^ 

Smote. to heavy sraw 95% 2/.^ 

ITALY 


Where to find the 
best snow - by tax. 

Call SKI FAX - the ski facts: 

0897 300 301 


cawinqni Liswjf ivb paKhy m places 95% 

SJStalT Wei 6now at fawr !««** 7S* 

SWEDEN 


242 30 

24J! 30 


ISO Wtosttyitoe 
90 VanaWe 


For a lax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 


in _1._.JG«wra»y trm pnefcad snow 100% 

SWnZEWlAHO — 

VMtar .Mort Forts* e»d JTO« 

VBfen Upp« wipes stfl best 

UMTH) STATES 


wt.9 70 105 


Ooudy 


27J 35 

27i » 


110 L«M'*su4 

100 L©TT doud 


— m. m «5artnsi raw 


Scalar Vafloy.^-Moch're goomed mow W* 
Stsandwat Groomtd «r pacWd snow 10094 

if^aDag7Saere»Bi«CWnp.t.^S°!£Il 


23J 165 

3.3 200 


540 CtoudfcuA 
270 Ooudy 
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zbb 2 &' 8 & 8 *B 

lAiRj M M Lareson ®«el 6;3 5-7 6^. » im«p- 
SSms (Aus) MT Haas iGert 2-6 


hi B UHhracn (d kcti i -a w • *"• 

3.7W3M Cher* lUSl 
Russia 3^ lft 5 6 te«swici0^3 ; =^e 
(Cniei 2,413: 7 R Krejwh iNrty 2^: 
aifnKtk fSwo) 22 &>\ 9 W Fefiora (SW 
10 CMcwa ISW 24.71. GB! MTHeman 1.7S3: 
36 G RusedsM 1.069. 

SSSoS S mSSSSlSA z so. 


imB E13anm.H*t«n« 0880133345 
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toe 1999 season, ine 

shown oh Grandsiand on Satudays and 

Sundays. 
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Manchester United v Porto 

Glenn Moore previews tonight’s 
European Cup tie, page 26 
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New Zealand v England 


Mike Atherton’s men bow out with 


defeat in Wellington, page 27 


Beardsley [Australians take South A 

laid low 
by freak 
accident 



Football 

BY JOHN UCHFIELD AND 
ALAN NIXON 


Newcastle went into Iasi night's 
LJefa Cup quarter-final first leg 
against Monaco with Peter 
Beardsley on the bench alter he 
was concussed in a training ac- 
cident. With Alan Shearer. 
Fjus lino AspriUa ami Les Fer- 
dinand definitely uuL the news 
came as a further blow to New- 
castle's chances of reaching the 
semi-finals. 

Beardsley was concussed af- 
ter being struck in the head by 
a fierce shot from a colleague 
during training yesterday. 

The Newcastle manager. 
Kenny Dalglish, said: “Peter is 
struggling, li happened when a 
player blasted the ball from 
dose range into the side of his 
head.” 

David Ginofa may have 
sealed his fate as a Newcastle 
player bv describing himself as 
““an orphan - at St James' Park 
since the departure of Kevin 
Keegan. Speaking to the French 
newspaper Le Parisie/i before 
last night's game. Ginola com- 
plained that he had no rela- 
tionship with Dalglish. 

Ginola. who was in the start- 
ing line-up. said: “You could talk 
to Keegan. I have no desire to 
talk to Kenny Dalglish. I didn't 
come to Newcastle to play for 
him. I signed for one man: 
Keegan. He is gone and now 1 
am an orphan." 

Ginola made h clear that he 
would like to return to play in 
France. He showed little inter- 
est in returning to his old club, 
Paris St-Germain. however. 

“When you have a passion- 
ate affair with a woman and 
then you leave her, you can nev- 
er stan the same love story all 
over again.” Ginola mused. He 
hinted strongly that he would 
prefer to play for Marseilles, his 
wife’s home "town club, which is 
seeking to rebuild after the 
bribery scandals of the years 
when Bernard Tapie was in 
charge, “it is a friendly club, am- 
bitious. exciting... Everything is 
ready to go back on the boil." 
Ginola added. 

Everton’s unpredictable 
striker, Duncan Ferguson, is a 
surprise £5m target for Aston 
Villa. The Villa manager. Bri- 
an Utile, and his assistant. 


Allan Evans, watched the enig- 
matic Scot in action at the 
weekend and have made an ap- 
proach to Everton about him. 
Ferguson has had a mixed sea- 
son at Everton. scoring some 
spectacular-goals but turning in 
some poor displays, loo. 

His manager. Joe Royle, 
could be persuaded to sell, es- 
pecially at a profit, but the ooly 
problem is the timing of the deal 
with Everton stiirunder the 
threat of relegation. Royle's 
transfer targets arc Manchester 
United's Andy Cole and Liver- 
pool’s Stan Collymore. 

West Ham’s 18-year-old cen- 
tral defender. Rio Ferdinand, 
has signed a five-year contract 
with The dub that ties him to 
Upton Park until June 2002. 

Ferdinand, a cousin of the 
Newcastle and England striker 
Les Ferdinand, had two years 
left on his present deal but was 
keen to sign an extension de- 
spite speculation linking him 
with other clubs. 

The Derby County manager. 
Jim Smith, is trying to sign two 
Costa Rican internationals. 
Smith played the midfielder 
Mauricio Solis and the striker 
Paulo Wanchope in a reserve 
game yesterday and is keen to 
sign the pair. Both Solis and 
Wanchope have enough caps to 
obtain work permits. 

Middlesbrough are prepared 
to receive offers for the former 
Manchester United goalkeep- 
er Gary Walsh. The 29-year-old 
is no longer the first choice at 
the Riverside Stadium follow- 
ing the £1.25m signing of the 
Australian international Mark 
Schwarzer from Bradford City. 

Wolves have appointed the 
former Southampton manager 
Dave M erring! on as their new 
chief scoul Merrington was 
sacked by the Saints last sum- 
mer after serving in various ca- 
pacities for more than a decade. 

Talks aimed at ending Brigh- 
ton's power struggle have been 
put back until next week. Bill 
Archer and Greg Stanley, the 
co-owners of Third Division’s 
bottom club, were due to have 
a fourth meeting with the leader 
of a proposed takeover con- 
sortium. Dick Knight, and me- 
diators from the Centre for 
Dispute Resolution in London 
tomorrow. Bui the talks have 
been delayed because Knight is 
out of the countiy on holiday. 






as Beefy’s bonce is laid bare by the 



The Australians celebrate after Jacques Kallis is bowled by Shane Wame on the final day of the first lest against South Africa in Johannesburg yesterday. Australia^ victory by 
an innings and 1 96 runs might have made Ian Botham's hair stand on end had he not had it ail shaved off during England's defeat in Wellington yesterday. Botham's hair raised 
NZ$10 0JXJ0 (£43,000) for the Child Cancer Foundation Reports, page 27; Main photograph. Mike Hewitt/Allsport; Botham photographs, Chris Turvey/Empics 
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Injured Benazzi could 
miss French finale 


ACROSS 

7 Adverse aspect ot county 
lead! I -St 

9 Native .Australians slow to 

C ickel litter? <6i 
wer form of goad (5 ) 

1 i Present pony people (8) 

12 Novel ol Wodtrbouse. we 
hear, in Amcricj <5.4oi 
15 A means of spreading tar (S) 
US A second Lincoln reversal — 
— it has cmK one cell t S i 
18 Light from The east f 7.7# 

2R When nival egg is cooked, it 
drains off water iSl 
22 SHols of colossal volume |5) 
24 Salesman with distinctive 
manner to make good (li) 

25 Fresh in water off O wes iSj 

DOWN 

1 Cascades from rill in high 
hills <v,i 

2 Recognize key leader ai this 
time? i4> 


3 Models change position? 
Hardly ever!!*) 

4 Fell family presented lo Stvi- 
eni t4» 

5 This antelope is an affable- 
sounding creature ( ID) 

6 Desert colour lt»i 

S L’no.imfortable and queasy 
while resting <3- 24) 

15 Lad meaning to become a 
siar actor 1 7-3 1 

14 Pair of drawer; with only one 
swinging k*g? (9) 

17 Atmesplierc endured while 
flying f 8) 

18 Tea fievner required in Swiss 
Collage, we hear ifo 

19 Sonveifurg that covers scan- 
ner in orbit? (6) 

21 Dismiss side in Roses raaich 
(4p 

23 Composer found in concert- 
hall alone (4) 
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Rugby Union 


France are facing the prospect 
of having to play their decisive 
Five Nations' Championship 
match against Scotland without 
their captain. Abdelatif Be- 
nozzL and may be forced to a 
reorganise their back row. 

The French captain, who 
sustained a rib injury last Sat- 
urday while helping his side to 
secure their first victory over 
England at Twickenham for a 
decade, has been unable to 
train with his club, Agen, this 
week and he now faces a strug- 
gle to he fu in time to face the 
Scots at the Parc des Princes on 
15 March, 

As France prepare for their 
attempt to complete their first 
Grand Slam in 10 years, they 
also have fears for the fitness of 
their No 8. Fabicn Pefcms. He 
is nursing an injured right hip 
and is also doubtful. If neither 
he nor Benazzi recovers, only 
Olivier Magne of the trio who 
provided the power behind the 
pack at Twickenham would line 
up in Paris. 

By contrast, the Scots were 
able yesterday to name the 
same players who .steamrollered 
Ireland at Murruyfield on Sat- 
urday. It is the first time since 
last season’s campaign that the 
Scots have kept the same side 
lor successive games, and their 
team manager. Arthur Hastie. 
described yesterday's selection 
meeting as “basically a rubber 
stamp job”. 

Their coach, Richie Dixon, 
though, pointed out that Scot- 
land "have done their best to 
achieve a degree of consisten- 
cy in selection this season. “The 
team has been fairly stable apart 
from the midfield,- he said. 
"We took the view that we 


should keep the same forwards 
that played against England for 
the tosh match. Against Ireland, 
the midfield blend was what we 
hoped for. The players should 
now have gained confidence.” 

They will need plenty' of that 
“France are a hit of a JekyU and 
Hvde team. They changed their 
pattern of play when they went 
20-b down against England. 
Then they played in a similar 
style to our game,” Dixon said. 
“France are dangerous when 
they flow and go. There is no 
team like them when they are 
playing with confidence. But we 
have a core of players who 
played against France in the last 
two Five Nations matches and 
in the World Cup game in 
Pretoria." 

The scenario England will be 
looking for is a crushing victo- 
ry over Wales in Cardin, while 
the Scots cause an upset in Paris, 
pie first part of that combina- 
tion, which could bring England 
the title on points difference, 
would seem, on the face of iL 
to look more likely than it was 
when the Welsh put up a vast- 
ly improved performance in 
losing in France. 

The Wales coach, Kevin 
Bowring, whose side won at 
Murrayficld but undermined 
their campaign by surrendering 
to Ireland in Cardiff after taking 
an early lead, will wait “until the 
very last moment” to decide on 
his team to face England. His is 
contending with an injury list that 
meant he began the bufid-up for 
the England game without 10 of 
the side who finished the last 
game against France, 

The Richmond dub of Allan 
Bateman and Scon QuinneD 
missed the session because of a 
Clash with club duties, but the 
rest of the absentees - David 
Young. Christian Loader. Mark 


Rowley, Craig QuinneU, Robert 
Howley, Arwel Thomas, Scott 
Gibbs and Ieuan Evans - were 
due to injury. In addition to the 
walking wounded, the squad 
props. Andrew Lewis (broken 
ribs) and Lydon Mustoe (knee 
operation)', also add to 
Bowring's injury problems. 

“Tma little bit worried about 
Arwel’s knee and we don't reaDy 
know about Dai Young’s ankle 
at the momeauTBcrwringsaid. “I 
think we will announce a squad 
of 23 on Thursday and then give 
the injured players as long as pos- 
sible to recover for the game be- 
fore finalising the side. 

“1 wouldn't mind waiting un- 
til 5ptn on the day of the game 
before deciding, as Jong as Fm 
able to work with other squad 
members in the meantime-’’ . 

Paul Arnold, the Swansea 
lock, and Alan Phillips, the 
Ebbw We prop, have been 
drafted into the squad and 
Arnold could be in line for a re- 
call to combat the English line- 
out threat. 

SCOTLAND: R SUasbert (Melrose): K 
SteoCer [Ha***), a Tart mewesstte). fi 
TowbMixI iNcnhamptoni , K Logan taming 
Countyr. C Cbstmere (Metroet. B Rodpatfi 
I Metros*: T Smith CWawrtansJ. Q EBs (Cur- 
nei. M Stewart {itetnampMn). G Wrtr (New- 
wutfel, A (feed (Wasosf, R WstroriCa 
W$ttuv ns, cam). PVMtM fNwcastW. I 
SnRfT (MosEtal. Be pto te u i nrt sCGtofwr 
(Hem's m. 6 Hodge IWscortsna), G Arm- 
strong MfeMasm. 0 Crunfct {WffSps), a 
HBton (Bath). S BrotborstoM (Me#PS8). . 

■ Swansea have postponed 
their Swalec Cup quarter-final 
against Neath at The Gnoll for . 
a week as Scott Gibbs and Col- 
in Chaivls will be away with the 
W&Jes squad competing in the 
Hong Kong Sevens. Welsh Rug- 
by Union rules allow dubs with 
two or more players absent an 
international duty to postpone 
League or Cup matches, which 
could lead to two more of the 
quarter-finals on 22 March be- 
ing disrupted. 
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Prevention is be^'f^-cure^ as-Wey 
say. Although what; tiie.<iire tsTor lost 
data, we're not sure. ■ 7 

Which is • why HewletbPaiard has 
teamed-up wth storage giant-EMC trie! 
to offer* ond ‘of ^ the :iridustr/S; rnpst 
secure and ■. ^perfprrr^rice ■ data 
protection solutions" 

iWwseDarta ^ now hd^lrs'some of the 
UJCs fatig^ajrpc^tkTns ^implement 
ai ange ot highly reE^Lrhute-ho^ond 
network bssed storagesy^^' 7 . 

The s^arthg point fe‘ to jeafl us for our 
kJteBigent Storage Executive Briefing' or 
arrange' to ineet one of our consultants.' 














